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PREFACE 

BY .THE TRANSLATOR. 



Though i should be far from seeking 

to deprecate the severity of criticism by 
the usual cant of literary delinquents, I 
think it a justice which I owe \o myself 
to state, that the following Translation 
was begun, carried on, and, cQmpleted, in 
intervals of a painful jdjsorder^ whicU.left 
me little opportunity! fo^ ^^e ^xevtjQi^ .of 
mental vigour, and which iieeessarily re- 
tarded the appearance of thre work. Let 
this be some palliation my. ueg^i^enceQ 
which may have escaped me: the mem 
saam is seldom possessed but in the earpare 
sauo. 

I have sometimes, also, and very natu- 
rally, been in doubt respecting the exact 
signification of military terms: where such 
bee. the case. 1 hare preferred u«ng 
the. French ei^pressions, that they who 
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4 VREJ^ACfi. 

know better than myself may not be muh 

led by my ignorance. 

The language of Prince Eugene I 
liave not always found perspicuous, whe- 
ther arising from any obscurity of his own, 
or from any inaccuracy in copying his 
manuscript for the press. As often as I 
met with a passage that was not exactly 
intelligible, I have endeavoured to make 
it so in the translation, by a careful consi* 
deration of the context, 

W.M. ' 

Ja». 26, 1811. 



* • • 



• ^ • * • • 0 » t * ^ 

: \ • * * • • * 



« * « • 



• • • »Z * 
« •• • ♦ • ' 

• < » • « ♦ 



Digitized by Google 



Advertisement of the Booksdler 

TO THS 

FRENCH EDITION. 



XT would be superfluous to enter, bere» 
into any praises of the Memoirs of Prince 
Eugene: they will recommend them- 
selves : and besides, we will leave them 
to biographers who are accustomed to 
discuss such topics. We shall confine 
ourselves to observing, that the edition^ 
which we now . offer to our readers, has 
the merit of being purged from the nu- 
merous faults which disfis'ured that of 
Weimar, published by the Office of Indus- 
try in 1809. We have corrected the names 
of persons, towns, rivers, &c. according to 
the best historical and geographical die-- 
tionaries: we have rectified innumerable 
errors of punctuation,"^ which totally al- 
tered the sense, and injured a production 

* Maojy aotwithaUnding, still reinaiB.<— Tyrant. 

a2 
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6 PREFACE. 

80 curious and origiuaL In short, with* 
bht seeking to correct the style of Prince 
Eugene, who did not intend to write a 
book, we have sometimeSi thoi^h rarely, 
felt the necessity of changing a few words, 
^e > repetition of which, too near each 
other, would have disgusted the reader. . 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

WEIMAR EDITION. 



(1809.) 

All diose who have known Vienna, 
know that the Count de Cauales was the 
Sardinian minister there, during near 
thirty years. One of his daughters mar- 
ried there the Count de Hardegg, the 
Chrand'vefieur^ and one or two others were 
Canonesses. During the time which 
elapsed between the death of Prince Eu- 
gene, and the arrival of the Count de Ca- 
nales» a niece of Prince Eugene s mar- 
ried the Prince deHildbourghausen ; she 
was heiress to her uncle, had an excellent 
house, and maintained almost a small 
court in that garden of the Prince, w hich 
is now called JLa JBelvedere. The Count 
de Canales was presented to her the 
day after his arrival ; she soon attached 
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PREFACE. 



herself to him, not only as the minister of 
the King her cousin, but also, as a Tery 
amiable, and well instructed man, and 
one who always sought to be more so ; 
the Memoir of Prince Eugene being yet 
fresh, many of its expressions, anec- 
^ dotes, and characters, were floating in 
society. 

The Count de Canales collected all 
with avidity. An editor, of the modern 
species, who abuses the credulity of the 
living, by putting words into the mouth af 
the dead, would have a fine tield for bid 
talent in making the Count say^all that he 
might himself wish. I know not whe* 
ther the Count de Canales wrote what he 
had learned by a very recent tradition ; 
but nothing was found in his papers. It 
was in those of another, that what is now 
going to be read was found, and this was 
the manner 

The Princess of Uildbourghausen, af- 
ter having related to him a variety of 
things respecting her uncle, said to him. 

As to warlike matters, you must excuse 

me from them. Here is a small abrid^- 
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^ menu written partly io the Prince s own 
hand, in the period between his last cam- 

**paign, and his death. Do not keep it : 
read it with attention/ and return it to 
me again." 

I believe the Count de Canales was in . 
no hurry to do this. One thing is certain^ 
that the MS. was still in his hands, when 
the Princess died, about the year 1752 or 
1753. 

For,a long time there was nothing said 
about it ; he lent it, and it was returned 
to him. The general of cavalry, Count de 
O'Donely uncle, d^a-mode de Hretagnef to 
Count O'Donel, who is at present at Yien^ 
na, told me, that he had read it. 

During more than twenty year», the 
Count de Canales passed ail his evenings 
with the celebrated Metastasio, and the 
Baron de Hagen, who died president of 
the Aulic Council, about seven or eight 
years ago. Sometimes they were occupi- 
ed with the classics; and sometimes they 
discoursed upon whatever was pleasing in 
the literature and languages with which 
they were acquainted. 



* 
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10 PREFACE. 

Airiend of Montesquieu's, the Abb6 
Guasco, as a Piedmootese, apd a man of 
letters, was admitted, vfhen he returned 
from Paris, or from Touriiay, where he 
bad a canonry, to the evenings of the 
Count de Canales. One day, when they 
were discoursing upon history, the con<- 
versation turned upon Prince Eugene : 
" Here," said the Count de Canales, " is 
what I have collected of his private and 
military life ; you shall hear it, but not 
take it away. I will not show you the 
" Prince in his morning gown ; but I will 
display him to you in his helmet and cui- 
rass,'' said he, addressing himself to the 
Abbe de Guasco, for the instruction of 
" your brother : Jet him study him ; he 
will need it, as he has been appointed 
quarter-master-general in the army of 
Marshal Daun/* — -Consequently, this 
conversation must have taken place in the 
month of February, 1757. 

Many persons, who are still alrve, can 
certify the truth of what I advance, and 
particularly that of the dates : for I am 
particularly exact upon that point There 
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is one to whom I will venkire to appeal 
if he be alive, as I hope he is ; for he 
recovered from a severe illness about 
two years ago» at Moron, a small town 
ID the Tyrol, whither, driven from Italy, 
I had conveyed my small baggage, 
there to pass my miserable existence 
and my emigration. If he be d^ad, his 
daughter is not: they had promised to 
make her canoness of Halle. She will 
not refuse to testify all that I have ad van-' 
ced here : for she was present at all my 
convjersaticuis with her respectable fa- 
ther, in his ninety-second year, ,M. de 
Ferraris, formerly aide-de-camp to the 
general of infantry, Count de Guasco. 

The reader now begins to see the 
genealogy of what 1 have printed, and 
how it has happened to be given to the 
world. .Want of money on my part, a 
long existing military curiosity, gratitude 
for my attentions on his side, and the 
indifference of a dying man to all that is 
passing round him, procured me the 
J)ossession of this invaluable gift, which 
he presented to me with a voice scarcely 
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12 . PRtFACS. 

* audible. Besides, there was nothiiig to 
' be sold in a small town of the Tyrol : ao 
purchasers ! This good maii^gave, or per- 
mitted to be taken, e?ery thing. Some 
of his old friends, retired officers like 
himself, fixed upon his books ; an Aus- 
trian general, employed at Inspruck, 
, upon his miaps : and I, though I did not 
expect to have armies to command, pos- 
sessed myself of a manuscript, the title of 
which was precious to me. It was writ- 
ten in a long and small band, the authen- 
ticity of which may be testified by looking 
at his signature in the Aulic Council of 
War, at Vienna. 

Further, only the conversations which 
he had witfi various individuals, the re- 
flexions, and the last year, are in his own 
hand- writing. It appears that he dicta- 
ted the rest to a secretary. ^ . 

This Major Ferraris was a man of great 
merit, who possessed the confidence of 
his general, whose dangers he participated, 
and whose labours he assisted at the siege 
of Schweidnitz in 1762. He repaired 
thitlier the more willingly, because he of^ 
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ten succeeded ia restoring harmony he- 
tvveen M. de Guasco and M, de Gribeau- 
Tal, a celebrated Fpench engineer, on 
those occasions of disagreement which so 
often happen bet\veen commanders, the 
limits of whose authority are hardly ever 
accurately defined : and he inherited all 
the plans and books of his general, /wheaa 
he died a prisoner, one or two years after*- 
wards, I believe, at Konigsberg. The de- 
positary of this manuscript, 1 have placed 
it in the hands of George Cmvad Wold- 
hurg^ a booksellei* and printer at Kiagen- 
furth, where any one may see and consult 
the writing of Prince Eugene, and thus 
testify its. authenticity. This is the ac* 
knowledgment which I received from him 
for this invaluable manuscript. 

I acknowledge, with gratitude, that 

Mr. N , a French emigrant officer, 

^ has placed this manuscript of Prince 
" Eugene, in my possession. 

* George Conrad Waldbubo. 
f ^ Khgerifurth^ the \st of Jmuaiy^ 1 807." 

B 
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14 PREFACE. 

I know not whether some persons ia 
the Prince's service, did not take a copy 
of tikis excellent work, 'wliich serred as 
the basis of a history that was reprint- 
ed at Vienna, by Briffaid^ in 1 777. There 
is meotion made in the preface, of some 
manuscripts that had been foimd at Vien- 
na: and this was probably among the 
number. I know not what the author 
meant, by these words: " I could avail 
^* myself of what had been written by 

Prince Eugene in the German language.'* 
Did he mean to say, or did he wish it 
to be believed, that the Prince wrote in 
German? I have already proved, that he 
did not know it enough for that. I believe 
it was a Mr. Lazzay^ who was the author 
or printer of a history ia five volumes, or 
a Mr. Rousset 

^ There is perceptible, however, in the 
style of the Prince, a military air which 
coincides well with his actions and cha- 
racter. Another proof of the authenticity 
of this manuscript, is the tautologies of 
an old man; the repetitions, which an au- 
thor could not commit; the n^Iigences, 
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which do not belong to a man of letters : 
while there is nothing which does not agree 
with the soldier: a tone which would ill 
become another, but which is pardonable 
in a military man; not always excellent^ 
and sometimes too familiar. His style, 
such as it is, is clear and concise, like his 
conversation, as the Prussian general, Len- 
tulus told me, who had retired to Neuf- 
chatel, where he died at a very advanced 
age. He served under him in his la^t 
campaign on the Rhine, whither he ac- 
companied the great Frederic, then Prince 
Royal. These are sufficient facts, dates, 
and names, all of which may be testified : 
mine only shall be wanting. 
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THE 

PREFACE 

OF 

PRINCE EUGENE. 



There are, as I have been told, many 
Italian and German manuscripts respeo- 
tiog me, which I have neither read nor 
written. A panegyrist, whose name is 
DuMONT,has printed a large folio volurne, 
which he calls, My Battles. This gentle^ 
man is sufficiently turgid : he ingratiates 
himself at the expense of Turenne, who, 
according to his assertion, would have 
been taken at Creqiona, in 1703, or killed 
at Hochstet, in 1704, if he had been oppo- 
sed to me. — What stuff I 

Some future historians, good or bad, 
will perhaps take the trouble to enter into 
the details of my youth, of which, I 
scarcely recollect any thing. They will 
certainly speak of my mother; somewhat 
too ' intriguing indeed, driven frmn the 
courts exiled from Paris, and suspected, I 

B 2 
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18 PREFACE. 

believe, of sorcery, by persons who were 
not, themselves, very great conjurors. 
They will tell, how I was born in France, 
and how I quitted it, my heart swelling 
with enmity against Louis XIV. who re- 
fused me a company of horse, because, 
said he, I was of too delicate a constitution; 
and an abbey, because he thought, (from | 
I know not what evil discourse respecting 
me, or false anecdotes current in the gal- 
lery of Versailles,) that I was more formed 
for pleasure than for piety. There is not 
a Huguenot, expelled by the revocation of 
the edict of Nantz, who hated him more 
than I did. Therefore, when Louvois, 
bearing of my departure, said, so much 
the better; he. will never return into this 
country again,'' — I swore never to enter 
it, but with arms in my hands. I hAye 

&£PT MY WORD. 

I have penetrated into it on many sides, 
and it is not my fault that I have not gone 
further. But for the JBnglish, I had given 
law in the capital of the Grand Monarque^ 
and made his Maintenon shut herself 
up in a convent for life. 
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A SKETCH 



OF THE 

UF£ OF PRINCE EUGEN^i. 



(1683.) 

The Court was never mare melancholy 

than m this year. It was that of tlie devo- 
tion of Louis XIV. for the loss of his two 
sons, the Cmnt de Vexin^ the Duke de Ver- 
mandaisj Colbert^ and the Queen. 

His Most Christian . Majesty who, 
before he turned to devotee, assisted 
the Christiietns in 1664 against the In- 
fidelsy becoming afterwards a very pious 
man, excited them against the Emperor, 
and aided the Rebels of Hungary. But 
for him neither of them would ever have 
reached the gates of Vienna* To maintain 
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appearances, he did not venture to prohi- 
bit, entirely, the young Princes of the 
blood from going and distinguishing them- 
selves in that war. I accompanied them, 
tired of being called the little abbe qf Louis 
XIV. He had some regard for me, and 
probably he refused me the abbey from 
conscientious motives. I cared neither 
for the success of the church, nor of the 
court. I had enough of society ; but I 
wished to follow the war. In short, at 
twenty years of age, behold me in the ser- 
vice of Leopold I.^ without his kuQwiog it. 
He had fled from his capital, both at the 
siege and at the battle of Vienna. I was 
of opinion, at first, that it would be better 
to attach myself to the Dui(.e of LorrainiQi 
and to Prince Louis of Baden, rather than 
to the two electors of Bavaria and Saxo- 
ny, to leam my trade. They both kept me 
in constant action, irom one attack to an- 
other, and carrying orders into the hottest 
parts of the battle. 

I bad been told that the Duke of Lor* 
raine never employed, during the time of 
action, any but generals to convey or even 
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to alter an order, if he needed it. I was 
duly sensible of the honour therefore, and 
he appeared satisiied with me. The confu- 
sion of this day can only be confusedly 
narrated. Sobiesky celebrated mass with 
his arms folded like a cross, in the church 
of Leopoldsberg. The Poles, who had 
climbed up thither, I know not why, des- 
cended HkeYools, and fought like lions. 

The Turks, who were encamped on the 
spot where I threw up my lines in 1703, 
not knowing which way to front, having 
neglected the heights, ccmducted them* 
selves like ideots. 

^ The Emperor returned. I was present- 
ed to him. Not being yet familiar with 
German manners, I was much amused at 
his haughty interview with the king of Po- 
land. As a volunteer, I was among the 
foremost in the pursuit of the Turks. 

We performed this with great celerity ; 
and, for my recompense, KulSstein being 
dead, they gave me his regiment of dra- 
goons on the 11th December. For three 
months after this great victory, I was the 
happiest of men, and I continued to serve 
under the Duke of Lorraine. 
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/THE UFB OF 



(1684.) 

After havini^ taken, with him, Vice- 
grad, Gran, and Weitzeo, and sustamed a 
glorious combat near this last place, we 
had a more desperate one near the Isle of 
St Andre. They say that I performed a 
very skilful roauiBUTre at the head of my 
raiment, which eutirely routed the Turks. 
They cut them down at pleasure. The 
I>uk6 of Lorraine had secured his centra 
hy a marsh, his left by the Danube, and 
Jiis right by an inaccessible mQuutain. 

Behold us at the siege of Buda. Many 
sanguinary sorites by eighteen thousand 
men. In the meanwhile, twelve thousand 
arrive (twice or thrice our number) to at* 
tack us. The Duke is eager to beat theni, 
and has the goodness to write to the £m* 
peror that I contributed the most towards 
the execution of that design. Prince Louis 
of Baden devoured me with caresses. 

The siege was carried on vigorously. 
It was there I received my firet wound, 
a ball through the arm, while inspect- 
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'ing the trench by the side of the Prince 
of Salm. 

It ^as thought that the moment for a 
general assault had arrived ; but it did 
not gueoeed : each attlu^k was repulsed. 
There was some sort misunderstsmding 
between the principal generals. This 
often happens through their partisans* 
In short, after having lost thirty thousand 
men, the Duke of Lorraine raised the 
siege on the 1st of November. 

They reasoned and they raved at Vi- 
enna. It was for want of good engineers, 
said one : no, said another, it was owing 
to the knavery of Guido Stahrenber^, 
who had advised against the tiiege. A 
third talked of the malice of the commis- 
sariat or of ministers, who withheld every 
, thing that was most necessary from the 
besieges, in order to weaken the antfao- 
Ttty of the Duke of Lorraine, of whom 
they were jealous. .As for myself, quite 
an insignificant person as yet, and thus 
upon good terms with every one, (which 
is moire particularly the case when we ar6 
very young,) I preserved the frienjii|iip « 
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of both my masters, Lorraioe and Badeii^ 
though the latter was at enmity with the 
former, seconded by the Elector, who was 
no less attached to me ; and 1 went to pass I 
the winter at Vienna, wher^ I was receiT- 
ed with remarkable distinction. 

• (1686.) 

The marriage of an arch-duchess .with 
the iillector of Bavaria retarded the open- 
ing of the campaign. Excellent reason ! 
The Duke of Lorraine went to examine 
Novigrade. The princes of the blood 
of France and Lorraine and volunteer^} i 
in their train, w ho arrived from Paris, ' 
mingled with the escort. There they 
were to irritate the spahis with the 
pistol in their hands ; and French heads 
fell beneath the sabres of the Turks. 
I saved the rest with my dragoons, whom 
I brought up most opportunely. Delight- 
ed to hnd myself among all those youi^ 
men, my former friends, and too young 
mysdf to scold them, I did nothing; 
but the Duke of Lorraine attacked 
them. He rated them soundly, though 
approving, in the bottom of his heart, the ! 
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fiB0 and Bobla courage of bis eoErais, 
(Jmnmeici and ThiMOWs de Vaud^nont, 
who afiliepwards ^erve^ under me with so 
ipuch celfibiity. 

Aftei* remaining a month enteenched 
li^ore Neuhftusel, as it was intended to 
make the assaok by the eoYeied way, iBr 
&rmatipn was brought that a Serasquier 
had arrived with sixty thousand men; that 
he had -retaken Yicegrad, and that he was 
liesieging Gran. Wemairdied thither imr 
mediately, and he raised the siege at the 
approach of the Duke of Lorraine^ who 
had left jCaprara before Neuhausel. But 
here was the consequence. 

The Serasquier took up a most excel- 
lent position* The Duke had him ia* 
formed y by some persons of the cpuntry^ 
that he had only tw^ty-thofflsand men, 
^d that he was retreating half dead with 
fear. The good Turk believed it. Hie 
J)uke halted in a fine position. I was in 
tlie centre, under the Prince of Baden 
wtdi my dragoims^kiiiounted. Theelec'* 
tor of Bavaria comraaaded the left» the 
Police the right, in the i^ont of which the 

m 
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brave bat rasb and hot-headed yonliis, of 
whom .1 have already spoken, . obtamed^ 
with much difficulty, permission to range 
themselves in a small squadron. They 
anticipated the Turks, who attacked them 
furiously and with horrid yells : but they 
were surrounded, and relieved by our 
cuirassiers. The Duke himself supported 
them, and his wing was victorious, as was 
also that of the Elector of Bavaria ; so 
likewise was the centre under the com^ 
maud of Prince Louis, where I seconded 
him to my utmost. The Prince of Ha- 
nover and the Count de la Lippe drove 
the Turks head over heels into a marsh. 
It was three or four important battles 
in one. The Serasquier was wounded in 
the thigh : he tore ont the arrow, because 
he was obliged to flee. 

We were once more before Neuhausel, 
on the 19th of August. The breach 
was made. Commerci followed the young 
volunteers, who appeared the first at the 
entrance which had been effected, and 
planted, with the Baron d'Asti, the im* 
perial standard. The Pacha iand the gar^ 
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lison were massacred. The Serasquier 
burned and ravaged Novigrade, Vic^rad^ 
and Weitzen: and, for myself I set off to 
pass the winter at Vienna. 

(1686.) 

4 

It was then the Prince of Baden, 
taking me by the hand, said to the Em- 
peror, Sore, here is a youi^ Savo- . 

yard The rest my modesty forbids 

me to repeat. The trick of the pre- 
ening year made them take care of this 
one; we were admirably supplied. On 
the 13th of June we b^an the siege, the 
Prince of Baden and myself, under the 
Elector of Bavaria. We all attacked an 
important fortress, and rendered ourselves 
masters of it 

On the 26th of July we endeavoured 
to make a breach, from this fortress, in 
the castle of Bnda : we expected to suc- 
ceed; but it was no such thing* Thirty 
thousand Turks issued out from it; I had 
a horse killed under me. Twice we pe- 
netrated, sword in hand, into the inte* 
rior of the castle; twice we were re- 
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pttkMNl» Priotfe Lbttw andmjfwtf weic 
#oimd€d ; d Stohretibei^ a lieffbfereteiBi 

and a KaUbitz^ were killed! and we wen 
obliged to defer the general assault to ane*- 
ther day. Unfortimately I was not of the 
number that day • I Was employed to protect 
the lines, which were threatened by a nume- 
rous array,— a post of confidence indfeed 
as ikief told me. But the cursed Grand 
Vizier, quiet ott a height, not darii^ to 
attack me, (I know not why,) beheld, with 
more coolness than I did, this most im** 
portittit j^ace iakm and sacked befim ha 

Prince Louis and myself went^ by or- 
der of the Duke of Lorraine, to take 
€iilq^-£^Ines, Calocza, Sunoutlioraa, Ka- 
poswar^ and Sicklos ; and afteirward^ to 
burn, at Eoseck, the bridge, which was 
about six thousand paces va length by 
twei&t)^ft»ttr in breadth. lYiearmy went 
hito winter-quairteK. 

I went to pass the Carnival at Vetuce 
with niy dear youths the volunteers and 
<iie FreiKJh princes, together with almost 
all the other princes Who were in our antay^ 
9ad a ipreat number of geixerala. 
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While there, almost all of them be* 
came amorous: {he Duke of Mantua, iu- 
deed, worse than that^ for he was quite a 
^ibdrtuie^ 1 was neitbe^ oii<& tior the otiier, 
liowever : ttad was muqh amused with;see- 
ing this prince as brave among the Vene- 
tiaiAs asfi6 ^as cowardly among the Turks* 

The Etedtor of Botarkt was so teniet, 
that he would have disgusted me witii 
being so, had I been inclined to it. This 
fickleness of heart had an influence upon 
the ficklen^esd df his mind and opinions 
lespectipg whatever party he adhered to; 
and I judged from that time, (nor was 1 
wrong in niy judgment,) that importatit 
amours are insipid and ridiculous, only 
fit for idlers ; and meatier ones havB td6 
little glory in them. 

Morisini treated us admirably. Bveri)" 
day there were magnificent and charming 
entertainments, both oti land and on the 
water. I saw Women there tnoriB enter* 
prising Jthan generals. As every thing 
.has an end, however, 1 went to pas^ ^ 
rest of the bad season at Vietina. 

c2 
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(1687.) 

It was ia this year that the Duke at' 
Lorraine crushed the enemies of Jesus 
Christ, and those which he had in the 
army and at the court, among whom I 
was not, though on the best terms with 
the Elector and Prince Louis, who were 
of the party against him. The Duke 
marched towards the Grand Vizier to at- 
tack him. His prudence was no less con- 
spicuous than his valoui\ He availed 
himself of both. Being too far advanced, 
considering the excellent position of the 
Turks, (for they fell back greatly at first,) 
he did not blush to retreat That is a 
ticklish business ia the sight of those de- 
vilish people. I covered, with my dra- 
goons, the march of the rear guard ; and I 
preserved them untouched, by charging, 
several times, the spahis^ who annoyed me 
very much. At the end of some time 
the matter became more serious. Ligne- 
tille, Thungen, Zinzendorfi^, were killed., 
The Duke of Lorraine formed himself 
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ably and luckily, with his wings well sup- 
ported, near Mount Ueroan. The Duke 
of Mantua, who ascended the mount, saw, 
in perfect safety, the whole of the battle 
in that plain of Mohatz where king Louis 
had perished ; which was a subject of ge- 
neral laughter among the soldiers, who, 
: thanks to him, ran gaily into the mouth 
of death. The enemy came to attack us : 
the battle was desperately fought on both 
mdes. Piccolomini conquered, was con- 
quered, and was aided by the brave Elec- 
tor. His artillery effected a breach ; my 
dragoons availed themselves of it; and I 
had the good fortune to pursue the Turks 
even to their entrenched camp. I stop- 
ped, and, after a moment s consideration, 
I ordered my dragoons to leap over, some 
on foot, and some on herseback with me. 
They say that I was the first: it is true 
that I tore down a crescent, and planted 
in its place the Imperial Eagle. It was 
on that account, probably, that I was 
appointed to carry the news of the victory 
to the Emperor. He presented me witii 
his portrait set with diamonds. I reached 



Qsi Cff£ LIFE OF 

Yieam in m Tery lew days ; abd» «ltlar 

Ikavbg passed three other thete^ I retam- 
' ed witJjuequal celerky to the amy, 9vhere 
I also V'Cry well received ; &r I had 
theu^ apparaatly, too little merit to ha^e 
any enemies. 

History will record, I hope, the noble 
conduct of Conunerci at thk battle ^ | 
Hersaa. Nothing considerable occurred 
afterwards ; and the campaign being en- 
tirely finished, I passed a splendid wmt^ | 
at Vienna, in consequence of the corona^ 
tioQ of the King. of Hungary. The Duke 
of Lorraine and many other generals re- 
paired thither also : some of them ei^a^ 
ged in intrigues, others in pleasure :~rr . 
was among the latter, 

(1G88.) ' . 

A colonel at twenty, a major-general 
at twenty-one, I was made a lieutenant^ 

general at twenty-five. I conducted a 

reinforcement to the Prince of Baden in 

^clavonia, and returned quickly, because 

there was a talk of besieging, or to speak 

more properly, of seizii^ Belgrade. The 
« 
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coB^mnd of Ibe fiye pmiite of assaute was 
given, on the 6th of September, to oth^r 
generals. I complained of this. The 
Elector said to me,-^*^ You shall remain 
with me in tiie reserve ; and I do not 
think Ibat, in so doing, I either give you* 
^ or take upon myself, a bad commis- 
Mon. God knows what may happen to 
^ us r* He had justly anticipated the 
matter : the attack was repulsed on every 
ftidew This brave prince and myselif 
(sword in hand,) rallied them, and 
•iiitaated them to advance* I mount- 
ed the breach* A jjsmissary cleft my hel« 
met with a blow of his sabre ; I ran him 
trough the body ; and the Elector, who 
had recdived a musket ball in his haiMl the 
preceding campaign, was also wounded by 
an arrow in the right cheek. Nothing 
could be more glorious or more bloody. 
How we sometimes find, by the side of the 
most horrible events, something tiiat 
amuses us ! I did so^ in the looks and 
gestures of the Jews, whom we compelled 
to throw into the Danube the twelve tiiou- 
Md ilieii killied ^ both sides, to save 
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the trouble and. expense of burying them. 
I set off for Yieuna. 

(168©.) 

I regretted much that I did not remaia 
with the army : then, perhaps, they 
would have thought neither of me, nor of 
my name. In £Eict, after the finest possi- 
ble defence, I sacrificed my glory to my 
zeal. That cost me much ; my three com- 
manders, masters, and firiends, Lorraine, 
Bavaria, staid in Germany ; Baden in Uunr 
gary ; and behold me lis a negotiator in 
Italy. The French ambassador at Turin 
was not the dupe of my journey. To sec 
tfiy family and the Duke de Savoy, (said 
they ;) he knew him (the Duke) to be amn- 
ciovsj ambitious, false, revengeful^ fearing 
and detesting Louis XIV. not loving Leo- 
pold, yet not hating him personally, alway* 
ready to betray both ; and led by his mistres- 
ses and his ministers in every thing which 
did not closely affect him. 

Not being able, however, to derive any 
advantage from eith^, I said frankly 
to him, " My cousin, you will always 
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be the slave of your mortal enemy, if you 
do not declare yourself for the Emperor, 
who will make you a Royal Highness, 
a generalissimo, and give you ail that you 
may conquer in Dauphiny and Pro- 
vence ; and, by biding your intentions 
until every thing is quite ready, you will 
" succeed." 

This was attacking him by the four 
predominant qualities which I have un- 
d^lined above, (viz. the wards in ItcUics.) 

Where and when can I conclude this 
" treaty said Victor Amadeus. " Not 
" at Turin, for the French ambassador will 
suspect the business.**— " At Venice," 
js&id I. At the approaching carnival, the 
*^ £lector of Bavaria, who, as well as your 
" Royal Highness, (I hastened to give him 
^ this title,) loves to amuse himself, will 
be there to sign it I engage for this, 
and would suggest to you forthwith, to 
" write to the King of France, to deceive, to 
^^make excuses, to promise, and to gain 
time." 

The four reasons for these proceedings 
which I have enumerated above, being a 
security for his conduct, though not for his 
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good faith M^hich I would not answer for, 
teaching the issue, I engaged my woid 
to ihe EmpeiQV^ on returaing qukkly to 
Yiepna, that my cousin, this once, would 
be on our side. Leopold thaoked me ipuch, 
and permitted me as a recompense, to go 
and see the conclusion oithe niege of May«* 
ence, defended by Uxeiles, which had 
been carried on for six months. I arrived 
precisely at the attack of the coveved way, 
when I receiired a musket wound, and we- 
turned to Vienna. 

(1690.) 

' Twenty thousand crowns p^ month 
from England, twenty thousand nior^ffom 
HoUaud, four millions for the expen^e^ of 
the war, and a kind of sobseriptt<m by aH 
the petty Jialian Princes, ejected nwre 
than all my eloquence ; and behold the 
Dqke of Savoy, for a little time, the best 
Austrian in the wcnid« His conduct, which 
I will jiot pret^id to justify, rmiods me 
of that of the Dukes of Lorraine formi^y, 
as well as the Dukes of Bavaria. Geogra- 
phy prevmited ften Irran being mm of 
honour. 
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The Ministers of the Emperor pro^ 
misad me smeu thousand men, with which 
.to assist Victor Ainadeus. I knew .the 
tardiness with which they ordered and ex>* 
ecnted at Vienna ; and, eager to engage 
ther French, whom I had never yet had 
opposed to me, I went to join the D.uke 
of Savoy at his camp of ViUa Franca. 

You are come in good time," (said 

be;) I am just going to give battle to 

QatinaL'" — " Be careful, (I rqplied ;) he 
. " iiS an excellent general, with old regi- 
" ments serving under him, the very flow- 
" er of the French infiantry. Yours are 

new levies, and mine are pot yet arri<- 

ved.-^" What does that signify ?" (said 
" theDukeO . Iknqw my country better 
" thanCatinat: to-morrow I shall advance 

with my army as far as the abbey of 
" Stafiarde/' 

Instead of giving battle, we had to re- 
ceive it The right wing, which the Duke 
of Savoy commanded, was attacked in 
front The right wing of the French 
crossed some marshes v^hich were thought 
hnpassable, turned apd beat ours, and 

D 
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then both the wings .joiaed and fell up- 
on our left wingv -which I commanded^ 
I retired in aa good order as I could, 
and, in Hier'resr gumtd^ cotnposed ol 
th& gens^'^<mm and Uie life-guaids; of 
SAW>y» I was slightly wounded by aspect 
ball. I did not recall, to my dear cousin^ 
either his presumptiooy'^ar my prediotion:^ 
I «ftdettWiired to repak tba error a Uttle, 
at least on the side of glpry; for, some 
time afterwardsj I had the good fortune to 
cut off a lai^e detachment which had pil- 
iaged Rivolh It liel^ into an ambuscade, 
in which while we lay^ we heard the French 
advance singing aloud ; and we rushed out 
UfiOQ them, giving no quarter. I was very 
mngry with the soldiers for treatm^ aU the 
prisoners d la 7W^M;-«-They had4iGargot<* 
ten that quarter was granted to Chri^ians; 
1 went to Taiuish my old acq uainiance the 
Duke of Mantua, the hero of Hersan. I 
'bade aciieu to the Duke of 8avo v, to*w4eni 
nothing remsuned but Tiinn^ and I «et 
fbrYienna«> 

(165)1.)' 

I availed m sdtf of my jintcMBBt' te-im- 
ry reinforcements to the Duke of iSavoy; 
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hut I deigi@Qjljed him vrki^Qt I il^v^4» imfiir 
y^XiS 9. secret audiieBC$. tQ- a Frepc'li emis- 
jmy. Wby ^iv!9r& )F«Kiiir d@ni«d. to me?*' 

** tys « I cfliife^s ?" :t^e D.»jJt«» 
XDt!e» quite embarrassed, " that I au) tirgatr 
*f-ia9« liltle mth QiilivAt HwQugb bim ; but 

** is, tl^ ori^al of bid letter^ (a4d@di)^«) 
** aud there is the csopy of my aas\ver."-*r 
'^I conoekV' «ikid I» " ibat you anfe 
'^'wiliiiig to Kitoin iim. .}i»r9fi> 8i»Mdi^ 

*;Vwbicl| I. hayei.^M^Qd: for you. It w 
^¥^y erobarrassipg fory,ojur; Royal Highr 

iwmiox l^m titp^ asskted his . glory, and 
i|>Qikd histprojectp by. surprising Balopde, 
(WhiC) besieged Opfii; :ai}d»^««k« to. a Jle^ 
ter viluch I fores»w<.wQii)Ld .b^ i)4«C€^pt(3d 
Jl»yta;<pfti^ of JF^anqht he raided the 
fiigg^. Catinat repassed the Po. I hsii:- 
•CNsed^ bis-9eai;-guardi;;h<eooBunaiided,th^e 
•Uotsel^ -aod per fo^w«d vi(«ader§ bQ^,a8 9 
gw^FaIiiat¥i fi&i a soldier. I had, wa^y a 
Sufni $%9!i^m^ vithJ»0' Catiuat,. stroug^er 
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.tLan myself, animated Ms meQ by his 
presence. I became indiscreetly eager, 
and I got so entangled in th^ battle, that, 
after having received several cuts in my 
clothes, a French horseman was about to 
despatch me with a pistol, when a dragoon 
of my regiment saved me; this action 
pleased him no less thaii it did me, far I 
was much beloved by those brave fellows. 
Reinforcements arrived from all sides. . I 
went to take Carmagnole, where all my 
soldiers' conducted themselves again ra- 
ther too much d la Turque; but I made 
some examples of them. Catinatuianoeu-* 
vred wonderfully ; he would have beaten 
us if we had not retired. Langalleric, in- 
deed, obtained a considerable advantage 
over our rear guard; it was this that in- 
duced note, afterwards, to take him iixto 
the Emperor s service. 

I accompanied the Elector of Bavaria, 
who bad been one of us this-campaign also, 
to Venice, and I visited my former ac* 
quaintance with great pleasuj^e. More 
amours took place; and, even with regard 
to myself, had I been so inclined, there 
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would fain have had me displace ^me Ci^ 
eisbeos who displeased ' thf m ;..toO) mmj 
Potiphars, of whom I was the Joseph, be- 
cause I kad other things to do« I rdtoin^: 
ed to Viemia at the oBwwanopaiifttfcijBf 

* 

(1692.) 

V 

I was.QooQ sent bacK agaiuv td oJbe^Q 
motioBS of Catinat, but ^tiU;m0r« U. 
'watcb.th06e ol.th4 Dttke of -Sttiwy. -Ttf 
JseefiMm, 2 cavried with the diplc^Ba 

ples^sed. He waoted to go . iismedi^tely 
and' attack €atiDat at < Fign^rol ) aU 
g^MNtla^Btidiitfaose ot Uio laUiMi agfefd 
with this {■ropositioD;j.bul; I didvBd<A 1 1- 
aaidf.to him, ".CfitiBat>k skilfuh if^he 
*^ should be beateny he wiU hayeteiu&>j^e>^ 
jsents; and if Julf hette «is^^«di«ti 

^ s ceaqoe&tSt by au^alile diTaiswn^ / wb.k& 
will huxniliatet the greait Louis. . Let xw 
'bwifiae ^liift.ia^tkis coiiu/tsyr ^md pene- . 

d2 
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^ .trate into Dauphiny, in spite of erery 

obstacle/' 

My opioioa prevailed. I went to take 
Quillestra and Embrun. I received there 
a contusion on the shonlder while in the 
trench, by the side of tlie Duke of Savoy; 
and CoQimerci a ball, which knocked out 
three of his teeth. I lost Leganes and 
fifteen hundred men ; but still I was in 
France. Afterwards, I took Gap, and the 
Duke of Savoy was just about to march 
by Sisteron to Aix, and perhaps as far as 
Lyon, without the smallest difficulty, 
when the small-pox seized him, which re- , 
duced him to the very verge of the grave, 
and saved France. In his will he assigned 
to me the regency of his states. When 
llie Duchess arrived, she found him some- 
what better, and conveyed him to Turin. 
Checked by this disaster, which made us 
lose so much time, and embarrassed by 
the indecision of his generals, who, not' 
being able to say exactly what were the 
real intentions of their master, knew not 
how far they oiight* to • obey me, I was 

• 

. obliged to retreat with the army by the 
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same road ; for Catinat was waiting for us 
near Briati^on. . * • 

At least,'' said the soldiers, we have 
" revenged the horrors of the French in 
the Palatinate : without doing it as they 
did, we'have pillaged i^^ell, and levied a 
million in contributions/' 

Wliy did the king exile my mother ?" 
said I to Commerci; " I have exiled now 
" some thousands of his subjects." They 
sent me the order of the Golden Fleece to 
Turin; and^ arriving at Vienna, I was 
created a Field Marshal ten years after 
my entrance into the service. I was suf- 
ficiently delighteid with this, as may be 
easily conceived : butstill 1 regretted that 
Commerci was nothing more than a major- 
general. , 

(1693.) 

Victor Amadeus wished to take Fig- 
nerol, and to wait for Catinat in the plain, 
of Orbassan. I advised him not. " At. 

least," said I, " since you will fight near. 
" Marsaille, possess yourself of the height^; 
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of Pioswtsque/'^ He> was d«»pleasded that 
they had burnt, in the way. of retaliation, 
JLa Vmerij a* faoilM lidonging to him, and 
Mother belonging to bis ministeip SU Tbo- 
Dia9 ; and be bad it intuiiated to the Freflyehi 
that he would give no more quarter the* 
soldiers. That was a practice, how ever, 
but too^well establishied. 
^ Catifiat exliibited, on thig^ day,, all bift 
skill, and the Duke of Savoy bisiuefifect* 
ual bravery. The former, master of the 
heights, made foie • work witb our two 
wings, galled in iank /likewise by bisr^iF- 
ttllery. What t^ould I do in the centre ? 
I Ibugbt with coniSiderable advance for 
some time ; but, overwhelmed rOB^ «botb. 
sM^S)^ I Fetired.a» deeeiitly as I *€iMild«-^. 
Catipat disapproved of the fury of bis4w4«>^ 
diers, who cried out, JLet ns serve the Ger- 
mam d la Tartare. 

It was always difficult to decide whe^ 
^rthisi indefiiiolile Dttkenmhedror did 
not wish ta gain the battles wyck Jm ocMsa* 
riienced : but Uaese last4wo served me far 
ai lesson ; and, m it was known that i Jaiad 
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fortable^ either in the army, in the city, 
. or at court It iva8 then, however, that 
I first perceived that I had eDemies. Ca* 
para was the first ; and, jealous of me, 
not Very prudently, (for he had merit of 
bis owD,) he was at the head of the Aus- 
trian and Spanish cabal, which endeavour- 
ed to vex me all my life, and which I al- 
ways despised.. . . 

... V: -'-(W); 

I went to demand succour at Vienna. 
I obtained it ; but very tardily. Italy 
was no longer in fashion. They thought 
more of Turkey, of the empire, and of the 
Low Countries. They were without mo- 
ney too. I returned to the Duke of Savoy, 
and said to him, when I arrived, My 
cousin, you cannot escape me again this 
campaign. The siege of Cassel shall be 
the pledge of your conduct. Are you will- 
" ing ? Let us commence immediately.'* — 
Alas ! Ism willing enough," he replied, 
but that will take .a long while ; believe 
*'me, it will be better to blockade this 



'^fortress all the .wi»ter thsit we may UJoi 
**' ilio the spring." " At least,".s«id I, kt 
M us tafeei'.tiie . castle oit Sti George imd 

• 

I obliged him at last to mftkelbk.si^e 
The snow compelled us to relinquisli 
it until the end of June. X madd great 
progress when 1 was entrendied. Prince 
Cbaarks- of ;Bcaod«nbiii^ Who jr«Ureired 
me one day» received a market ball 
through bis body. Crenon capitulated 
at length : F wisfaed to bemege : Pign«roI ; 
arery day thtre^ was some; vew^ pretosjs 
to oppose this, uader the tsembjance of 
consent. We WQut into winter quarterS4 
What a gloomy icampaign l*wid?wba4 a 

.'lie didi tiot ' kse Iriar^tte: to eeiaifM 
JboakJtkiieD spies eyfidust CQiwiuctiwfattai 
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IrlMd left «t Tuiin^ the caimtval of Y^n* 
ice appearing toe i^pu^oiia^' beJovmiMl 
a journey to our Lady of Lorettow A 
vow, he alleged, which he had made whea 
he had the small-pox. Knaw ing the pib* 
grim to be any tbin^ -but denrout, J smm 
heard that he met thrae the. ageats o£ the 
Pope, of the .Veuetiaus, 9,ud of the French, 
and of the conditions of the treaty. " I 
haire already told you,'' sakl I, wlbea 
I returiied to Turin, that I would oh^ 
serve you more closely than. Catinati 
You shall impose upon me no more.!* 
" It is very bard," replied he, " to be susn 
" peeted by a relation^" Hardly had I 
quitted bk closet, wbeQ I heard of the 
pubUcation of his truce with the French : 
and wishing to honour him no more by 
ig^ealsfn^ to him^ I expressed my indigo- 
nation- ia a- letter the most severe that 
ever I wrote in my life. Commerci» 
more impetuous, sent him a challenge. 
The Dake* accepted it, and FepaiFed td " 
the appointed place, but his miaiBter 
s^dhis gea^val^ pj^^^ntedtkim^^om iighl^ 
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He was now no longer under any con- 
' straint. He confessed that» not wishing to 
be at war with any one, and desirous of | 
its terniinatiou in Italy, he had signed a 
treaty of neutrality witAi Louis XIV. and 
that as the allies would not accede to it, 
he should unite himself to the French. 
As a commencement, Catinat and the 
Duke of Savoy went to lay si^e to Va- 
lence. The generals of the allies and ' 
myself, finding that, in consequence of | 
this junction, :*e were too weak to con- , 
tinue the contest, and fearing for the , 
Milanese, we accepted the neutrality: 
and each, after having evacuated Italy, 
returned either into Germany, or to \ 
attend the French on the other side of the 
Alps. 

Frustrated in the campaign and io 
the negotiation, I returned to Vienna to 
represent to the Emperor the sad condi- 
tion of myself and of our affairs. He 
saw that I was free from all reproach'; 
and as a proof of it, he gave nie the com- 
mand of his army in Hungary. " After 

ally Sire," said I to him, for Italy was 
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* 

« 

still at my heart, ^'the only way to 
have the Duke of Savoy for us, ia to 
have him declare agaiost us : he does 

" not care for generalissimo. He is the 
same among the French. In a httle 

" time he will be with us.'? 

(1697.) 

* 

The Turks are never in a hurry. The 
Grand Siguier himself, Kara Mustapha, 
did me the honor to arrive at Sophia with 
his army in the month of July. I mar- 
shalled mine at VerismaVton ; I recalled 
to me Vaudemont and Rabutin, for it ap- 
peared that the Grand Signior intended to 
possess himself of Titul, in order to carry 
on the siege of Peter waradin. 1 encamped 
on the 26th August, at Zenta. General 
Nehm was attacked . I arrived too late to 
his assistance, at the head of seven squad- 

* Louis XIV. thinking, ' perhaps, that I vas discontCDted, or 
^•t th^gr were diseontenled with me, made a proposal to me 
to "enter into his serviee. I received gaily the person vho 

brought the proposal, and he did not surely dare to deliver my 
answer exactly as I ^ke it. 

E 
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TODS; I do not censure liiiD, for he could 
not hold out any iooger, oferpowefed by 
Bwmben. Thaak heaven, I have newt 
complained of any on^ nor have I ever 
dtrown upon another the odiuaa of a &M\t 
oramictfortune. THnA 
> Grand Vizier remained on this side of the 
Danube^ which the Qtaiid SignioF had to 
cross togo and besiege Peterwaradia;,buty 
after coasting it along, and concealing my 
nteatioDfl by my skinnisihes wiA the sptr 
Ins^ I anticipated him, and passed the 
bridge before him. it was thus I saved Pe- 
terwaradfn. This march, which I confess 
was 8 brilKant one, was worth a battle gain- 
ed. I soon eitrenched myself, and they 
did not venture to attack me. Among some 
prisoners which we took, tiiere happened 
to be a Pacha, whom I interrogated, but^ 
in?ain,respecting the desrgtnrof Cara llffns- 
taqpba; but fonr husEs^rs, vsitib dra^ 
swords, ready to hew him inpieces^.scKm 
ae^e hieft conless that ii wai» i^tend^ to 
approach Segedin: that afterwards: ttie 
Grand Signior, changing hm OfNMMv kt 
had already begun to pass the Teisse, and 
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that a great part of the axmy under the 
orders of the Grand Vizier was already 
»irong\y en^enched near Zeota. I was 
nwr/'b iin g to attack biin, when a cursed 
courier arrived, aod brought me a lietter 
from the Emperor, orderiog ine not 
to give battle under any dfcuinetaiMie* 
wliatever. 

J was already too far ad?anced. By 
stopping, I should have sacrificed a part 
of 'iny troops and.-iiiy own homrar. I put 
the letter into my pocket And, at the 
bead of six regiments of dragoons, I ap* 
proached near enough to the Turks to 
peremve that they ware all preparing to 
pas* die Teifise. I returned to my amy 
with an. air of satisfaction, which was, 
they told rae, a good presage to the sol- 
^intmi I began the battle by mehing oa 
two thousand- spabis, whom I forced to 
fall back within the entrenchments. There 
i^ere a hundred pieces of cannon, which 
iocomiDoded ne greatly. I. bade Rabutin 
advance his Mt wing, inclining a Uttle to 
the r^t; and iStahrembeig, who com* 
manded the right, to make the same 
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motion on the left, thus to embrace, by 
a semicircle, the whole entreachmeat: 
a thing whicji I would not have dared to 
d5 before Catinat wW-wouW bcrre.m- 
t6rraipiBd me in so tardy and somewhat 
compUcated a movement. But the Turks 
left me alone. They attacked my left 
wing too late: however, it would baVe 
turned out but badly, without four bat- 
talions of the second line, and the artil- 
lery, which I sent very opportunely to 
disperse their cavalry and to make a breach 
in thl3 entrenchments. It was six o'clock 
in the evening : we commenced the as- 
sault. The Turks, attacked at all points, 
threw themselves in crowds on the bridge 
which we blocked up, so that they were 
forced to thro w themselves into the Teisse^ . 
where all those who could not swim were 
inassacred. On all sides were heard the 
cries of Aman! Aman! which signifies quar* 
ter. The slaughter continued till 
o'clock : I could nOt make more than 
four thousand prisoners; for twenty thou- 
sand men remained in the field, and ten 
thousand were drowned. I did not lose a 
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tlioiisaiid men. The first run-aways» at 
the dommencement of the battle, succeed* 
in joining the ccMrpB which remained 
cm the other side of the river. This was 
cm the 1 1 th of Sept I sent Vaudemont to 
carry the intelligence to Vienna. I pro- 
eeeded to capture two phalanxes and som^ 
castles in Bosnia, to burn Seraglio, and re- 
turned to my winter-quarters in Hungary. 

I set off for Vienna, where I expected to 
be received a hundred times better than 
I had ever been yet. Leopold received me 
in the coldest manner: more austere than 
esvetj he heard me without reply mg by a 
sir^le word . I saw, immediately, that I had 
been circumvented during my absence; 
and that, while I was^tting rid of the 
Turks, the good Christians at Vienna were 
endeavouring to get rid of me. I retired 
ittdignantly from the audience. I was still 
more indignant, when Schlick came to tte, 
full of alarm, to demand my sword. I put 
it into his trembling hand, with a look of 
Ihe most profound disdain, which alarmed 
him still more. It has been asserted that 
I aaid, There it is, still smokiDg with the 

E 2 
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blood of his enemies; I consent never to 
V take it again, unless to be useful in the 

service of his Majesty." The one half 
of this sentence virould have been a gascoa«- 
ade, and the other half a base resignation. 
My rage y as mute. I \vas put under an 
arrest in my own house. I now learned 
that Gaspard Kinsky, and some others^ 
would have^had me brought to trial for 
disobedience, and for having performed a 
bold and hazardous action; that I should 
he tried before a council of war^ and that my 
head should pay the forfeit The rumour 
of this soon spread through the capital. 
Thepeople assembled round my house, ahd 
dq>uties from the citizens offered to guard 
me^ and to prevent me from being removedt 
in case it was attempted to carry me to my 
examination, as had been talked of. I en-< 
treated them not to swerve from their duty 
of tidelity and tranquillity. I thanked 
th.em for their zeal; and I was so much 
touched that 1 wept. The city of Vienna is 
small and this assembly of the people was 
known at court a few minutes afterwards. 
Whether from fear or repentance, the laoh 
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peror sent my sword back, and begged of 
me to resume the.command^ of his army 
in Hungary. 1 returned, in reply, that I 
M^ould, on consideration, of having ple- 
nary powers, and being no more exposed 
to the malice of his gei^rals and minis- 
t^s." The poor Emperor did not dare 
give me this, full authority publicly ; but 
he did it secretly, in a note signed by, 
himself, and I was contented with it 
« . This anecdote of Leopold, whom X 
condemned for not feeling that I merited 
a more signal reparation, sufficiently proves 
the fedsity of an assertion that has been 
attnbuted to me— that, of the three £mr 
perors whom I had served, the first. had 
been my father, the second my brother, 
and the third my master. Pleasii^ mark 
of parental fondness, to cut of my head 
for having saved his empire 1 It was neces* 
sary that I should look elsewhere for en- 
ergy. Behold it in the North. Charles 
the Xllth, king of Sweden, is, at the age 
of Afteen, the mediator of peace between 
the European powers : it was signed at 
Byswick on the 2ist of September. , ^ 
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^1608.) 

^ TlNMmy amy ncfiif^dTdinfe 

tkatof Germaiiy ; but still the Tark^ 
vAk forces were four times stipnger. I 
wanted to win another batUe at Zedita. 
It was in vain that I marched and comrimi^ 
marehed ; tfie Infidels were e^evy where 
^trenched. I then retired^ in hopes to 
«atice them out of their holes ; aU tempta* 
tions were vain. I wished to march into 
Bosnia : 4liey had reeeived a rein£mrce«^ 
ment of fwfty ^usand Tiurtara, wid all 
the passages were guarded. I wished to 
beside Temeswar ; they would have made 
ne raise the siege. Before they had time 
to aasemble for that purpose, I tfaouglit I 
mig^t possess myself of it, by intercept- 
ing an immense convoy ready to enter. 
I marched thither myself at the head of 
my cavalry ; my infantry I placed in am^ 
busb. A hussw, who deserted from me, 
mademy whole schememiscarry. This was 
the most infamous campaign, fio^r my own 
glory, that I ever made. I only put to 
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death thirty-two ringleaders of a conspi- 
racy, to revolt, in seven regiments, who, 
not having received any pay during four 
months, (for the court kept me without 
money,) intended to desert to the Turks. 
On the 26th of January, peace was signed 
at Carlo witz, to make war in some other 
place, as is usually the custom. 

> 

(1699.) . : . 

I S6»t back my army, and set oiF for 
Vienna* It was during this year that I 
began to collect .my fine library, and that 
I conceived a taste for gardens and pa- 
laces. 

I purchased, from time to time, some 
fine cabinet pictures, and some drawings ^ 
not generally known. I was not rich 
enough to form a gallery ; and. I did not 
like engravings, because others could faaT^ 
the same as myself. I never loved imita« 
tions of any sort, nor talents •vs'^hich con- 
sume valuable time. Some ^yind-instru- 
ments, marches, warUke or huntixig airs. 
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Irawpet ca^Is, or agreeable tuiies of comic 
opemsr disposed me finom ttie necessity, 
during diAiier» of UUku^, or of beariog 
idlere t»ik, 

(1700-) 

Here ternunated a century of Qoatiauai 
wai*fere. The celebrated peace of West- 
phalia, in 1648, whose effects were to 
haye beepi felt by the whole contin^<v 
did not accomplish timt object. The ^ood 
counsellors of Leopold, and Leopold liiiB- 
yelf. not corrected by my example, wish- 
ed to bring Prince Louis of Bfwieii be* 
fore a council of war for his campaign 
on the Rhine* Salm and Kwmitz were 
the only two honest men who opposed 
this design : they would have been subdu- 
ed, however, but for me, who, more Iram 
jattioe than teom any coonexioa of blood, 
or intimacy of friendship, which, how- 
ever, I preserved all my life, spoke vi- 
gorously lipon tiie point, and prored I iiad 
not forgotten Zente. 
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After thi» pesbce of Garkrwit2f JPratUMt 
did m the hooour to sead M* de Viliair» 
$ti an ambassador, who ^as enfhiisiagftt> 
CAWf receifsd by fdl IrM MqtMHiitiUiccf in 
HiiDgary, where he bafd serf 6d KftUairtly 
as a volunteer, and by all the city, who 
found him extremely amiablef. • Bot they 
intrigaed 8t bt» cotf rt agaiost ovtra, without 
hki knowledge. He was very lOucii as- 
tonished al the coolness witii which he 
was treated ail at once. Notwithstand' 
ing the frieudship of the King of the Ro- 
onm for me, yet I eocrld ^eet Acrtfafng 
firom his reserve in his favour. " To what 
** good purposeis it,"^ said I to hinr, as well 
ss to thecocrrtiers and generals who ifikita- 
led hinr, thnr pertional aeerbity towards 
** M. de ViSkM^ who^ does m% merti it? 

I shall cotttinae to see hm, and beboire 
" the same to him, tmtil we be^ to levef 
* mnsquetry at him."' Frioee Lonis of 
Bttto «id SM«e r «iid, in sffife of eve^ 
ry thing; we three sepaa^rted i>ery good 
friends'. It wa& ft gretti hrns ttf society ; 
bwt at length, when Lonis XFV. had* 
fiinrihed flA hiB mushimkCiiiAiSf anicl dls* 
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closed bis intentioDS openly, he departed^ 
Previously, liowover, we received this eLS> 
planation. It is uot my fault/' said he, 
^' •if, without having terminated your re-- 

hellion in Uiuigary, you make war up-; 

on us. 1 shouljd have preferred, my Iqrd, 
" if you had done like those gentieweu 

who have turned their backs upon me 

here, and would turn them elsewhere 
''also, if I comuianded an army/' This 
indeed was a sarcasm d la Villars. ** You 

expect," continued he, " that the Turks 
'' will interfere, because the Abbe Joa- 

chim has predicted that the Empress 
. " will be delivered of twins, one of which 

will'sit upon the throne of Constanf;ino- 

pie."—'' I harbour no resentment towards 
. '* you, M. de Yillars," I replied ; " for, ia 
" your correspondence, somewh9.t light, 
" in the French manner, you have drawn 
" a portrait of me, at your court, traced by 
" the hand, of friendship : others com^ 
" plain of some imprudences ; and the 
" court, of having read, in your dig- 

patches. We shall see if the Christ of the 
" Chapel of Leopold wUl speak to him ii5 
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^ ke did to Ferdma$id the second. ' It is 
thus ; for it has beien shown me. Private 

' individuals do not forgive ridicule ; j udge, 
therefore, of the effect which a sarcasm 

^^^Ugaiost a monuch must {Mroduce upon 

" him." — I have been able to preserve 
myself in this country," said he, " only 
by the greatest reserve k conversation : 
I am angry witli you Austrians, who^ 

''among the other tales fabricated at 
my expense, say that I conspired with 
Ragotzi against the person of the 
Empennr.'' — " That is another piece 
of folly," said I to him ; this was 
the cause of it They remembered a 
phrase of yours in ah intercepted let- 
ter, when jou were a Volunteer ambng 

^ us. I am€m Austrian in the army^ bvta 
Frenchman at Vieniia. That implies a 
great deal, said the blockheads. There 

"^lifts never been any ccmspiracy againstour 
fimp^pors^ they have never been assas* 
sinated. We have no Jacques Clement 
nor Ravaillac among us. The people are 

^ not enthwiastic, as among ybu : but they 

^ do not,^ Ih^^Mre, pass easily from one 

F 
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Wajp bei9g tq[>o«b t)ie pQ}#t q| bl?a]iiii| 
out* m.9iiwf>.mt of the S]^{uu$lM^UfiSe^ion, 
^ graind oQuiabcil of Qonfere^c^ WM hcittd* 

army i«to i#pnibar4y.i but it .ijfaa jejejcted 
by, the wi*e cQups^lors of l,e,op9l<i TPiey 

Ih»dtVu^^ thousand iiHii.«^soe4^a^^ 
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French garristoh in fais capital^ I pretertd--* 

ities on the fmit of €atmiit^ wkiob.wrpQdt 
me as a pretext far coibineiiciiigmiae* Let 
nse say a few more words respeetmg thia 
IMfifty ef w^om I haveidreyiy q^k»li m 
ttmeh^ Faroiigha was almost his psimeiiia;^ 
nister^ The Abb6 Fantom^ his gentlemaA 
of the chatnber^ sometimes procured him 
girk^ a OMttttn MatibiavsometiHes » 
mistregsi like the Oouiitess Caloci ; some» 
times a wife to marry, to be on the part 
0f LoUti XiYtb. like a Gottd^ and 
dd'Blhfitttf. The and tb^oth€C» 
talked by Fmnce, hindered him icom 
dspdUsing mi Aremberg, who would hard 
rettdered himfatoural^ to us. The Duke, 
als^ had a fieraglio guarded by wibim^ 
never was there such an original seenu 
In short, thanks to him, behold me deep 

in war, at the «&d often days of iwirodibia 
labour and iettigue^ over mountains and 

precipices, with two thousand {ttone^ ; 
and a part of my success certain, because 
I did not tespect the nentMlity of the Yak 
detian Republic^ ^ 
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Catiui, bafiog noehred the most-difl* 
tiuct orders from bis court not to. .vio- 
late it, could oot dispute my entrauce in* 
to the Veronese. When I left Trentin, 
I sent my excuses lo the most serene re* 
public, by a Major, aud proceeded on my 
road. Catinat waited for me in another 
place where I must have entered by de- 
files, .and where I should have been beat- 
en but for the step (not very deliQa|e, I 
confess) which I had adopted. That was- 
the miMnent for flaying off the soimdiiiig 
words of imperious circumstances, of mis- 
understandings, and of the uncertainty of 
a general assent in a republic : all which 
I did not faU to do. By my passages of 
^e Adjge and the Po, I obliged Cati- 
nat to extend himself: I attacked and 
forced St. Fremont at CarpL Tesse 
tame to his support, and {n^evented his 
total ruin, which, would have been inevi- 
table, had not the badness of the roads 
hindered Commerci from advancing with 
my. cavalry : I routed, however, these two 
generals, and separated them f^om Cati* 
nat, who was waiting for me at Ostiglia ; 
and, while pursuing and charging them at 
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the head of my curassiers, I received a 
severe musquet tvound in my left knee. 
Being joiit^ by Commerci, Catinat did 
not dare to give me battie, w rather to cott^ 
tmue that one^ which was nearly the 
same thing. He availed himself of the 
night to pass the Mincio. I followed 
him on die other side of &e river, be- 
cause he had not had time to withdraw 
all his ^detachments : and the Duke of 
SaVoy, who had begnn his tricks, was 
sot willing to s^nd him his troops.. 
uBt retired upon Chiesa, and 1 became 
master of all the country between the 
Adige and the Adda^ ejtcept MmitMk i 
had entertained a regular corvespoikleaca 
with Victor Amadeus, from whom I had 
no doubt I should derive some advantage. 
We nrast be eumiiiig in Italy. I bnbecl 
a Reeolkt of Mantua : and he bribed the 
whole convent* Under the pretext of 
confessing us in our camp, the monks 
took away with theiff arms mider theife 
robes, with which to slaughter Ihe 
guards at the nearest gate>' and to open it 
to my soldiers^ disguised as peasants : 

f2 
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this was to have taken place one d^y, when, 
with a numerous escort, I was to have 
gOBB and heard nmss at Notre^Dame-de^ 
Grace. They had even bribed over th^ in- 
habitants* They were discovered however, 
disarmed, and punished as they deserved. 
I lotiit Mantua. ' 

The Duke of Savoy, content with 
becoming again a generalissimo, and with 
'marrying his daughter to the Duke of 
Burgundy, arrived at the army of the two 
crowds.. . Ipresented him my compliments^ 
from respect ; and I made him a present, 
from friendship, of some beautiful Turk-* 
kh horses which I had captured at Zenta. 
He. dared not accept but one. Louis 
XIV. displeased that I had cheated Ca- 

• • • 

tinat, gave, me great pleasore by appcmit^ 
ing the presumptuous and ig^orant ViUr 
leroy to &^cceed one of the best generals 
that Prance ever had. When the Duke 
of Savoy ' vi^lKed to do any thing, and 
said to hio), I am generalissimo," Vii- 
leroy replied, "I have an order, from 
^ the King and indeed he had one, to 

B^k mo yrhaever CQuld, and to fight 
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me. My cousin had the goodness to in- 
form me of this. I wanted Chiari, for the 
lieadof my camp. The VenetiOQ cotnmaB^ 
der talked to me of iieutrahty ; I told him 
I laughed at it ; be begged nie to accept 
his submission, and I signed whatever he 
wished. The enemy played me a trick ; 
I was their dupe for oujce ; I am compel* 
led to own it Prawntal, with all the 
drums in the army, made so much noise 
at &e bridge of Palazznolo, that the corps 
which was intended to prevent the passage 
of the Oglio remained still ; and the eae- 
my passed it at another place. I took up 
a position fronting with three sides. The 
honest Catinat, instead of rejoicjog to see 
his commander beaten,, said to him, Do 
•* not fight ; let us refire." The Duke of 
Savoy, who wished that Villeroy might 
receive a severe check, said, ''Fight! let 
^us attack! Catinat is timid, as you 
**know." 

On the ' Ist of September my post at 
Chiara, towards my left, excellent as it 
was, was almost driven in, by an unheard- 
of instaace of French intrepidity ; all my 
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outposts were already gone. I never wit* 
nessed such an effort of courage. Daun 
drove them off. . My rights hidden behind 
onr entrenchment, lying fiat on their faces, 
rose suddenly, and fired- Yilleroy at* 
tempted the centre : that seldom succeeds 
where the wings are beaten. 

The dignified, the admirable Catmat, 
rallied, brought back the troops to the at- 
tack, received a serious contusion in the 
breast, and amusquetshot in the hand. 
As for Victor Attadeus, he was every 
where ; he exposed himself like the most 
desperate of the soldiery : he had a horse 
killed under him. What a singular cha- 
racter 1 This time he wished to lose the 
battle; but the habit of courage extin- 
guished his policy. 

Notwithstanding the loss of the army 
of the two crowns, it was still strongs 
than mine. I took up a good position 
again : my double success had abated a 
little the confidence and the vaunting tone 
of Villeroy. They fought only at the 
advanced posts, and in small detachments. 
Mine had always the advantage, because 
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myspies, to whom I oftm gave three. 



^hundred ducats^ for slight information^ 
warned me of the least motion of the 
enemy. The whole had to decamp: the 
first ran a risk of being beaten ; it was 
necessary, however, to take up our winter- 
quarters. 

My horses, quite worn out, had not suf- 
ficient to feed them ; they were supplied 
with dead leaves : my soldiers visibly grew 
thin; but they Ipved me, and suffered pa- 
tiently : those of Villeroy, sufTering also, 
but much less, • deserted by hundreds. I 
gave an example of sobriety and patience. 
To relieve ouiennui^ my Vaudemont wish- 
ed to surprise his father in his quarters : 
awakened by a musquet shot, he sa- 
ved himself on horseback in his night- 
gown ; and this stroke of filial piety fail- 
ed. So did mine ; for Catinat, during the 
night, effected his decampment and the 
repassage of the Oglio, Deceived, or ra- 
ther badly served that day, (which, howev- 
er, was an important one to me,) I ran thi- 
ther, notwithstanding the obscurity, and, 
instead of destroying Villeroy, 1 made 
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oaif * fottf luzadffed futwommi I titled, 
however, a great namb» aa the other 
side of the river, by my artillery, wliich 
^lo^d ne itt lull gallop. 

The fffMMJh, dyiag with hifti^ itai 
fatigue^ eatered quarters. The Vcaie* 
tiaus would not grant me any in the Bres- 
san : to fight to be beaten, and to retire 
ifito the Tyrol, appeared lo aie to biB 
equally barid. Where tSam was I to vrm^ 
ter? I considered the iiK>st hazardous 
step to be the most prudent one : I threw 
ikysdi into the MaQtuan, and I tookf by 
assault^ Canette^ the aacieat B«drmctiiA, 
thaiiks to a soldier of Daun'si who^ 
Spite of a heavy discharge of musquetry, 
cttt tibe ropes of a draw4>ridge t mdihm^ 
Mascaria^ BodolescOi aod the bridge ^ 
Gazolo. 

Two little accidents befel my detach- 
mentB; but I know not wheth^ it was 
my faulty or thatof Drack, who command- 
ed on the one occasion; or of Mered^ who 
commanded on the other. This latter 
was made prisoner ; and, at the moment 
when he was going to be cut to piecesy by 
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way of retaUatioo, he was saved by a 
French officer : li^ feUi&to an ambuscade 
of Tess6, who issued out of Mantua for 
ti^ fisEpeditioQ, ^icb cMd him grcttt ho- 

^ ti^ wl)ole of the Maotuao, ej^pt.CiQi> 
tet^4Mantu?t,wMchIbloG)iaded. IJ^^w 
^oX whetiierit wae the heart or- tfae'geiiiu$ 
g^l^'^^iaoeae of At iraodot% w^oh «pok« 
ia>my ht^hoii tgi her, butshe gave a<grai)d 
s^ppejT to all the French officers, that I 
^ight surprise the place. I took- Bmilo 
ip fi^t^ of the Puke of Modena, who 
^gp^ to appo^it,: th/$ Puke of ParjDna 
ftlyeet^d whcdily; th^ entrance of my 
^f>ops in^ his country : I laiighed (^t hiis 
pf0t€pt(kti99%.iwd.ajl(:th<»e of th# Fope, 
nfhose^^^atory ho «aidh«;was4 Gpst»Ua 
had already surrendered to me; and,.a|t^ 
having disposed so well of all these petty 
ItaiiaD princei^I'<€0<Hq|»ed4hr«e provinces, 
to give repo^ to my tcQops. duhog the 
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« 

For myself» however, I took none: I | 
ran from one quarter to another, and re- 
. marked witiif^asure the negligence which 
prevailed among ihe French. «'l must," 
said Villeroy, " make these three priaoes 
" dance the rigadoon during the carnival." | 
This made us desirous to prevent him, 
by surprising Cremona, on one side by 
Cowmerci, and on the other by Vaucto' 
mont. The latter missed his way during 
the night : one of my detachments enter^ I 
ed by a sewer. I was ab«ady master of one 
of the gates, and some s^^ts. This 
couplet of the French soldiers describes 
the rest ; besides, that it is read every 
where. 

Par unefaveur de Bellme^ 
Et par un bonkeur sans £gal^ 
yoMmHrnMretrouviCremoiigf - 

Villeroy, taken by our soldiers, who 
liad throwik him under his horse, not 
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easily recogoized without his hat, his wi^ 
and his sword, said ta Macdonel, I am 
the marshal, save me, I will give you a 
Iregiment of cavalry, and a pension of two 
" thousand crowns.'* The streets were 
stadned with blood. To finish all these 
siuall battles, I sent word to Villeroy by 
Coausierci, to stop them, and to let the 
French surrender. He had the spirit to 
reply, they must not obey a prisoner 
and he said^ seeing Crenau brought in, 
who was killed., I envy his fate!" I re- 
paired to the /eo/^/€fei;iZfe, and endeavour- 
ed to excite the citizens. Mahoni said to 
one of my cheers, a good quarter for 
" M. Friedberg." The officer replied, 
" It is not a day of clemency; do your 
duty, and I shall do mine.'' Friedberg 
was killed^ Our soldiers, and especially 
the cuirassiers^ with whose courage and 
.order I was not very well satisfied, m ere 
repulsed jbn all sides. Before being totolly 
driven from the city, I went to see Villeroy, 
who excited my pity; I sent him off to 
Inspruck, and began to order the retreat^ 
which would have been very embarrassing, 
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if Crequi liaEd ctft Mf^^ff#9iii lAieM^ «f 

Freaeb, awa^^^eoed out of 1;heii* i^eep^asid 
half naked, resistiog us ^eiy where liith 
fet'ocity, iaod die mteit^^tt^ ef^eir^- 
Mine weteirery Mei^t; I hitd^ 
^k>ry of iiavmg mA^rbed, -and the shaiMne 
of not having kept ; but, in &ct, when we 
dotiot succeed, it is the same as if we had 

noit ^Hd^taki^. % wentt^to iiii^st mm 
closely MiififCtia, Whose 9uke was'dyiBg 
with fear &nd hiinger, in ^ite df all iie 
Bfforts of Tess6 who cofifiiieted himself 
"wonderfofly ; '^sonil^es 'be ^ludtfd 
the Vigilance of my paMes, ittd ^WFefyeH 
provisions into the town. 

The skilful, the ibtrepdd, the good, 
the amiable, the geilerous, the quick in 
penetaraiting l!be desi^ tif otb^, lihe^li- 
discreet, with respect to bis efvfn so Aetimes, 
the affable, the indolent Yendome, sue* 
ceeded Villeroy ; when he arrived, he made 
(^eral triiyremeiits infli hitsi iiltoy, 4tod^I 
did the same with Mbe, for Tsftw, 'plainly, 
that he wished 'to attack me, or to relieve 
Mantua. ^The court of Vienna not hav- 
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ing suppU^dlsibe. a su^kncy of tvoQj;>§^ 

eitiijeT from maUo^ or ffom wgnt of iiies^ 

vecy bitiUidAli; bft took irom me a^l my 
$fmU to w OS. and ray comtAu^cajtiops. I 
fiitr«ii,ched myself ivh^rever 1 relifed to ; 
and* the better to ^Eiev^ kio^ I ]pitcjbe4 
my c»iB(k^Yecy ttoajr lug. 

Certain splenetic peiisons hav§ blamed 
me, foa^ b^vivg endeavQiured to carry off 
Vendcmie ftonn hi» boose at JliTal^ or 
tbe boixtok of tb9 lak& of Mantuay, (wberi^ 
were bis bead quarters,) by Dayia, wbpm 
J caused to embark ^ith £ifty men. Qn^ 

ik^ 8oldi«rs killed tlate ^^ntioel Ytham 
D^via mrdfred to b« s^i^j^ Tb&gu^ 
em Qut l^via fe-«mb^l!^ed, aud w«m 
certaisdy wroog to fire mtp tbe wiftdQw? 
«f Veodome, as b$ departed. 

The first thing in war is, sei:f^ wk» cm; 
and, beeidie* it w^a doing; bim b^mr; for 
Qattioat himself could not bave used sucb 
limpidity in bis nu^^qgnvrey. At all eveiiti? 
«e w«re sQcm with e%cb other. Yea- 

» 

4omeibs^ tw^ve pieces q£c pl9ce4 
Qtt a bcifbt, wiijjiQe. he. battered ifly 
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house in day-light I hastened out of it, 
for it Avas ready to fall upon my head. 
That of Commerci was burned with red 
hot balls, and others were shattered down ; 
the tents of my guard perforated, and a 
hundred men killed. All that was natural 
enough I thought, but rather tedious, for 
the cannonade lasted during three houis, 
and I did not complain* 
' Not wishing to recede from Mantua^ 
I threw up entrenchments round my camp, 
^ twenty feet in height Who would hare 
thought that I had learned something 
from the Turks, and that the Turks had 
learned something from the Romans? 
That has been transmitted to them, in my 
bpinion, by colonies, like the Etruscan 
forms of vases and pitchers, which are found 
in the house of every peasant. I return to 
my subject. 

I could not boast of the smallest advan- 
tage over Vendome. A large detachment 
which was sent to observe him, command- 
ed by Visconti, who had three horses 
killed under him, was surprised and beat- 
en. Commerci, though with his legs na- 
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Imd in his boot9» $tmv^ too }ate» and 
•ibo witibfml being obliged to do it, ferke 
WM sick. I mw fikiiidy tkat I ^Kmid. 
■be &Hroed to raise th« aiege of Maatw^ 
collect my detacbmeats aad smtdl garcir 
Mwsiy and give battle with my twenty-sijc 
tfMMMWMi neii-. I Marched teirardg Sem- 
gtio, and Y«iidiOfM» JUnaara, whancQ my 
soBall garriio»v ivbicb I ftttU retained 
th^, retired into a tower ; from Sera- 
glio I wciit t» pafl» tiie Pe; al tbecoo^ 
■leiieeiiHMKt thecaaf^ctf Ze«Q^ and I Ud 
^ my iafaatry* witb tkek §aem on Ibe 
grouud, behind a laiige dike, near the 
eaji^ which the eaemy had marked, 
•«(. At the tatmeak vAun aomsy of 
the tMOt crowea,. deceaved by my sfuti, 
were about to eater it, we were diseovered 
by the merest accident, i nntde my sol- 
^CM diart) over the dike aawdttaailM^ 
«iKild, and they rud^d upoa tke mtmy, 
who had not time to range theiaaelves ia 
order of batlle. The cavalry, with &»■ 
cnveswhidi i fasd given l^em for the oe- 
earion^ opened Aansdvea a paiBageto 
eiiataia my iB&i^ry. The bmwe Qoair 
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merci, the best of my friends and of my 
jg^^neralS) was killed while fighting in the 
ieit'wmg. LichtCTstien took bis place, 
and was killed also. Laogallerie rallied 
them, who, desperate with the loss of their 
two commanders, at length repulsed the 
victors. They returned to the charge, 
and look up Ibeir fonu^ grouudL Dar- 
ing this time my left wing was beaten. 
Stahremberg rallied it. Vaudemont came 
to •his assistance and performed won- 
d&n. I W9B prosperous in tiie centre, 
notwithstanding the presence of Vendome, 
who was also in the centre of his army ; 
and yet, in spite of this, I should have 
jbeeu beaten, if I had not observed that a 
part of my cavalry, hitherto useless, as 
well as that of the allies, on account of 
the ruggedness of the ground, by cross- 
ing some «maUer ditches and penetratiiig 
throi^h some thinner hedges, might de- 
cide the success of my left and secure 
mineu It appeared to me that the only 
•way to render my success certain, was 
.tt> sleep on the fidd of bailie. It was, 
J suppose, out of politeness to the liing 
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#f Sfmin, that Vendorae had the Te Deum 
sung. I have been told that the l>uke 
of Mantua kept constantLy by the side of 
this monarch during the battle, which 
gave me a good idea of his prudeQce. 
As for the Duke of Savoy, he had none 
of that kind of prudence; he fought as 
usual, bttt displeasing every one by too 
much finesse. He was ill received when 
be joined the army of Philip V. who 
returned into Spain two days after the 
battle. Before finally abandoning Man- 
tua, I wished to enter it by my spies. 
But it did not succeed a second time ; 
a deserter saved me from being sur- 
prised just as I was on the point of 
felKng into an ambuscade. I had done 
bU 1 could ; 1 had ac4aired some glo- 
ry, and had lost some ground. It was 
not my fault; let it be remembered that 
the army of Yendome was double the 
number of mine. Of all my posts 1 re- 
tained only Ostiglia, and I would not 
take up my winter quarters until I had 
^en the French enter into theirs. I 

salt Solari to ^ver Trentin, and 1 set 

* 
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off for Yieonew where I h»d mt hem im 
two years* 

(17<».> 

The emperor made me preaAdent of 
wac in the place of Maosfeld. I told 
him that it wa&i impoHsible ta carr^r go 
war withaut troops aad without moDejfi 
tiiat they had beea wanting for the last 
six months^ as well as every other necee^r 
sary; I wis^^ that the ol^^er inilitiury 
coioiuaiiders might be bettea: supplied 
thau I had beea, which accordingly too);: 
place. I put a stop to peculation in aU 
the different departments* I said to the 
Umpeior, Your army. Sire, is yaw 
monarchy ; without that it will rev^t 
to the Turks, to the French, or per- 
haps, one day or other, to the Hunga^ 
riaiMS« Your capital is a froQti^ towa ; 
your Majesty has no fortress on any 
side i every ooe is payed ejccept those 
that seme yoiit Make peace, e4re, if 
you cannot mahe war ; which is impoa^ | 
" sible without the money o£ England. 



Digitized by Google 



PRtKCE EU6ENE. 8 1 

What are your ministers doing that 
they take no advantage of the hatred 
against France, but involve you in a 
^war with all France, and even with 
" your own subjects. Further, if your 
•* Imperial Majesty do not empower me 
to draw over entirely the Duke of Savoy, 
^ who is already half with us, there can 
" never be any success in Italy I suc- 
ceeded ; and this was the only minis- 
terial success I had that year ; and the 
only military success was to repulse the 
rebela of Hungary, so effectually and so 
quickly as to prevent Vienna from bein^ 
disturbed, and to save Presbrtrg. Al- 
j^oiigh I Ivas President, I could not even 
give myself the army which Leopold had 
promised me, and therefore I could do 
no moVe. ' * • 

*' ' (1704.) 

That indeed was not much ; but at 
last, as I had^ foreseen^ Carolt entered, 
at the head of the insurgents, on Easter 
Sunday, the suburbs of Vienna. I know 
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not wbj tbey fearad to. admnfift aafii^as 
tbecMirt ; foF I bad great diffiouky ia 
seuibUagf tbe HoaaU garrisoft and tiiye ciuti^ 
iieus^ whon;i I placed behind aa eogtr^nch-^ 
meat which I hastily threw up at St 
Marck'% wbic^ I exteaded frofos thcncev 
OA ibe ligbt and as lar a» th^ DasH 
ube. The few tioops that we had betweea 
Vienna and Pfesburg, and betweea Pres»^ 
burg and Ras^, had h^Btk dispersed. U 
was in vain: that I bad bagged to^ba^e 
iborc^iieiits sent tbeoou Tiiaiiiks^^ to tlua 
lesson, they graated thc«a to Hdister^ wka 

e«fet off 1k» reteeatof ^imm who had eottm* 
adr Vieuia» aad routed the detaclwMKila 
wbieb came to their b^{K I Qi^^lf 
]kUo Hui^s^ary to snake war for a ^bor^ 
wbil^^ and afterwards 9Baaed the aCQOOft^ 
modation with Ragotzi, Berezeni, %&q. 

It was necessary that Leopold should 
be in fear before it could be ventured to 
tell him strong truths. Where is the 
wistvess car tike fiiend to wboia we can 
tdtl mck witU impwMty i j^l less «««f 
we e^eet to do it to a pQwevi(«d »o?(* 
w^a spoiled V s^ves, wbQ accooij^any 
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kim, mery t& tciuircb, hat ^not kis 
^S^samtSib-t^^wm, f •deaiMided of him an 

HieJBus, 'OS Ml 4fiui be^ an -aaibasMuior 
'fi?dm a fot^gn power; Ikia seldom «kap* 
fiMHed %p ttie, ho>wever« 

Aetmnt, Teise « miU^"- raid ^1 
^Mek iki» ^ime, ^* borrow irom iioUaBd, 
^ ^hich is good for DQtbing eUe. tLet 

*<'ittref6^«» texes, bat « 'sort '«api^ 
'* -tfljticNi-; aiidiiokirgesBiB»2toimoiikaand lio 
'* ^^p^ons of Ibe ooust, wbicb, ootwilh- 
staodiog, should 4be sj^eadid. lua con- 
^bin^cetfiAtiBoanefd people, mho<kn9m 
^ »tfci6 )FeBoi»«iM«ofi&e state, «iid!the qran* 
^mty^ cirookitiog specie, il«t-tber£ be 
*^ memoirs read and discussed before grour 
** 9tfajig(jty. l^ey 4iuigb at our fins^Mca; 
** HBad-ist mf^tM, Jwsep aitlbegB: food 
" a Colbert ia the country, if it be pos- 
t'sible." 

WhatI gschied by^this was, the power 
t» tfeett ^alMi&; smd J :c«i£BderatMl wUb 
tt»4^tteai Aiwe and Marlborough. l iweot 
to find him at Hailbronn, to coocert mea- 
sures with bimaiidPritice'LoiiisetBad 
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whom I had not Be6n for a long while, i 
assigned to myself 4he liirosr i]!* Behel ta 
di^iead ; and I.iissued &oin them to follow 
Tallard, who wished to join the ElectQi? 
of Bavaria. Should I not be so fortu- 
nate as to succeed, imid I, -in tbe woi^ 
extremity I dw»U only fhave jto heat jthem ] 
together, which, will save the tnonhle 
of doing it singly. . Tallard and .Marsin 
possessed tfw .sorts of presumption, yetj 
diffareat from .that of V iUeroy, and widt 
mctf:e4>f.mind in Uiem» The pne founded | 
his upon his ^rCi and the other on the 
divine protection; which, indeed, by the 
cabal of devatees, had bendi^ed him as 
much as that of the court. Talhiird's 
moral vision was no less short th^ JUis 
physicaL Marsin saw better, and had 
more talent, but luckily . he loat * ]m head 
suddenly. 

With patience, and abstaining from 
combat, they might have obliged me to 
abandon Bavaria ;; for I could have BO 
other place . to establish my storea 
magazines at, than INordlingen; but th^se 
gentlemen were in a hun y; and the £lec^ 
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tor was furious, because of some pillaging 
which I > had permitted Marlborough to 
ma^e, who» in consequence, was entirdy 
devoted to me. We truly loved and es- 
teemed each other. He was a great states- 
man vbA warrior. 

They had eighty thouss^ men, and 
so had we. Why were the French sepa- 
rated from the Bavarians. Why did they 
encamp so fiur from die rivulet, wUcb 
wouldtiave embarrassed our attack? Why 
did they put twenty-seven battalions and 
ten squadrons into Blenheim? Why, also, 
did they disperse so many troops in oUb&t 
villages? Marlborough was more fortu« 
nate than I in his passage of the rivulet, 
and in his noble attack: a small escarp- 
ment delayed me half an hour. My ish 
fantry did well ; my cavalry very bad. I 
had ahorse killed under m^ : Marlborough 
was checkejd, but not repulsed. I suc- 
ceeded in rallying the r^ments, whd 
were, at first, shy of attacking. I led 
them back to the charge four times. Marl- 
borough, with his infantry and artillery, 
and sometimes with his cavalry, dispersed 

H 
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ibe ettemy, aod jadtraBced ,to take {loesesi- 
«k)Qcf fili^€itu: itee irove diiveiiback» 
foif axaosMnt, by the^attd^ butwe 
£ioished, by pij^shing them iata the Da- 
nube. I was under the gte^AesA ^ebtigar 
tions to Marlborough, for kau changes i$£ 
jpoaition, acoordiiig to civeiimfl^aiice. 
A Bavarian dragoon tooJL aim at me, but 
one of my Danes l^iekily pi evented him. 
Wie lost nine tiie«isaiiid men ; hat twehr^ 
thousand eight hnndred Frenchmen killed, 
and twenty tJiousand eight hundred pri- 
soners, prevented them, diis time, from 
ving^lng tiieir customary Te Deum^ wbkib 
4hey always do wken defeated, but whidi 
they never acknowledge. I wrote to the 
King of Prussia, respecting the noble con- 
ddict of Anhalt and hM oorps. 

T]2iapoor£lector joined hiuM^df to ViUi^ 
coy, who bad macched to favom^ his retreat 
They embfaoed each oliier mournfuUy. 
I 'have aaerificed,'' said ike Prince,^' my i 
estates to the King, and I will also 
sacrifice my life to him/' My JLoisd 
Duke, (fw MarlboiXMigh had become so | 
tben) {^jrinee lieuis of ibaden, and myself i 
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weut to Stutgard, to amuse aurselves. 
The second took Landau, the first Trar* 
bneb^ afid I oriMed Ibe iwe j^isaldbs ; 
the one, because the Go? ernor of Fnbottrg 
lost lumself^ and tiie other, frooi tlie favlse 
deKcficy of the Lieutenant-Colonel of Bay- 
reuth, whom I bad caused to 6nter as A . 
courier along with the r^st, and who, not 
enduring patiently a sound drubbmg with 
a stick from an overseer of the works in 
ibe place; coniinnded to fire. This, in 
trolh, wa» boaour Yery mueb misjp^laced ; 
and this was the only occasion on which 
it would have been very laudable to re- 
e^e a good beating. Had we proceeded, 
the blows would have been envied, rather 
than stigmatized. I went before Ingold- 
stadt, ready to surrender, but for the iri- 
trepidtty of a French reginient, composed 
of brave deserters in the service of Bavaria. 
They spurned my promises and my me- 
naces ; but, astonishing them by my gen- 
erofittty, in sending them beck safely 
coirvojed, that nothing might, happen to 
them, they evacuated Ingoldstadt; and, 
except Munich, the whole of Bavaria was 
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in our possession, thanks to the treaty 
which I made with the Electress* The 
ccmditions were harsh: she refused them : 
but by the interposition of Father Schuh- 
macher, a good Jesuit, her confessor, I 
succeeded in making her sign them ; and 
I set off for Vienna. 

* 

. . (1705.) 

* 

« 

i Affected by tlie. situation of the Duke 
9f Savoy, who had now reformed, and 
become again a good Austrian, and 
who had lost almost every thing,.for which 
the Court of Vienna had not indemnified 
him, I represented his case to the Em* 
peror. " Very well,'* said he to me ; 
take reinforcements to him ; command 
the army in Italy/' — " I remember, 
" Sire," I replied, " my last campaign, 
'* when, from stupidity, or knavery, or 
malice, or jealousy, leaving me without 
money, and without troops, 1 was forced 
to give up the blockade of Mantua, lose 
"all the.towns I had taken, and render 
" jny idctory of Luzara uselera. Thcjjr 
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^ mterei^ted lettero i&jeim Majesty, 
and eodeavtMred totoirBti^mjF hottow; 
'' I woiiM^ ralber lay aill uiy empbyn^Dite 
" at your feet, and leadv I know not 
" wfaefe, a UfeafretiremeDt. I havegoM 
'i through twca*y-two year« o£ ktbour, of 
which the last ten have been disturbed 
" by court-storms and intrigues. I had 
koped ta re-^eonqiKV one-half ef this 
Spaoflbh* succes&ioD ; but^ nofewithfirtaad- 
iag my victory at Hochstet^ I still 
" feared for your majesty's states, which 
had be^ lost, if I had b^^ beatenc" 
Leopold. pfK>Dii8ed iBe twenty*eigfat 
thou^aud men, regularly payed, and well 
appointed. I would uqt set off, however, 
tHl a£bw they had, aod I ropaiMd tit 
Roveredo. The MiraDdole had suiveii^ 
dered : I entered into theBressan. Yen- 
dome matched to attack me ; but, anti- 
cipating him in occupying ^ heights ol 
Gavardo, he did not venture to do it 
It was while there that I heard of the 
death of the Emperor : I loved Joseph 
better, who siMbeeded him ; but I feared, 
assQUS generaiiy adopt a directly coutrary^ 
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collide of ptoeeeding to tb«r fieUlicfs, lliat 
be would abaudoa the Duke of Savoy^ 
to whom, in truth, I was responsible. It 
was not so, however : he wrote to me 
to cootmue, and sent me, immediately, 
100,000 florinS; for the payment of the 
troops. 

Leopold was not without good quali- 
ties ; but I cannot ccmcehre how any Span- 
ish and Austrian flatterers could attempt 
to call him Leopold the Great. It did not 
succeed, however. He detested the French 
80 much, that he had forbidden a single 
word of that language to be spoken in his 
court. I got out of the difficulty, by 
speaking Italian, which I knew better 
than German, though I easily understand 
it, and can give orders in that tongue* . 

Vendome went into Piedmont, and 
charged his brother, the Grand Prior, to 
inake me quit the Bressan by starving me. 
I wished to dislodge him from the Cassine 
de la Cauline, an important post. An in- 
credible combat in courage and in resoiir-- 
ces ensued; seven grenadiers defended 
the pigeon house. If Wurtemberg had 
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wished.to set fire to the eamn€y wheii be 
first arrived^ he could have done it The 
Grand Prior came to assist ; not dariog to 
risk a general eugagement, I attempted 
passage of the Oglio. That was neces- 
Mury. ; £or nothing remained to the Duke 
of Savoy but Turin, I succeeded ; but 
liow ? I used trick upon trick, and avail- 
•ed myself of the sloth of the Grajid 
Prior, whom I knew to be a great sleeper, 
and effected my marchinthe middle of the 
night He endeavocired to repair this iault, 
when he awoke, by an incredible degree 
of diligence : just on the point of rejoining 
me, I wheeled about to attack him. The po- 
sition which he took, gave me some alarm, 
and, contrary to my usual practice, I as- 
sembled a council of war. I suspected that 
they would decide against attacking him. 

I suspected also, that the Spaniard 
Taralha was nothing very formidable. I 
drove him from Palazzuolo, and threaten- 
ed to shoot him, if he threw into the Oglio 
the provisions of which I had so much 
need. Ue took flight to Bergama« Vis- 
conti and Joseph of Lorraine, who was 



Digitized 



{)2 THE LIFE OF 

• 

wounded lliece, oveirtook him^ attd, io- 
stead of defeudiivg the height where he was 
very well posted, a few camtan balls wadt 
hmr snrrsDdetf, witk tan bimdeed imm 
Tke irage aud astooislimeot af tke Grand 
Prior may be easily guessed. Palazziiolo 
afttd tke bridge of Oglw baviog yielded^ I 
advanced to pass the Adda^ tke only hsoh 
rier of the Miiauese. 

I went to take Soucino ; and, heariog 
that the head-qiuarters o^tbe FranGh'weve 
at Solesino, 1 said to my generals, Aibes^ 
" gotti has^ certainly joined the Grand 
Prior, and I will lay any tiling, from this 
bold movement, thaliVendeme has a«^ 
rived at the army,'' I was moreconviii^- 
ced of this afterwards, when, occupying 
the post of the fourteen Naviies, by Vet 
ad^ Vendome himself eame to disiodgie 
him. His grenadiers attacked the bridge 
while others threw themselves into the wa^ 
ter on the right and left, to take my de- 
tachment in flank on both sides. Th^te 
were bravery, skill, and enthusiasm ! there 
were French soldiers ! 
Vendome wished to fight^ and I did 
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uot. I wished to assist theDuke of Savoy ^ 
in the Mantuan, and Vendome did not wish 
it. YeDdome, though not so negligent 
as his brother,had a little of his iodoleoce. 
Istole a march upon him during the night, 
and reached, by two forced marches, th6 
banks of the Adda. I possessed myself 
of. a magnificent country house belonging 
to the Jesuits of Bergama, called The pa- 
radise. I passed the Adda qnietly; Iwtt 
one of my waggons, laden with bridges, 
broke down on the road. 
- - The Adda, almost a perfect torrent 

at that time, was not very easy to pass; 
its rapidity prevented the quick junction 
of the boats. Vendome had time to ar- 
rive ;but a sort of amphitheatre formed by 
my grenadiers, tO' protect the labourers, 
disinchned him to interrupt their proceed- 
ings. The Spaniard, Cohueuero, inform- 
ed me of all, 1 intended to go and 
fight the Grand Prior; but he slowly de- 
camped by a positive order from his bro^ 
tiier. 1 thought to pass the Adda by the 
briui^c of Cassano. Vendome opposed 
Mimself : the questkm wm, who.«houkl 
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deceive the ef tber. I viaheid to Imfig the 
matter ta aconcluAidfi hj a battk. I bad 
been told thatV^dcme generally slept m 

tbe afternoon, without ar^y one daring to 
wake him, lest it should put him m an ii 
humour. Linan^e possessed bimself of 
tbe Cassinew^kd of tbe bridge of Ritorto^l]^ 
Avas repulsed. I arrived there : I retook 
all, and 1 drove in the left of Has Freiick 
Vetadome arriTed, also, with his ir&tqm 
' (iSpr^^y which soon returned a dazzling gleam 
from our tire. He had a horae killed rni* 
Aer bbn, and reeciiveda^ musket shot in 
bi<s boot. I received a nmsket shot hi 
the tltroat ; and, in spite of the blood which 
flowed copiously, I still continued, till a 
second ball, which struck ne above the 
knee, obliged me to r^ire to have my 
wounds dressed. It would be all ov^ 
with the French, if I took a redoubt. I 
had Anhetlt told to finish a smart firing 
which harassed me in the centre and on 
the left. Brave and active as he was^ he 
drove his horse into the Rif orto,followed by 
the Prussism^ who were in the water xvpftd 
the cbin ; be was wmmded. Wiirtemberg 
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did the same on the right : he was killed. 
Tike anm and moniuiiitioii of botk detoek^ 
iiifiiits "were wetted ; they ooidd no longer re« 
tMin tbe fire of the French. They pos- 
sessed theuk^elves of the castle of Cassano. 
fiehra, BeweMtiatt^ and Joseph of Lor^ 
«kie, a yoam^ |M*ioce of aineteen years of 
age, were filled in checking the enemy, 
and keeping firm on this side the Ritorto^ 
which they iMd been obliged to repass, 
aod wjiich the enemy respected as a bar- 
rief'diat I liad marked out to them. Tiiey 
declined to pass it, as I declined the pas* 
aage of the Adda« if thai be what is cal^ 
led losing a battle, I confess it. I went 
to take up an excellent post at Trevigio. 
The pretended conquerors were, apparent- 
ly, in much greater confusion than the 
conquered ^ no.t one ventured to ap* 
proachmy rear*guard. These conquerors, 
indeed, lost more men than the pretended 
vanquished, left behmd them s^tendards 
and prisoners, ^d threw a great quantity 
of baggage into the canal. Though Ven- 
dome had been joined by his brother, who 
fell asleep at Rivalti, two leagues from 
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the field of battle, (for which he was 
cashiered the army,) be demanded reia- 
forcements from La Feuillade, because 
he thought that I intended to attack bun: 
I did nx^ indeed, joinmyaelf to the Duli^ 
of Savoy ; but in consequ«ice of these 
reinforcements which I compelled Ven- 
donie to exact of La Feuillade, I spoiled 
the [Hfoject of besieging and taking Tor 
rin. Did I lose the . battle r I know 
not. At all events, I do not reproach 
myself for having fought. A signal mo 
eess would have rmdesed me master oi 
Italy ; and a £ulure, which is diffi^^t 
from a reverse, and which I may attribute 
tomy two wounds, did not prevent me from 
still mancBuvering before Yradooie all the 
rest of the campaign^ and to take up my 
winter quarters quietly behind the moun- 
tains, at Cabsibato, Lunato, &c« Before 
ebterin^ them, however, I attempted some 
small enterprises, ajil of which were frus- 
trated by Veudome. Not to be beaten 
by a man like him is more glorious than 
to beat another, I set off for Vienna. # 
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(1706.) 

Marlborough arrived at Vienna. I 
bad written to him, that his presence 
would be necessary to me : 1 presented 
bim to the Emperor, who received bim as 
might be expected. He assisted me in 
obtaining succours for the Duke of Savoy. 

Queen Anne/' said he, " sent me for 

that purpose. ^ We virili lend 25,000 
" sterling to your Imperial Majesty, and 

I calculate upon beating the enemy in 
^ the Low Gonntries." Thither he went, 
and I into Italy. I arrived at Roveredo at 
the same time as the runaways of my ar- 
my, which was entrusted to Rewentlau, 
who had been beaten at Cabsinato. I had 
but too well corrected Vendome for his 
sloth. Informed of my departure from Vi- 
enna, he was before me with his army. He 
had feigned aickness, and took, in public, 
remedies as if he had been really ill ; bui 
throwing off, all at once, his barley-water, 
his night-gown and cap, he remounted his 
horse, on the night of the 18th or l9th of 
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April for bis grand expedition. I rallied 
the runaways, and 1 hastened to Gavardo, 
to hinder Yendome from cutting of my 
communication with Trentin. Vendome 
employed a<i astonishing c^edty in all 
his marches : . I had great difficulty iu em 
caping him. Never before had 1 such 
labour. I succeeded, however, in possess* 
ing myself of several posts, whibh secu- 
red to me the side of the A^ige« That 
was necessary, in order to make the 
of Turin be raised. 

. Happily, (thanks to the disceniraent of 
Louis XIVO Feuillade was entriMiied 
with this business. It had been very badly 
invested ; two posts were free : Vendome 
pbs^ved me on the other side of the 
Adige ; it waslsecessary, however, to pass i 
that river. A Venetian commander took I 
it in Jiis head to intercept my passage to 
fiadia« I caused the gate to be hewn down 
by my grenadiers ; and, perceiving lAwt 

wa$ no longer with die army, 
the command of which he went to re- 
sign, at Milan, to the Diike of Orleans, 
I returned thanks, first of all, to God: 
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aad, without much dii&culty, I deceive4 
the French, who secured three posts, and 
passed the Adige, where they did not ox* 
pec t me. 

Tes66 had lost Spain at Barcelona; 
Villeroy, the Low Countries at Ramilies: 
it was necessary that La Feu^iladeshould 
lose Italy. I passed theTanaro and th6P<K 
Vendoiqe had carried with hiui the love, 
t\ie begirt, and the spirit of (he french. 
I p^sse4 the Secchia and t^e canal of Le^ 
%nd I again thanl^ed God for remove 
\t\g Yendome. T\ie Puke of Parma sent 
me his compliraents,fodder,andprovisions. 
The Dake of Savoy, sent u^e b iiofoleniaii 
firom liis courts to conjure me to go to him^ 
He was rather uneasy, with his small corp9 
out of the town, the command of which he 
had left to Paun. I wrote to the former, 
tliat it would all be over very soon ; and to 
the l^ter, that, reckouiug to be at N ice-der 
Iji-Paille on the SOtii of the month of Aur 
^ust, I should soon present to him in Tu? 
rin, as a recompense for his gallant defence, 
the patent of geaeral . of infantry, which 
t|.xp Eppevor ha4 given jne for him. I 
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caused Goito to be taken by the Prince o{ 
Hesse, and Astradella by Kirscbaum. 
I marched only during the night, on ac- 
count of the intense heat, which greatly in* 
comrnoded us. I passed the Bormida, and 
I halted on the 27th quite near the Ta- 
naro, to arrive in Piedmont, at the place 
which I had specified to the commandant 
of Turin,two days before I had fixed ; and, 
fifteen days before tlie time, I discharged 
my promise, with an order to thank his 
brave garrison for me. " The great calcu- 

iator Catinat," said I to myself, and 
" the fiery and rapid Vendome, (when he 
" should be so) would not have suffered me 
" to do all this." I returned thanks to 
heaven also, for we are devout when we 
ae happy. Apparently,'' said I also 
to myself, the extensive power, and the 

narrow mind of Marsin, will check the 
" talents and bravery of the Duke #f Or- 

leans." I went to visit the Duke of Sa- 
voy beneath Carmagnole, and our soldiers, • 
when they saw us embrace each other, 
threw their caps in the air, and cried out, 
JLong^ live Joseph /. and Victor AmadeusI 
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1 believe a f^yf, JjtttgUvfi Eugene I 
La FeuilJacle made an assault on 
30th, 904 wat repul^ad ^th grent kMu. 
Tfa^ Duke Qjf Orlesos, soiof e skilful iSs»»» 
]^ two colleagues, wished to marcl) toiuje. 

Marsin said to him, in the council of war, 
tibat prolmbly I only thought oi throwing 
succours into the dty ; and that, with th^ 
rest, I should si ^pjectator of it$ capture^ 
AH the generals were of the saiwe Qpiiiioo 
86 the DuM of Orieftii8. Margin Ahew64 » 
writing signed by tbei^ing. The Priace 
*^ is aagry," said he tp lixenji ; • • gentlemen, 
I have a tutor. My post-chaise : I shali 
s^o^/' He did not, ^wever, because 
hid was anxious to fight jl ^m&aA 
to cut off a consid^r^^ble copvgy. 

Turin held out for four nionths, and 
eould da no more : we march«d at las)t» 

deliver it. The X>»ke of §ftyoy and 
ipyself mounted on ^ height, whence we 
§aw tarious irregular movemejot? in th§ 
enemy's cainp. Tkme people, my con- 
" said I, are ^eddy hidf beateo.'^ 
Our »rUole aftiUery g^jre » terjrible coUfi ^ 

wclyit, TJUe battle cow^eoced; tjieDuk^ 

12 ■ 

0 
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of Savoy aud myself, ran where we thought 
Our presence mwt necessary. This 
time Mfe fought sincerely and heartily; 
there can be no doubt of it ; it was pro do- 
mo Sim. The right wing was repulsed first, 
because it could not attack so soon as the 
left. Anhalt remedied all with his brave 
Prussian infantry, and myself at the head 
of four squadrons : during an hour and a 
half, advantages were gainedT>n both sides ; 
we killed, but we did not conquer. We 
succeeded in leaping into the entrench- 
ments of the French, but they separated 
in pursuing. Three pieces of cannon, well 
posted, checked the carabiniers^ who, 
otherwise, would have made bad work with 
my cuirassiers, and perhaps with my infan- 
try : it was in rallying them who had been 
already put into confusion, that one of my 
pages and a vakt'de-^hambre were killed 
bdiind me, and that my horse, wounded 
by a musket shot, threw me into a Hitch. 
They thought I was dead, and they say, 
that this belief caused a momentary sensa- 
tion among the troops. The order which I 
gave, repiountiog on horseback^ covered 
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with dust, mud, and blood, to the regiment 
of Stahreberg, to fire a volley upon the 
French cavalry, relieved my in£stntry, who 
kept themselves firm on the part of the 
lines which they had forced. The centre 
preserved itself well. Relibinder was re* 
pulsed three times by the Duke of Orleans, 
who received two musket shots. The Duke 
of Savoy entered, at length, himself into 
the trenches. 

We were then able to give some help 
to the Princeof Saxe-Gotha, who perforin^* 
ed wonders on the right, but could not 
succeed, because of the Castle of Lucento. 
The Saxons leaped into the trenches, 
forced Pont Cassine, and the battle was 
thought to be gained on all sides ; but 
they all rallied again, and attacked us on 
the field of battle which we had won. 
BauD, though pressed by La Feuillade, 
made a sortie at this interesting moment, 
and decided the victory. I know not what 
might have happened, if Albergotti had 
not been so silly as to remain a spectator 
on the hill of the Capucins with forty 
battalions. One thing is certain — that the 



mmt obstiaately di«pati^ b»ttip which I 
ever saw, ought to have coqtinued longer ; 
Itowever, notcalculaUng upoo 8U£h» pi^ 
of folly, I had troops disposed to 
bim io flauk, if he haud attempted to d^ 
sceud to me. This was the 7tb of Sep^ 
teiiib6f. 

My good fortune would have it^ tbM 
Maram, who was killed there, waited for 
me with his eighty thousand men behift^ 
ilbe liues : if he had coiae to attack me, 
before haud, aud to turn me» Ishouhl have 
been greatly embarrassed with my thirty 
thousaiid. I was under many rfjligations, 
on this occasion to two FBenchmen, Btm- 
Beval and LangallerieTT-bad heads, aii4 
who finished badly, but whom I loved 
greatly then for flieir valour and spirit. 
I had some influence with the Empefov 
Joseph^ and I had taken them bo|h» as 
generals, into the Imperial seuryice. Ij; was 
a pity that they turned thus : they pr#r 
tended to be firee-thinkera, who are ajmosl 
always unsteady characters. The s^st 
ifiLtion of irreligion is^ independently q£ its 

« 
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foolish impiety, always the mark of a bad 
taste. 

Befor^ giving myself up entirely to 
joy, fearing lest tiie conquered besiegers 
should endeavour to cover the Milanese, 
I drew out my telescope, which 1 never 
use but when I cannot reconnoitre close, 
and seeing them fly towards Pignerol, ra- 
ther than retire, I said to the Duke of Sa- 
Toy, " My cousin, Italy is ouis !'* 
■ It may be easily imagined how we 
were both received in ' Turin, where the 
little powder that remained in the city 
hardly served to make a general salute of 
artillery, during the Te Deum- " I do not 

think," said I to Daun, whom I embra- 
ced with great sincerity, " that Louis 
" XIV. will have one sung in Paris this 
** time." 

The next day after the great battle, the 
Prince of Hesse lost a little one against 
Medavi ; but that did me no harm : I con- 
tinued to pursue. The Vaudois massacred 
the runaways. We took Chivas, Nova- 
re, Milan, the citadel of which last place 
we blockaded; Lodi, Pizzighitone, Tor- 
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tone, Alexandria, Seravalla, ftud Casel. 
Going to reconQoitre the post of Cara- 
corta, I received a severe eootusipa in my 
left arm by a musket-ball. 

(1707.) 

Our generalissimo remaiaed at Turiu, 
very well contented, and I tool^ up.oiy 
winter-quarters : we both of us thoi^bt 
of maidng the siege of TquIqq, aft^ litav- 
ing taken the citadel of Milai^ ^pd of Mo« 
dena» and some other little posts, wheii 

^ Louis XIV, oifered to evacuate all Italy. 

. We consented, upon condition that sq(B0* 
thing should bq given to the Ifuke of 
Mantua, Mirandole to its duke, ^ad 
much to the Duke of Savoy, as a re- 
compense to him. Daun signed the con* 
vention on our part, and St. Pater on that 
of the French, on the 7lh of March. 

I know ROt what possessed Joseph I. 
to send me to the Rhine in the place of tiEie 
Prince, of Baden. I wrote tp him, that 
this \v as certainly some trick of my ene- 
mies, that I did not. wish it, and that I 
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was going on prosperously where I was. 
I did not expect indeed to have missed 
Toulon. ; we should indubitably have ta- 
ken it, if we had not been made to lose 
time, in the conquest of the kingdom of 
. Naples, ^ere there was a conspiracy m 
&tvour of the House of Austria. Two cursed 
cSNrdiuals, Grimani and Pignatelli, who 
were there, prevailed against the advice 
of the Duke of Savoy and of myself : there 
is no influence at court which can exist 
ill absence. Louis XtV. would have 
been much more humiliated by the loss of 
Datiphitoy, Lftnguedoc, and Provence. 
Tes^ opposed^ in vain, our passage of the 
mountains. I passed them on the 4th of 
July, at the Colde Teride^ and the Duke 
of Savoy and the other corps elsewhere : 
the Vaa* Wftii crosi^ed wmb entrendiitients 
were taken ; we mai^ched to Frejus ; we 
artnved before Toulon. 

The Duke of Sav oy urged me to carry 
the height of Sft €aithttritie. I fAwotid 
thc^e l^e young pMnce of Saxe-'Gk)th^ 
and the Duke of Savoy promised him a 
reinforcement of four battalions, if he 
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sbould be attacked ; tbey could not possd^ 
bly arrive ia time. Never did tiie r'reucb 
attack with such rapidity aad ibry. This 
prince, only twenty 3 cars of age, and al- 
ready lientenaut-o^eneral of the armies of 
the Emperor, of Euglaud,andof lloliaDd, 
of a chaining figure, and accomphshed 
at all points, defended himself like a lioo. 
He had already lost a number of men : 
of the two hundred who still remained, 
not above thirty or forty were with him, 
to whom he said, My friends, let us, 
at least, die like men of honour." At 
that instant he was killed with two mus* 
quet shots. Works, entrenchments, bat- 
teries, every thing was ruined and de- 
stroyed, every thing was to be begun 
again. I was inconsolable for the loss 
of the young prince : but I was a little 
Ciunforted by the destruction of St Catha- 
rine, and by the capture of the two forts 
of St. Margaret and St. Louis. Notwith- 
standing, I could not help secretly ask* 
ing myseli^ wbere will be the utility? 
Tess6 made most excellent arrange- 
ments in the place, and I strongly sust> 
pected that the expedition to JNaples, whicl^ 
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had retarded the arriyal of the English 
and. Dutch iieet before TouIod, would have 
made us lose it But these are the effects 
of cabinets, parliaments, states-general, 
and coalitions. We should have marched, 
as I proposed, directly to Toulon aflar the 
eicpulsion of the French &om Lombardy. 
Notwithstanding that, however, but for the 
Iwavery and genii»3 of Tess6, and the un- 
happy day which witnessed the death of 
my dear Prince of Gotha, we should have 
succeeded. 

I left to the Duke of Savoy the honour 
of prc^osing to raise the siege ; 1 took care 
not to contradict him : I suspected that 
the £nglish would accuse him of having 
been in coucert with the French. They 
were vexed at having incurred so much 
expense uselessly : and they may be for- 
given. I wrote to Marlborough that they 
were wrong, and that this once, by chance, 
the Duke of Sav >y was the most sincere 
man in the world with regard to us : but 
he had not been too much so towards the 
Proven^eaux upon whom he had practised 
violent extortions, and cut up and destroy- 

K 
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ed their olive trees : taking »way plaat^ 
seeds to carry them iuto his owa 
coimtry. Detested *as he was, he was 
ofteii embarrassed in his retreat : mine 
was executed easier. On the 25ih of July 
my army arrived . at Frejus : I fhisr 
trated the iuteutious of Medavi, who 
thought to harass my march through the 
defiles and in the passages of the Var, 
wtiicb I executed without any difficulty. 

Angry, however, at having passed a 
campaign without any success, I went to 
take Suza, the only place which the 
French retained on this dde the mouii* 
tains : I went to Turin to take up my 
winter-quarters ; to Milan to regulate the 
contributions of the princes of Italy ; and 
to Vienna to arrange the plans of the en- 
suins^ campaign. 

We must not be discontented at court : 
I hate grumblers, even when they have 
reason to grumble. Idle sallies pass 
from the closet to the parlour, from the 
parlour to the dining-room, and, from 
the imprudence of speaking before ser* 
vants, from theuce to taverns ; and all thi^ 
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gradually makes an impression upon the 
people which may become dangerous. Be- 
ing certain that Joseph I. would be em- 
barrassed in my presence, for not hav- 
ing believed me, I maintained a oespect- 
ful but easy carriage towards him. He 
behaved kind to me, and scolded me be- 
t»use I had exposed myself too much. 
The reply which I made to this amiable 
reproach may easily be surmised. ^* You 
**have,'' said he to me, " driven the French 
from Bavaria and Italy ; go and drive 

^^them from the Low Countries. Rest 

♦ 

yourself, and set off on the 26th of March 
for several courts, and giv e the coalition 
that aspect which you and I wish it to 
have." 

. (1708.) 

On the 31st, I was at Dresden : and I 
obtained from King Augustus, a promise 
that he would send me a corps of his 
troops : I went to Hanover, the Elector 
.promised me one also. I set off for the 
Hague, where I eagerly embraced Marl- 
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borough, who had come there for the 
same purpose. We both of us urged 
Heinsius and Fagel to assist us, assuriug 
them, that, to preveut the eoeroy from 
besieging places, we would gain a battle 
as soon as possible. I appeased these 

■ 

gentlemen as well as I could, who were 
discontented becausetheEmperorhadnot 
made peace with the rebels of Hungary^ 
and because he had appropriated to him- 
self the revenues of Naples, of the Mi- 
lanese, and of Bavaria. I then went to 
Dusseldorff, to appease, also, the Elector 
Palatine, who was displeased with Joseph 
!• respecting the Upper Palatinate, J re- 
turned to Hanover with Marlborough, to 
' urge the Elector. 1 passed through Leip- 
sic, to urge also King Augustus, whom I 
found there ; and, after having given an ac- 
count at Vienna of my successful negotia- 
tions, they sent rae iramcKiiately to Franc- 
fort, to confer with the Elector of May ence^ 
that of Hanover, and Rechteren, who was 
minister of Holland. 1 spread tlie report 
that it was merely a journey of health, and 
that the doctors had prescribed , to me the • 
baths of Schlangenbad. And I said^ to eack * 



PRINGB £VSSN£. 113 

of these petty allies, " It is for yout 
own interest : a great Emperor would 
live at your expense, w«re yow not, 
smd peiiiapB lirould find himsdlf heUeat 
^^ off. One is obliged to preserve your 
" country thus. If you do not protect 
yourselves in defehding it, take care 
that anotii^ Loovois does not give tlie 
whole Einpire to fire and blood.*" 
I have always taken, as the basis <^ 
iny politics, the interest of the persons 
"with whom I had to deal, aiid have de- 
teftted the flatterers of the court, vtrfao 
say. These Princes are persmally Qttaohed 
to your Majesty. Thus they fool the self- 
love of monarchs, who like, besides, to 
be told — all goes an tveUy or excettent^ or 
-t^ improving. 

Yiliars was not the dupe of the orders 
of the faculty for the cure of ills which I 
had not. He wrote to a prisoner, whom 
4ie sent back to me. If you are id the 
army which is about to be comtnauded 
by Prince Eugene, assure him of my 
respects. I understand that he is going 
to the baths on the feOth of June: 

K 2 
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methinks he was not always m attentiiFe 
to bia health. We shall sooa see what i 
" sort of baths he wished to visit" I i 
assembled my army of Austrian^ and of 
allied Germans at Coblentz, where 1 had I 
a long conference with . the £lector of | 
Treves. The French had a hundred thou- | 
sand men in the Low Countries : Marlbo- , 
rough had only sixty thousand. They 
ordered me to march to his assistance: I | 
sent my troops by forced marches, and | 
went myself, post, fearing lest they should i 
, fight without me. Cadogan waited upon 
me with his compliments at Maestricht. 
He told me that the French had surfnrised | 
Ghent, Bruges, and Flaskendael, and that | 
they had need of me. I went through . 
Brussels, where my interview with my mo- 
ther, after twenty-five years of separation, 
was very afiecting, but very short ; and | 
I found Marlborough encamped at Ascb, i 
between Brussels aud Alost ; and hear- 
ing that the enemy had their left on the 
oliier side of the Dender, 1 demanded of 
Marlborough, when I arrived, if it was 
not his intention to give battle. " It is 
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my inteDtioii,'" be immediately replied, 
**and I perceive with pleasure, ljut not 
**with surprise, that we are bothofopiii- 
ion, that without that, they would cut oft* 
^^our commuuicatioD with- Brussels: I 
wish, however, to wait for your troops." 
I would advise you not," I replied, " for 
the French will have time to retire/' 
Yeodome wished to dispute tlie passage 
of the Deuder with us. lie said to the 
Duke of Burgundy, whom bad counsellors 
liad advised to march towards Ghent, 
" When you shew Prince Jbugene any de- 
sire to avoid an engagement, he knows 
how to force you to it.'' I saw this j^en- 
tence in the exculpatory letter which he 
published on his return to Paris. 

Cadogan went to Oudenarde, aud^in a 
few hours, he threw a bridge over the 
-Scheldt. " It is yet time enough," said 
Vendome to the Duke of Burgundy, to 
countermand your march, aud to attack, 
with those which we have here, that part 
of the allied army which has passed .the 
river.'' The Duke hesitated, halted on 
the height of Garves, lust time, wished to 
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return, sent eight squadrons to dispute 
the pas^agre, recalled them, and said, " Let 

us inarch to Ghent/' — There is no Ion- 
''ger time for it," said Vendome, you \ 

cannot do it now ; in half an hour 

you will have the enemy upon your 
" hands.'' — " Why did you stop me 

then ?" said the Duke. To attack ini- 
" mediately," he replied. "There isCado- 
" gan already master of the village of 

Hume, and six battalions. Let ns at 
' least form ourselves as well as we can." 
Rantzau b^an the attack. He routed a 
column of cavalry, and would have been 
routed himself, but for the Electoral 
Prince of Hanover, who, in thecharge, had 
bis horse killed under him. Grimaldi com- 
manded a charge to be made too soon and 
improperly. " What are you about ?" said 
Yendome, riding up to him at full gal- 
lop; ''you are doing wrong." — "The 
" D like of Burgundy ordered it," said he. 
This latter, vexed at being contradicted, 
thought only of contradicting others. Yen- 
dome wished to charge with the left 

What are you about V Said the Duke of 
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Burgundy to him ; I forbid you: there 
is a ravine and an impassable marsh. 
We may easily judge of the anger of Ven- ' 
dome, who had passed over it only a mo- 
ment before. But for this misunderstand- 
ing, we sliould have been beaten perhaps; 
for, our cavalry vi^as more than half an hour 
in orider of battle, before the infantry could 
join it. It was on this account, that I or- ' 
dered the village of Hurne to be abandon- 
ed, that I might send the battalions to sup- 
port the squadrons on the right viring. But 
the Duke of Argyle came up,^ith all pos- 
sible speed, at the head of the English in- 
fantry,then the Dutch,though much more 
slowly. " Now,'' said I to Marlborough, 
we are in a state to fight." It was six 
o'clock in the evenings on the lUh of July; 
we had three hours of day-light before us. 
I was on the right, at the head of the Prus- 
sians. Some battalions turned their backs, 
after being attacked with unexampled fury. 
They rallied, repaired their fault, and we re- 
gained the ground which we had lost. The 
battle no wextended along the whole length 
of the line. The spectacle was a grand 
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one. It was one ^heetoffire. Our ar- 
tillery did great execution: that of the 
French, from the nncertai at w bich reign- 
ed in the army, (the consequence of the 
disunion between the chiefs,) being badly 
posted,did not do much. Among us it was 
just the contrary: we loved and esteemed 
each other: even Marshal Ouveiiserke 
commanding the Dutch^ venerable from 
his age, and services, obeyed us willinglyi 
and fought wonderfully • 

I will give a proof of our perfect faar^ 
mony. My affairs were going on badly 
on the right, which I commanded^ 
Marlborough, who perceived it, sent me a 
reinforcement of eighteen battalions ; but 
for that I should hardly have been able to 
keep my position. 1 then advanced, and 
made the hrst line give way; but I found, 
at the head of the second, Vendome on 
foot, with a pike in his hand, animating 
his soldiers. He made such a vigorous re« 
sistance,that I should never have succeed- 
ed, but for INatzmer, at the head of the 
Prussian gendarmerie, who pierced, broke 

Y 

» 

/ 
/ 
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the enemy, and made me obtain a com* 
plete victory. 

Marlborough purchased his more dear* 
ty on the left, where he attacked in front, 
while Ouverkerke dislodged the enemy 
from the hedges and villages. Nassau, 
Fries, and Oxenstiera, drOTe Ae infantry 
beyond the defiles, hut they were roughly 
handled by the household troops who 
came to its assistance. I now returned my 
obligation to my Lord Duke. I sent Tilly, 
iwho, making a.great circuit, took these 
brave household troops in the rear, who 
were just snatching the victory from us ; 
but then, it was finally decided. The ob- 
scurity of night prevented us from pursu- 
ing, and su^ested to me a scheme for in- 
creasing the number of prisoners which we 
had made. 1 4seiit drum& to various places, 
with orders to beat the French retreat ; and 
I posted my French refugee oncers, to cry 
on all sides, Here^ Picardy! Jiere^ Ckam- 
pagne! here^ Piedmont /TheFrench soldiers 
^locked in, and I made a fiaimous harvest; 
in all, we took seven thousand. The 
D^eof Burgundy, and his ill advisers,had 
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retired long before. Vradome collected 
the wrecks, aud took charge of the rear 
guard. 

As they had already began to retreat 
from each other, as soon as it grew dark, 
Marlborough waited for day-light to over- 
take the enemy before they should be 
able to reach Ghent. His detachment 
found them soon enough. Vendome had 
posted his grenadiers to the right and 1^ 
of the high road, and they routed our ca* 
valry which was puri<>uing. Vendome thus 
saved the wreck of the army, which en- 
tered Ghent in the greatest confusion widi 
the Dukes of Bm^undy and B^ri, and 
the Count of Toulouse: his presence 
soothed, consoled, and checked the sol- 
diery. 

They all held a council of war, in the 
ta\emcalled the GoldeuApple. The advice 
of the Princes and of their couits was an 
usual detestable. Vendome was angry, ex- 
pressed his indignation to them for having 
thwarted him,and told them,that,resolving 
to be so no longer, he had ordered the ar- 
my to encamp behind the canal of Bruges 
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at Lovendeghem. I pitied him from the 
bottom of my heart, as I did the Elector 
of Bavaria in 1704, aad the Duke of Or* 
leans in 1706. 

As I was certain that Marlborough 
could not do otherwise than make good 
arrangements,- the day after the batde 
I went to see my mother again at Brus- 
sels. How many tears of tenderness did ' 
she shed, in beholding me once more with 
additional ^ory . I told her that the part 
of Marlborough, as wdl now as at Hoch- 
stet» appeared to me much greater. — * 
The joy of vengeance was a little inter- 
mingled with that of victory: she was 
well pleased to see a King humbled who 
had quitted her in her youth for another 
woman, and who had exiled her in her 
old age. What was suflSciently singular 
was, that, when advanced in years,? she^ 
married the Duke of Ursel, wkhout ta- 
king his nan\e. This is what no one ever 
knew: it could not be a marriage of 
conscience nor of convenience, but pro- 
bably of listlessness and mere vacuity. 

We could not help amusing ourselves 

» 
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a little^ upon the former devices of the 
monarch md his Place de$ VitUrire^. The 
^beea days which I thus passed Mfilh bar 
virerethe most agreeable ones of my iivhole 
iiile. I separated from her with the more 
sorrow, as it was most probable I should 
sevfif SM hor again ; but, lucfkily, die ww 
not told this. During: the la«t day of my 
abode there, the troops of the Moselle ar^ 
rived. Wewere then as strong as theFrench. 
I sent eight battalions to. reuiloroe Mai^ 
boisQugh, who covered Flaiiders* 1 laft 
the rest to cover Brussels, and I rejoined 
him at the camp of Elchiu. He, Ouver- 
k»ke, and myself, were of opinion that it 
would be well to send a large detaGhmcot 
to waste Artois and Picardy, in ordec to 
oblige Vendome to quit his camp. Vea^ 
dome, who p^ieteated our designs^remaiii- 
ad inunarea^le. I proposed the siege of 
Lisle. Deputies from the St^tes-Gonieiml 
took it in their heads to be of a different 
opinion. Marlborough (xmcurjred \¥ith 
me, and tiiey were obliged to be siientk I 
was cfaaii^ with. th« e, and Madho- 
xough uQidiertook to covev it isom the 
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army of the Duke of Burgundy. Thk 
last had encamped with sixty thousand 
men near the Pontnies^pierres ; and, I with 
forty thousand, after having invested the 
city, took up my head-quarters at the 
Abbey of Loos, on the 1 3th of Angus*. 
The brave and skilinl Bonfflers, Avith a 
garrison of sixteen battalions and four re^ 
giments of dragoons, prepared a good deal 
of embarrassment for me. The labour, 
far from being easy, was dangerous ; for 
Moiis did not belong to ns. My first 
attack upcm fort Catelen was repulsed.- 
My enterprise, on the same day, to drain 
off a stagnant pond which incommoded 
me, succeeded no better. I had bastions 
ocmstracted, for the firing from the place 
inconvenienced me so much, that a cannon 
ball took off the head of the Prince of 
Orange's valet de ebambre just as he t^as 
handing him his shirt. It was thought 
that he would be obliged to change his . 
quarter, and remove it further off. I open- 
ed the trenches ; and, on the 23d, the 
besieged made a sortiej when Betendorff, 
the lieutenant^eneral commanding, was 
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made prisoner. Boufflers treated him re- 
markably well. The festhral of 6t Loois^ 
which he celetn-ated by three general dUb* 
charges of his whole artillery, cost us 
^ome men. On the nights of the 26th 
and 27th, the besieged made a terriblewr- 
He; I captured tlie post of the mill of St. 
Andre. Souffles took it from me agaiu^ 
and I lost six hundred men. 

Marlborough sent me word, that Ber- 
wick, having reinforced tte Duke of Buiv 
gundy, the army, which was now a hunr 
dred and twenty thousand strong, had 
marched to the assistance of Lisle. Th^ 
deputies from the States^enmil, always 
interfering, and always dying with fear, 
demanded of me a reinforcement for him. 
J repaired to his camp to offer it to him : 
he said to me, Let us go togdEber and 
reconnoitre the ground between the 
Deule and the Marek and» after haY* 
ing examined it, be said, " I hayeno need 
''of reinforcements: I shall merely ap- 
'' proximate my camp to yours." Vaidome 
proposed not to lose a day in attacking 
the anny of observation, and that of the 
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firiege. I cannot," said the Dtike of Bur- 
gundy : " I have sent a courier to my 

^rand&itlier, to know if be apptwes of 
'^it/'* Couferences were held at Ver-' 
sailles, and the king sent his blockhead 
Cliamillard to the camp of his grandson. 
He ascended, with him, the steeple of the 
Yf ilage of Sedtii, to observe om two ar^ 
mies ; and he decided that it would be 
prudent to renounce giving battle. 

I wonder that Vendome did not 
mad ; amy other man, less tedious than he 
was, would have se»t them all to the de« 
¥il; but he, a much better grandson of 
the king of France than the other, ap-* 
prbacbed the night beferis sd ttear to re- 
CDnnoitre the positiou of Marlborough, 
that he was grazed by a cannon ball. I 
had returned to Marlborough's camp 
ao ain, to serve him as a tolunteer^ if he 
had been attacked. 

* In the second voTame of Bausset's Life of Fenelon^ trans- 
kMI Atot MoilbM^ tke^readep^uU find sevacal tettevt ftoni 
tfce^Oite ^ Bilrgimd^ to F^iidoi^ ittosMtii^e of Ta^^ 
aUrs tpuched upoi^ by FrUice Eu^eM^Snbafiv* 

» ■ 
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But, (whea I think of it agaii^) ^ 
Chamillard, (that is saying every thing,) 
a young prince without character, and 
an eld king who had lost his, it was 
mough to fiU the heart of Ve^Mioiiio with 
rage, wh^n they made him retreat, as if he 
had heen beaten. I continued the si^e, 
very certain of not being interrupted ; and 
I took the redoubt of die gate of Flanders, 
and some others ; but, after three hours 
%hting for one that was more essential, 
1 was driven off, and pursued even to my 
Mitrenchioeiits. I did not move mucdi, 
nor the King of Poland and all my young 
princes by my side, for I had to set an 
example and to give orders. I directe4 
two assaults to be made, to facilitate the 
taking of the covered way : always re* 
pulsed, but^U^orrible carnage. Five thou* 
sand English, whom Marlborough sent to 
Vecruit my losses, performed wonders, but 
they were routed* The cries of lAmff Uve 
the King (md jBouffiers / wereheard« Isaid 
a few words in English to these brave 
fellows, who rallied around me: I led them 
into the midst of the fire ; but a ball 



^b^iw die left eye overthrew me, iti a state 
of iii8eodibility« They thought me dead, 
wmd I thought so too. Thejr foimd a tuukr 
brel, on which tliey conveyed me to my 
quarters: they despaired of myjife, and 
afterwards of my sight ; hut uemer hap* 
peoed; I returned to myseill. The ball 
had struck me obliquely. This was also 
a fruitless attack : out of five thousand 
meu, ' not fifteen himdred retumed^ and 
twelve hundred workmen were killed.. . ; > 
i Obliged to have my wounds attended 
to, and to be kept quiet for some time, I 
IibA the command of the siege to Marlbo? 
rough, who resigned his post to Ouver: 
kerke. He succeeded in making a lodg- 
ment, en tenaille^ to the left : but a dreadful 
iBDiine bk^ up the attack and the besi^ers^ 
l^arlbcM^ough counter«*mined some» and did 
every thing in his power to save me trou^' 
ble when I returned. He compelled me 
to eat in pul^ie, to revive the eonfideiM^ 
of my army, and then he returned to 
bis. 

The Chevalier de Luxembourg eluded 
me by introducingmilitary stores, of which 
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llie besieged stbod-itt gT«At need; andti 
l»ptaiQ, called DubcHs, by mmiamg, 
eluded me also, aad carried a note jfrom 
Bonfflers to the Duke of Burgundy, to 
assure hpa, that, during forty days that 
tlte trenches iiad been opened, I had mt* 
made myself completeiy masteF of wtj 
one work. Notwithstanding that, !^ow- 
" ever,'' he continued, " I cannot hold out 
. longer than til! the 15th or aeth of Qc- 
^^tober,'' 

I wanted powder. . A singly letter £rQjn 
Marlborough to his friend Queen Anoe^ 
caused it to be sent to me, with fourteen 
battalions, in the ifleetof Vic&-AdiiiM' 
Bings, who landed them at Chttend. £¥€Pf 
one is acquainted with the stupidity of 
Lamotte, who itot only suffered this con- 
voy to reach me, but let his whole eorp* 
He completely beaten, which waff 
to intercept it.. £ntirdy recovered ^om 
my wopnd, I yisited, day and night, the' 
works, which Bouffiers, also constantly 
present, ever^ where, repeatedly ^e(^»d 
or destr&yed. 
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1 took it in my head to give repeated 
alarms^ during seyerid nights, the moon 
beifig in her second quarter, and to attack 
them afterwards in full day ; being per- 
suaded that the soldiers, fatigued, would 
tftke tiiat time to repose themselves. This 
succeeded : I caused an assault to be 
made upon a saliaut angle, which succeed* 
ed also : I had the covered way attacked, 
and that succeeded. Afterwards, I made a 
breach in the curtain, and enlarged one in 
a bastion ; I succeeded : and whoi, at 
length, I was working at the descent of 
tlie ditch, the Marshal, who had invented 
some new artifice every day, arid had done 
all Hiat Talour and science couki effect, 
demanded to c^itulate on the 2j2d <^ 
September. 

I made no other conditions than pro- 
mising to sign -whatever ones he might 
propose to me. This is to testify to youi 
^ M. le Marshal," I wrote to him, my 
perfect esteem for your person, and I am 
sure, that a brave mau like you, will 
not take advants^ of it I felicitates 
you upon your noble defence.'* 
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Mj coimefl nf war, wl»im I asseaibled 
from potiteoesfi, made some repreeeota^ 
tioiis to me, touchuig the article ths^ tbe 
citadel should not be attacked on the^side 
of the city. I yielded, having my project 
ia isiy bead, and 1 wrote to Boiiffief». 
' ' Some reasons preveat me, M. U MarsJud^ 
^^from signing that article, but I give you 
my word and honour to observe it ; I hope, 
" in six weeks, to give you, myself, fresh 
'^IHToofsof mjradmkatiOB.'' 3oufflerar<^ 
tiffed ittto the ciladel, and I «nt«red iatQ 
the town with Marlborough, the King of 
l^oland, the Landgrave of Hesse, &c. We 
went in I3ie moriiii^ to dlurch, and in 
the evenkig to &e theatre^ wad, aU mat- 
ters respecting the capitulatiou beuig 
finished on the 29th of October, I opened 
the trenches, on the same day, before the 
citadel. 

t Before I speak of this si^e, let me 
relate what hstppened to me during that of 
the town. A clerk of the post-office wrote 
to the secretary of General Dopf, to carry 
two letters to me, one of which caoie from 
the Hague, and the other from I know 
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mt^iiiere. I opened this letter, and found 
nothing in it but a piece of greased paper; 
pmuaded, as I ai^, ev^ yet, that it was a 
mistake, or some useless piece of ia&>rmar 
tion, which I mjght4iave read, perhaps, if 
I hsA taken the trouble to hold the paper 
}m6&se the fire, 1 threw it away ; k was 
picked up ; and it is said,.that a dog^ nomA 
iirhose neck they tied it, died twenty-foui* 
hours afterwards of poison. 

What jmake» me think lhait thi6 n not 
.troe, is, tibal 9A Versailles tbey are too ge^- 
nerous, andat Vienna too devout for such 

* • 

.an action. 

On the ninth day the besieged made 
a T%DK><s sortie. The Duke of Bnlns- 
«icdk> yfho repulsed them, received a mus^ 
qoet shot in his head. On the eleventh, 
distill more vigorous sortie by the Cheva- 
IkrdeLutenibourgh, wlkidro^einy ttfoopH 
from tiMor trenehes^ and ntade us fall 
back as far as St. Catharine's. One of my 
best officers of the staff had his head car- 
ried off by a caanon ball at my side. The 
emsmj lostniaiiy UMabefttretbey iieliKBed 
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iato the citadel. I bad every thing re* 
paired. 

Suddenly, I was oUiged to abandon the i 
siege, the direction of which I left to i 
Prince Alexander of Wurtemberg. The , 
Elector of Bavaria carried on that of 
Brassels. Marlborough and myself hmmIs 
him raise it, aft^ a smart fight, and some * 
good manoeuvres well arranged, of which , 
he had all the honour, for I could not pass 
the Scheldt where I wiaAied. The Elector 
of Bavaria was a little ashamed. The 
French Princes would have been so like^ 
wise, if the joy of returning to Versailles 
had not prevented them. ! 

I returned to the siege, but what a 
change 1 The Marshal had availed him- 
self of my absence, to drive away the be- 
siegers from the first covered way that I 
had left them. After retaking it, as w^ 
as the other posts which had been relra*^ 
quished, I wrote to the brave Boufflers — 

The French army has retired, sir, towards 
" Toumay ; the Elector of Bavaria towards 

Namur ; the Princes towan^s their re^ I 
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<^ spective courts. Preserve yourself and 
your brave garrison, and I will again 
sign whatever you shall stipulate/' — ^ 
He rqdied to me, Thiae is no imme* 
diate necessity : permit me to defend 
myself as long as I possibly can : there 
still remains enough for me to do, 
-wb^reby to merit, still more, the esteem 
a man whom I so greatly respect/'—- 
I ordered an assault upon the second co^ 
vered way. The King of France seems to 
hare suspected that I shoiild,for he wrote 
to the Marshal to surrend^; ami, not*- 
withstanding his repugnance, he was just 
about to do it, when, in a note which the 
Duke of Burgundy had added to the 
Kkig's lett^, he read these words, — I 
have heard, from a certain quarter, that 
they mean to make you a prisoner of 
" war." I know not where he heard it ; 
but this Prince, so araiable in peace, could 
never help sayiBgsuad doing foolish things . 
in war. This note, however, made a mo- 
mentary sensation. Generals and soldiers 
swore they would vath^ perish in the 
Ixeadk, Boufflerswept with joy^ as I 

M 
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bttf e beea told ; aod, ready to didogt 
resolution, he remembered my note, which 
weighed mote miiHk him than ihb Duke of 
Burgundy's ; and, after four laiMilbs €£ 
• open trenches heSxe the town and citadel, 
be sent me, on the 8th of Dec^b^, all 
tbe articles which he wished me to sign, 
and whidi I did wilhoot any rartnelmi. 
I hasteiied to pay him a visits with iJhe 
Prince of Orange, and truly to do hcmiage 
to his merit. I embraced him cordially. 
Mid accepted an itivitatiOf& to trapper, 4m 
condition, I totd him, ''(hat it sbouM 
'' be tbe supper of a iamiahed citadel^ to 
see what you expected to eat, but for 
ttie express order of the King/' They 
nerved us witli tomted horse flesh: ifae 
^>icures in my train did not relish this 
pleasantry much, but they were soon con- 
soled in seeing provisions arrive from the 
town, by which we had exodlent fax«u 

The next day, I gave him as good a 
dinner as I could at my abbey, where he 
came to return my visit. He was quite 
checnrful and unreserved. We talkei^ of 
t.ar, politics, and Uui. XIV, I yeiy 
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oircQinspect on thui lasi topic; and, speak'- 
in^ only of his great qualities, 1 begged 
the Marshal to present my most humble 
respects to him. I amused myself greatly 
with the flatteries^ on this bead, of the 
IXeputies of the ^late^-General, who, 
thinking to be very subtle, endeavoured, 
by those means, to dispose him to make 
peace, which they ardently wished them- 
selves. I never dared be alone with the 
Marshal, lest they should make comfue- 
ragef' at our expense, and that one or 
ether of us ni^t he fiusp^ted at our 
courts, where one has always good friend» 
who never sleep. After ray testimonies of 
consideration for this illustrious vanquish- 
ed general, whwever we were together, at 
tha theatre aod in our walks in the s<va$ts^ 
where I saw him adored by every one, I 
had him conducted to Douai, with his 
l)rave garrison, attended by a large escort, 

* Of this war0, nrhieh I do not in theDiot de l*Aeadenii^, 

nor VBk any other, I know not the meaning. Others perhaps may ; 
and therefore I prefer to give it in the French, mther than to 
|;ue88 a had tranalation of it.^Tran9» 

Commera^ea, gossiping tales. Jim. JBd. 
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and every possible demonstration of ho- 
nour. 

In one of our conversationB I -said to 
him, If you could have been within and i 

without the plac^ at the same time, i 
" M. le Marechal, and if there bad beea 
*• no other French princes but M. de^Ven- 

dome, whom I call thus from love to 

Henry IV. I should never have taken 
" Lisle/' 

•* Do you believe that there is a for- 
" tune in war?" said he : " in you I sec 
nothing but skilful combinations." — I 
replied, If I have sometimes made such, 
it has been because I had bad generals 
" opposed to me: and that was fortune." — 
^ In my opinion/' said the Marshal, the 
only bad luck is, not to have the op- 
" portunity of doing well, but a con- 
" quered general is always wrong, except 
^* on soifie extraordinary occasion, as an 
order misunderstood; or the death of 
the messenger; and he may then have 
some excuse : but there is none for a 
general who is surprised or beaten- It 
is only the ignorant who make war 
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^ game of chance ; and, iii the end, they 
are caught. Charles XII. is not one: 
but I perceii^, firom news Twhieh I have 
received this morning, tliat, iivhile w€ 
are speaking, he is playing very deep.*' 
I retook Ghent and Bruges ; and Marl- 
borough and myself, aftar having put our 
troops into vi^iater-^quarters, went to pam 
a month at Brussels : but m mother was 
no longer there. 

(1709.) 

On the 9th of January we «et qS for 
the Hague. Nothing but honours and 
fea<^ts ; presents £[>r Marlborough wd 93h 
tificial fire^works for myself. But I pre* 
Tented a magnificent one from taking place, 
by begging the States-General to give the 
money to their bmve soldiiers, whom I bftd 
caused to be crippled; and on the 10th 
of June, I set off' for Vienna, to give an 
ajQCountof my proceedings, and to demand 
instructioiis. 

I received one to make peace, if th^: 
would grant me all I wanted. I returned 

M 2 
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OQ the 8th of April to the Hague^ where I 
found the plenipotentiaries of the King , 
ofFrance* Famine, the oold of a win- ! 
ter that was unexampled in sev^ty, and 
Ihe want of men and money^ rendered 
him desirous of peace ; but the conquj&r-' ^ 
ed forget that they are conquered, as soon 
as they Jb^n to ne^^iate. They mis- 
take stubbornness for iirmness ; and they 
finish by being still more conquered. 

There were a hundred thousand men 
in the Low Countries, under the orders of 
Marlborough and mine ; and a hundred 
thousand men under those of Yillars. I 

go," said he to the King when he part- 
ed, to drive your enemiesso far, that they 

shall nev^ see again -liie shares tlM 

Scheldt, and to r^ain by a battk^ 

when I arrive, every thing that has been 

taken from your Majesty/' 

Without wishing to «void it, for he was 
lurave in body and mind, be took an exr 
tremely advantageous position : that was 
bne of his great talents ; he wanted ve- 
ry few things to become a perfect war- 
rior. With reinforcements, which came 
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•to u». from' bAI sidce^ we were stronger 
liiaii he ; btit there were no mams at- 
tacking him wh^e he was. To oblige 
him to quit it, we resolved upou.thesi^e 
of Torarnay. The trench was opened on 
the 7th of July, and the white flag was 
. planted on the 2ath ; and on the 21st <^ 
August, after the most dreadful suhterra* 
nean war that 1 ever saw, (for in twenty- 
six days ^e besieged sprang thirty-eight 
mines,) the citadel surrendered. Villara 
did not move. "Let. us. go and take 

Mons," said I to Marlborough ; " per- 
^* haps this devil of a man will be tired of 

iMing so fnmlent." Madame de Main- 
t^on did not think him so prudent as he 
wa^, though she loved him much : for she 
permitted Louis XIV. to send Marshal 
de Boufflers to his asiNstance, The ene- 
mies of Villars, at Versailles, thought to 
ditiigust him by this ; but I have already 
proved that brave men love, understand^ 
and esteem each other. The two Mar- 
shals would fain have saved Mons with-* 
•ttt ha^rding a battle; we were upon ce- 
remony with .each other, as. to who should 
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oblige the o&or, by . giving liattle. A» 
soott as our troops from Tournay were ar-. 
rived, " Let us lose no time," said I im- 
mediately ; and, notwitbetaoding a hun- 
dred aqd twenty thonsand men, woods, 
hedges, villages, ditclies, holes, triple 
" entrenchments, and a hundred pieces o( 
" cannon, let us finish the war." 

The deputies of Holland and some 
poor generals exclaim)^ against this, 
monstrated and teazed me. I wished to 
tell them th^t the old excellent French 
soldiers were killed in the six or seven 
littles MaHbofough and I had gained : 
and though I made, with regard to my- 
self, the redaction that the young ones 
form but too quickly, (an advantage which 
they have over every nation,) we decided 
upon the battle of Malplaquet On the 
1 1 th of September a thick fog which arose 
' concealed our arrangement^ from theMar* 
shals : we dissipated it at eight o'clock in 
the moraing by a general dischaige of ar- 
tillery. To this military music soeceeded 
that of all the hautboys, druaia, tiies, and 
trumpets, with which I regaled the two 
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armies. We then saw Yillars walking 
along all the ranks. As they must always 
speak about the King to the French : My 

fi-iends/' said he to them, as I heard^ 
^* the King commands me to fight; are you 

not all glad ?" They immediately shout- 
ed. Long live tlie Kiihg andM.de Villars! 
I attacked, without any shouting, the wood 
of Sars, I rallied the English guards, who, 
at the commencement, were scattered^ 
some firom courage and some from a con-, 
trary cause. My German battalions sup- 
ported them. Notwithstanding this, how- 
ever, we should have been overthrown 
but for the Duke of Argyle, who, climb- 
ing courageously on the parapetof the en- 
trenchment, rendered me master of the 
wood. This cost me a ball behind the ear, 
which induced all those who were about 
me to advise me, on account of the blood 
which I lost, to have my wound dressed. 
" If I am beaten," said I, " it will not be 

worth while ; and if the French are, I 

have time enough." 

What better could I have done than to 
have perished after so much responsibility 
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asl bftd takemipcmiByself oa tUisoccasioB 
also ? I must be pardoned thi^ digr^^^sioft 
aud personal history ; it is human. To 
endeavour to repair the faults which we 
have committed, is, I confess, moreiioble; 
but to survive one's glory is terrible. My 
affairs oa the right going on \veU,I wighe4 
to decide those of Murlborough^s on the 
left, which went on slowly. It w^s in vaia 
that the Prince of Orange had planted a 
standard on the third entrenchment Th^ 
Dutch corps were almost all lying on tl^e 
ground, either killed or wounded, DuP' 
ing six hours, MarlboiY)ugh fought mik 
the centre and the left, withoqt any 
particular advantage. My cavalry, whicb 
I sent to his aid, was routed in the way by 
the household troops, which last were ser^ 
Ted the same by a battery which took theoi 
in flank. Marlborough, at length} with-* 
out me, had gained some groui^d ; hence 
it was easy for me to turn the centre of the 
French army, which was exposed by the 
defeatof the wings. BouiQers did for 
Villai's, what I did for Marlborough : and 
vben he saw him fall from his hors^e dan* 



g^'ou/^y wounded above the knee, and the 
ywOtary iCicafiliijB; tfaom, he tbooght only 
of fBskiog tbe tin^t tettealt m the best 
pottstble order, i think it is xu>t over-rating 
it to BSLy, that the loss of the two armies 
amounted to forty thousand men r^tiKMioT 
that had nciheea killed, died of fatigoe. 
I let the remains of my ar^iy repose them- 
selves, interred all I could, and theii 
marched to Mons. 

i <faad only ife thooflftnd vcmt. I opear 
ed the trettcdi oa the 2dth of September, 
and, ready to make an assault on the 
horn-work of Bertamont, the 22dofOc^ 
tober Grimaldi tapitii)«tied. Chir troofM 
entered into winter quarters, afid 1 obli* 
ged to post along the roads witfiout ceas- 
ing, went with Marlborough to the Hague, 
to win over the StateiHGemiral, upon the 
pmnt of esoafmig us. I advised them to 
say, at the conferences of Gertruy denbej-g, 
tbat they would nolhear any talk of peace, 
unless it were a general one. That it is a 
^k>d troy to continoe the war ; ^or, it is an 
et^ wager, that out of four or five powers, 
^i^e will be one whose interest it will be 
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to have no peaee. I was sure fii Queen 
Anne^ becaiise I was sure of Marihorough; 
he seconded me ably. I went to give an 
account of w hat I bad done to the £mpe^ 
ror. I drew him a hasty sk^b of Europe, 
bf whose state I saw tiiat his couadl had 
not the smallest idea. I shewed the eaget 
desire which there was in many powers to 
quit us. We are courageous at a distance. 
They told rae that I had madeafinet»Hi*. 
paigD. I replied, that X had killed more 
than they could give me, but I would (jpy* 
I collected 300,000 florins for my army, 
which, fora long time, bad not been paid; 
aild as muiy recruits as I couid^ to reiar 
force Heister against the rebels of Uunr 
gary, whom they had neither the talent to 
beat, nor the skill to appease. I returaedi 
socm after, ioto the Low Countries^ by 
Berliu, whither I repaired to descend, on 
the 1st of April, 

I 

(1710.) I 
Along with my friend the Prince of 
Anhalt- Dessau. It was necessary to hin- 
der the King of Pr ussia^ w bo imagined that 
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Ihe Kingof Sweden would find him plenty 
work, to withdraw bistroojps from Italy, 
where the Duke. of SaToy^ meditating an 
irruption into Dauphiny, had need of lum* 

. Frederick- William promised me. I 
fffoved to. him, that, sioce Pultowa, there, 
had been no.longei; a Charles XII* and that ^ 
he was the prisoner of his irieod the Turj^. 

I was sorry, for he could not be a Gus- 
taiviis Adolphus, who made the whole 
^oipire tremble ; but I wiished that Russia 
should . be . prevented from, aggrandizing 
herself, and I considered Sweden as a 
counterpoise .the equilibrium of £u- 
P(Xpe. . The King of Prussia presented me 
with a handsome sword, and a^fine snuff- 
boj)^, worth 24,000 florins, which was a 
great deal for a poor and avaricious prince. 
J! . went, tp the Hague on the 5th of April, 
to.meet Marlborough ; and, when we ar- 
rived in Flanders, we found the lines of 
the French, extending from Maubege to 
Ypr^, taken by Cumberland. We went 
.to. lay siege to Douai« 

My baggage, conwig from Holland, 

was tajken by, a French privateer, near 

N 
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Attmsc all my plate,, strong bogseiy ami 
the presento I bad receiTed. Loui& XTiL 
sensible, apparently, of all that I bad said 
respectful to him through the Marshal de 
Boufflers, had every ilang ntaimd to 
me. I gave 500 florins. aiid< a goldh 
mounted sword to the eaptaiu^ of - the 
iHrivaieer. I opened the trench on the 
niffht of the 5th or 6th of May. Alber- 
gottimade arigoroas sortie; «»■ the dtb, 
-which greatly deranged me^ No f^ota- 
■mandant ever made so maoy as be dixL 
Sometimes he even made four in a day. 

Yillars, recovered fron bis- woi»d% 
arrived from Paris to make .us rais&th^ 
si^e. We took up a good position'; 
and, though it was not so strong as thai 
which he had taken at Malplaquet the 
preceding year, heTespected k. So many 
battles and so mctny places lost since the 
commencement of the century, had ren- 
dered the French very circumspect, and 
Yillars himself : that is saying every liiit^;. 
On Ibe 24th of June, Doaai surrend<Mred^ 
I also used circumspection on my 
part. I wished to take Arras, and then no- 
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i^Miig^' would -stop me m my pFograes to 
Pam : but YiUar^ overthrew my prej^ect 
by au excellent position, where I did not 
dare to attack him. I consojed myself bjr 
tsdking Be^uAe. It cost eight dxfB 
labaur. On the 14th of August we had a 
very pretty advantage* Villars, always 
courageous personally, even when liQ 
cmld not be so ia kis army, gave fivQ 
hundred horse to Broglio, to carry off a 
quantity of fodder, and marched himj^elf^ 
at the head of fifty squadrons, to support 
him. Broglio, eager to attack, fell into 
ail raiabuscade.; and Villa^s returned very 

much ¥exe4. • 

• Marlborough had a great desire to at- 
t&ckl I said t0 him, 111 lay a wager 
^'•Uiat you will not be aUe : ]^ m go 
^.aod reconnoitre." — Very well," said 
he to me, after finding it to be so himself, 

let us cc^tipue taking towns." We 
«q^ed ihe trench, on the 16th, beibre 
St. Yenant, . and they capitulated im the 
28th. ^ ' 

The siege of Aix did not go on quite 
«0i]iil0kly; it wasaqt until 4he beginning 
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6£ November that, after great ^forte cT 
Talour on both sides, the besiegers carried 
the covered way. The brave Quebrinta 
defended himself, notwithstanding, till Ibe 
8th. We took np winter quarters. The 
Hague being the centre of the coalitioiiy 
which I saw every moment about to sepa- 
rate, I went there again with Marlbo- 
rough, and I returned to Vienna on the 
26th of January. 

(1711.) 

There I found the £mperor and M» 
ministers still irresolute between their pri- 
vate state and the general interest. • ^ A 

halter or a cordon, in a word," said I, 
to Ragotzi and CaroU. ^^Finkh this 
^' tedious rebellion : you will have a good 
*^ opportunity, for the Turks are going 

to assist Charles XIL and, unless 

Peter L commits smne blunder, he will 

occupy them a long time/' 

They sent to me (I may say to me, as 
they think the President of War is the 
Grand Yisier) a mipistor called Zephafo 
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part, tiliat tiiey^o ld«psf euoily 
towards him ; but ttiat it was against tbe 
B i mminw ShrMmmenee wished t»mnge 

w<>£ld. T^ose W0r«.hj6 words. 

Joseph the 1st. wag attacked with the 
am^lrpoK. There no ^oocl physi- 
cians at Vienna; one was ploellfed^^ 
JLd^ ^ lit caia6.i>ilt>80 fuU and weU, that 
I thought him saved. I wished to take 
my leave of him before I set <^ for tb^ » 
Xnow HGcmitfeneg : jus me word, tiiat J 
lifltd fljjaewl^rcfixytosed «Ay li^ bat too mmsb 
for hiso, and t^t he neede4 it«l0ewher«^ 
jKtt with thie small-pox. I did not in«wt 
Japan it, :-aiid I «et -off oa the 16th 
April. Three days aftevwards, lhe»td^ 
• km deatli, irom the ignoraiice oC the Col- 
-lege of Physicians of Upper and hom^ 
Atis^a, wfac^ diisputed idl night > on 
<Biewto of femedywg a-gi^at.heat ia-.'tlw 
.liowels, which the Sdspj^ioi* felt. 
;gi:etted;^£atly the loss of this p^ino?, ^ho 
was only in his thirty-third .year ; the 

;iMt, aw0e -G^kasAw Y . iw^ ihid aiif ebu. 

N 2 
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meter, and wIm> waa not guparc^tkm^; 
and I longed to sei^e him even after his 
death. I ran to almost all the Electors, 
to dispose them to secure the Imperial 
o^wn to his brofto ; and I went to solfr^ 
cit the Dutoh again to continue their ere* 
dit in money and in friendship to the King 
of Spain, Charles II. who became the £m- 
'peror Charles-VI. 

The Protestants did not &iil to spr^id 
the report that the court of Rome, some^ 
times humiliated by Joseph I. had bribed 
ike physicians : but we should never be- 
lieve defamatory libels, or these autlMmi 
(^pretended private anecdotes, with their 
malignant doubts. For a long time it has 
been the ftishion to make all great person- 
ages die of poison. 

Tallard, more dangerous in peace than 
in war ; whom I should not have left a pri* 
sonerin England, if I thought he would 
liavet>btained any interest there, made tiie 
Tories triumph, and crushed the Whigs. 
His assiduity towards Miss Masham, a 
new favourite of the Queen, in the place of 
Hie Dutchess of Marlborough ; hisaddress 
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in sodeCy ; and his pi^esents of Bui^undy 
and Champagoe to Right HoBourable 
Members of Parliament, who were ama* 
teurs of it, changed the face of the affairs 
of Europe ; and afterwards, a M. Mena- 
ger, who was sent thefe by Louis XIY:; 
The consequences will be seen. 
' Mai*lborough played duriug the rest of 
his time in the Low Countries. Yet he 
found means to finish his military ca^ 
reer with glory : be forced the lines of the 
French behind the Senzee, and took the 
town of Bouchain. 

Hiey found a thousand faults in him, 
the Duchess being disgraced ; his pride 
they converted into insolence ; and of bis 
rather to^ strict economy, they made him 
a peculator and extortioner. * His friends, 
as may be es^ily imagined, conducted 
themselves as such ; that is saying every 
thing. He was recalled, which was a thun*^ 
derbolt to me. The French assembled oh 
the Rhine ; I made Vehlen return from the 
Low Countries, with a large detachment; 
and, setting off from the Hague on the 
19th of July, I assembled quickly, at Franc- 
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fort, ali ti» troops I eoitld get togc^Mr^ 2* 
taMidi'iip 60 good a poailicn «ki atousx^ um» 
MtiiiibHeirg, that I mftueuiced the dbctkm 
of the Imperial crown, which would have 
MM if J reeMTed a chM^ The 
French did ootdaieto dktufb me. liwMi 
a campaign, of &kiU rather t^uw of glory.. 

Queen Anne threw off all restraint. She 
had received, eoklly, ike Dotdi aH^assti^ 
dor, and pr^ibited<jr^a9t the*£aip«MrIs^ 
fram;a{i|Msariiig at a>urt, aU«gu^, as a 
texU some conversation of bis r^s^etii]^ « 
her. Charles VI, ordatod aie to recti^ 
tbe indliseMBtidiis «f Gailas^ aad ta vegak 
tiie cabinetof &t* Jame&'iS^ * ^ ^ 

As a good cousin of Victor Amad^u^i^il 

oughtta kavedoiiaaskewoijild have done 
in my place, exekamagakiftt MarUMMKNigh 
OQOffe loiadly than of ihk ^eaemias, aad 
not have seen liim • But, even from* fiaica* 
Nation, petty minds should sometimes as^ . 
flume' a«¥trtoe. We see, othmviae^ how 
f^ej Mfisb to atioeeedv !rb€»y are despbed^ 
land fail in their pucpose* Gnatitude, es- 
teem, participation in so many military 
J«faHir8,aad pity Ibrdaein disgrace, wade 
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ittb ikctovr myself into tbe arms' of Msurl- 
bcMTOUgh with emotion. Beside^, oa such 
occasions^ it is the heart that rules. The 
people, who followed me wherever I went 
from the m(Hnent I set foot in London^- 
perc^ved this, and loved me the more for 
it ; the opposition, and the honest individ- 
uals of the court, did not esteem me less* 
In one way or anotiier, every thiog was 
finished for Austria. I caressed a great 
many persons in place. I made presents, 
for much may be bought in England. I 
ofifered to have Gallas recalled. I pteseot* 
4sd ft memoir upcm this subject, and b^ged 
ibe Queen to adopt other determinations 
at the congress of Utrecht, whither her 
plenipotentiaries were dready gone, in or- 
der that tiie EmperOT might be able to 
send his there. They gave me so vague an 
answer, that if the court of Vienna had 
believed me, they would not Iiave rdied, 
at all, upon the feeble succours of 
Buke of Ormond, who set off to command 
the English in the place of Marlborough ; 
and I should not have lost the battle of 
Denaio. This is how it happened. JN'o^ 
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wil^btftavydu^ tb^ exc«tteat«^eoeptkyii &9m 
ike^QmeUy who gave we, at my departure 
her portrait, I went to tell the States-Gea- 
4hBt me ton\d rockon ooly upoB 
UmAi and paraii^ tbroiigh Dtv^scht^ to 
Hftake my obBervatioas, I foiuid the toiie ^ 
thd French so changed, so elevated, that 
I jppfts mope C6rteia thm wer of <what I 
amouBced. On B»y aririyal at the AWbe^ 
of Anchin, where I had assenotbled mf 
army, Avhich consisted of more thasi a 
hundred Ib^ueaDd vuSn^ Ormend *aiv6 
and made me tiiiemoat flattwkig prowiwiift 
and hud the. goodness to conssnit tiwft 
I should pass the Scheldt below Bouchaifti 
3»tfB£t&t feigning to* agree ^o- therfseg^f 
o|'ri^ie§nai^ he mdeaxmr^^ §astf 4# 
dissuade me from it : .and then, ^dthwilt 
any hesitation, refused to assist me in 
it. I eaid to bun, ¥ery well, I 
diaU do without yow ^bteea thooeotfad 
men." I ^»hall conduct tham^" replied 
he, to take possession of Dunkiik^ 
^^ 'tt^hich the French are to surrender tof 
me." I liongratukfee the two nattons/" 
I.i^Uedt '' .u|>an this operntion^ .vKhicji 
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^ wffi do equaLhonoiii:to bot&. Faiewdl, 
^ sir/^ He gave ordevB for all the troops 
in. ike pay ai- JSg^ImbnL to Miom himL 
Vcvyvfew olMjred* I bad aixticipated' the 
hkm ; aznib I wast^ sure of the Priiiee of 
Anhalt^ and the Prince of Hesse Cassel. 

Oft Hm SOtb of July 1 took Quesnoi. 
l^omitiitted th« chAfge of the «ege of 
Laodrocy to- the Prince of Anhalt, aad I 
entered liieliues which I had made between 
Marchiennes and Denain. The Dutch 
bod coti^oted imiitrase stofes of 
£Ui0itidii for war aod t&t tke mouth at 
MavchieuBes* It was in vain that T 
repres^ted to them it would be better 
to piftce item At Qttesnoi^ whtdl im not 
more 4jifl»}r thfee leagues- from i^andreey, 
one-tenth the distance of the otlier 
place : the economy of these gentlemen 
opposed it. It was tbiif that itmAt me 
MQf^ with an oath, but good humouredly, 
one day, (as they tell me) when they 
were speaking before me of the conquests 
of Alexander, "that he had no Dutch 
1* deputies in his army/' I mtitde twenty 
tbcar , battalion^ and ten squadrons 
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alter the Hues uoder the comBiaad of 
the Earl of Albermarle, and I advanced to 
Quesnoi with die muQ body of my army, 
to watch the motions of Vilkrs, During 
all these artifices^ of which I foresaw^ well, 
that I should be the dupe, and of which 
Lpais XIV. was ' ignorant^ I m&de him 
tremble upoa his throne. At a Y^ery 
sjpgiall distance from Versailles, one of my 
adherept^ carried off Berengh^n, think- 
ing it was the Dauphin ; others pillaged 
Champagne and Lorraine. GF9^^eas<^, 
with two thousand hitfse^ levied contriha- 
tions .eve^y where, spread general conster- 
nation and alarm, and as.$ured them that 
I sl^uld soon follow with my whole 
army^ It is ass^ted that Louis XIV. 
said on this occasion, If Landrecy is 
*^ taken, I will put myself at the head of 
*^piy nobility, and perish rather than see 
*i my kingdom lost/' Would he hftiredooe 
it? Would he not have done it ? I omr 
mot say. Ij^e wished, ouce, to quit . tbe 
trench : but they dissi^aded him. For- 
merly they advised the cQiitrary to Hen- 
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i*y I V\ be made the siga of the cross, and 
remained. 

Villars, not thinking himself strong 
enough to attack me, (which i¥as just what 
I wished) thought to deliver Laudrecy 
in another manner. I have mentioned my 
Texation at having my magazines at Mar- 
chiennes, on which depended the continu-' 
ation of the siege. Two leagues of extent 
were too much for the Dutch corps. But 
I for the want of the English corps, they 
might have been defended. Now Mras 
the occasion on which Yillars proved his 
skill, and I committed a sort of error with 
\ which I reproached myself : to com^eal a 
movement with his left towards the Scheldt 
1 with the greatest secrecy and security 
possible, he drew my attention, with his 
right, towards Landrecy, as if he intended 
to attack the lines of contravallation. 
Suddenly, he brought this right towards 
his left, which, during the night had easi- 
ly placed bridges, as the Scheldt was not 
broad at this part. These two wings united 
advanced unknown to Albermarle, who 
endeavoured, but in vain, to beat those 

o 
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jwho had passed with his cavalry. Hp 
relied upon ine : but 1 relied upon hiw. 
At his lBa»t disisharge of artillery, I 
Buu^^hed . to his assistaoQe with a largp 
detachmeat of dragoons, at trot, | 
make them dismount should it, j(3ie.iie- j 

pessary, foJlowed by my . iufaijtry, , w^iiph ■ 
arrivedin quick march. The ^jowa^^ice of | 
thQ Dutch rendered my efforts nseless. ,lf j 
they had only kept their posts atDepain» | 
.for half an hour, 1 should have.arrived in 
time. I had calculated thus, in the w orst 
ejftj^emity, should 1 be deceived by the I 
.manoeuvres of Villars. 

.1. found only eight hundred D|ien,.^d | 
three or four g^rals drowned in tjtie 
Scheldt, and all those who had been su^ ' 
prised in the en trenchments killed, without ' 
any defence. A Ibermarle, and aU the.prin- 
ces and generals in th^ service of JtiQUai»4, ; 
were made .prisoners in striving to rally 
.their troops. They endeavoured to .btapk- 
en the character of the, finrmer.to th^ 
. States-Qeokeralr I wrote tQ thfip«Qsioi»ary 
.>lieinsi«s. ".It would be for me,, sir, to 

'-t ^iyow the faults or misfoytftO.es of .that 
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**day, upon the Earl of AlbCTinarle, if^T 
^ had a single reproach to make to hito. 
He bfts condttcted himself as* a man of 
honour, but I deiy the most able general 
to extricate himself, when his troops, 
" after a bad discharge, shamefully take 
"tofliglit Your obstinacy, in leaving youv 
magiazines at Marchiennes, is the cause 
of all. Assure their Eminences of the 
truth of what I ha^ xvritten to you^ of 
" my discontent, and of my deep regret.f 
I obliged to raiBe the si^ of Elm- 
drecy, and, being obliged to ap]M^6acb 
Monis ft)r the subsistence of my army, i 
could ilot prevent Villars from retaking 
BoUfdi, <^«snoi, and Bbucbahi. 

1 €lfbea ejtamine myself with all ^ossi^ 
ble r^tin I thifik, that if I bad put 
twenty batiaKons more into the lines, 
ifhvoh WtnAd hfavft been necessary to gvmii 
tiieib^ Yillslrs, being stronger than 1^ 
would then have beaten me. Out of tbe 
lines, posted as I was, I provided for 
every thing. Could I expect that an hour, 
more or less, «t the itfost, wonki decide my 
glory, the war, and the wel£»reof Francel 
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The artillery wiUi which the lines were 
bristled, ought, alone, to have given me 
time to arrive. But, instead of being well 
served, it was as basely abandoned as the 
entrenchments. The two errors which I 
committed were, not having despised th^ 
representations of the deputies on the sub- 
ject of Marchiennes, and, having confided 
a post so important to their troops, the 
flower of whom had perished at Malpla* 
quet. 

Unfortunate in Hainault, I prepared ev- 
ery thing for being prosperous in Flanders 
at the commencement of the nei^t cam-^ 
paign. I terminated the present by send- 
ing a detachment to surprise the fort €)i 
Keaoque, What a paltry indemnification! 
But we sometimes work for the Gazette. 

It may easily be supposed that I under- 
went criticisms at Vienna, at London, at 
ttke Hague, and in songs at Paris. Here is^ 
one which I thpughtpretty enough, because 
it contained, in a few words, ray history. 

« 

Eugene, entrant en campagntc 

Aasurait, d'an air hautaio, 

Qo*U irait droit en Champagnis - ^ 
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Pour y gQormer de bon vIq. 
I/Hollanilaiti poorse voyage^ 

iit «p|N>iter too ftmAage 
Hon Mftroliieiiiie et dmsOenaia 4 

Mais Ytllan, piqu^ de ginire, 
Lear cria, Messieurs, toQt beaa: 

** Pour vous, c'est assez de boire» 
L'eau boorbeoae de I'Escaiit.'' 

t went to Utrecht, to consnlt llie looks 

of the office of oegotiatioos* England, 
Savoy, Portugal, and Prussia, were ready 
to sign their treaties ; and Holland held 

» 

dnly by a thread. 

I went to Vienna to give an account of 
. this to the Emperor. The tnotnent I ar- 
rived, Charles VII. said to me, " You are 
^ right: HoHatid has-^^gned sAso: Zili^ 
^zendorff has. informed me of it; and 
*^ has sent me the propositions of France 
" Yor making peace, to which, I am sure, 
**you M^iH 'not adviSe me at this price." 

Your Majesty does me justice," I re- 
plied. ^'We shall obtain the neutrality 
"of the Low Countries; and^ with the 
" troops which you will send, both from 

IVapIes and ^Lombardy, we can keep the 

French in check upon the Rhine." 

02 
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I rau throuorh all the states and courts: 
of the Empire, to raise men and money. 
Ourarmies were nobetterpaid than usual* 
I collected 3,000,000 of crowns from one 
side, and 1,000,000 florins from another. 
But the tardiness of the princes and cir- 
cles to march to their quarters, prevented 
me from anticipating the French on the 
Upper Rhine. Charles VI. testified a 
desire to me of commanding his army 
himself. I shewed him that he could not 
derive much honour from doing it. I veas 
right enough, seeing vrell that Yillan 
wished to be at Landau. I had^ lines 
thrown up at Etlingen, into which I made 
one half of my army enter, and 1 posted 
the oilier at Mnhlberg, where I hoped 
that my reinforcements would arrive be- 
fore the taking of Landau : but the Prince 
of Wurtemberg was obliged to capitulate. 

I hoped, at least, I should be aUe 
to hindjBr the French from attempting the 
siege of Fribourg. I blocked up all the 
passes of the mountains. I placed detach- 
mentis, threw up entrenchments, and 
made redoubts upon all the principal 
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poiuts. The inferiority of my forces niak* 
ing me fear that, if I were beaten, the 
peace, whick must, necessarily, soon be 
coaciuded, ^ould be detestable, I recalled 
all my troops, and left only eighteen thou- 
sand men, with Aubonne, to defend the 
passage of the mountains. Villars at- 
tacked Hie heights with his grenadiers. 
The troqis of the circles, which 1 had 
placed behind the abatis* did the same 
as the Dutch at Denain, being routed at 
the first discharge. The Duke of Bour- 
bon and the .Prince of Conti began thet 
attack on the defiles at seven o'clock in 
the evening, Aubonne, driven back by 
tibe runaways, could not rally them, ex- 
cept at so great a distance, that he was 
unable to return to his entrenchments: 
he contented himself, therefore, with 
throwing twelve battalions into Fribourg. 
After so many battles for thirteen years, 
the troops of the Empire were themselves 
nothing but recruits. The best of my en- 
trenchments at Holgraben being forced, 
there was nothing to stop the march of 

** Limbs of trees, and other obstructions in front of an en- 
trenchment. 
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Yillara through the Black Forest, and he' 
opened the tredch before Fribourg ou. 
the Ist of October. Harsch disputed the 
groimd foot by foot. On theiii|^htol( thte 
14th and 15th, the covered way wastaken« 
by assault, and one thousand seven hun- 
dred men were lost. When the inhabitants 
saw that Harsch waked, beforeiife sutren-* 
dered, the assault of the toWn ^srd, who 
were mowed down by bullets, the most 
aged priest, carrying the holy sacrament, 
and the mao-istrate, women, and children, 
repaired to his quarters. The fire from 
the ramparts continued as before^ and when 
the breach was large enough to enter by 
companies, they abandoned the city on tbcft 
. 1st of November, and retired into the 
castle. They defended themselves, they 
fought, they wrote, they demanded, they 
refused, they granted, they prolonged the 
suspension of arms until the 2 1st, and theli 
they capitulated. 

Adieu the empire ! adieu its two bul- 
warks? was the genei^l exclamation at 
all the German courts, where they 
dying with fear. Why are they incorri- 
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^ble? If the petty ministers, or the 
great aod petty mistresses, had not been , 
bought by France^ they might have sent 
a hundred thousand mea to defend, at 
first, the passage of the Rhine, and then, 
the fortresses that were made and to be 

• 

made. There are some very bad Germans 
in Germany. 

These same courts and states of the 
Empire having thwarted me, in the same 
manner as they did, some years before, 
Prince Loais of Baden, I was totally in- 
capable of affording any assistance to these 
two places, 1 confess that this gave me a 
most furious disgust of war, and that I 
%vas among the foremost to advise the Em- 
peror to make peace. France had made 
some prodigious efforts, because her re- 
sources are infinite. It is the will of a 
single head and of a single nation. The 
Austoian monarchy is composed of five 
or six, which have different constitutions. 
What a variety, in culture, in population, 
and in credit I The title of Emperor 
does not bring with it a single man nor a 
kreutzer. He must even negotiate with 
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his empire that it may not become Freuch ; 
with the Bohemians, that they may not 
take refuge in Prnssia or in Saxony, for | 
fear of becoming soldiers ; with his Lom-- 
bards, ready to become Savoyards ; with 
his Hungarians, ready to become Turks ; 
and with bis Flembgs, ready to become 
Dutchmen. 

La Houssaie was deputed to try the 
ground on the part of Louis XFV. ; and^ 
on Hmt of Charles VI. Lndfaeim, the miti> 
isfier palatine* Thd former nanied Yil* 
lars to negotiate with me at Rastadt^ to 
which place I was named at the same 
linie. Vilianr arrived Il»re first, to d0 
the honours of the castie, as he told met 
and he came to receive me at th^ foot, of 
the stairs. Never did two men embrace 
with ttore soldier-like sincerity, and; I 
will venture to say, with lAore ibsteenland 
tenderness. The friendship of our youth, 
our companionship of arms in Hungary^ 
and at the court of Vienna; when h^ \^ad 
ambassador there, iriterriipted by some 
brilliant feats of arms ou both sides, ren^ 
dered this interview so affecting^ thsit the 
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M^cfia and soldiers of our escorts also 
embraced each otber.witli cordiality. An 
liour's couvergatioii iu my aparUutsat, 
(whither Villars coaducted me,) laid the 
fQundation of the treaty. " I expected/* 
said I to Villars, amiliv^ your exorbi- 
tiMit demandSy^od.I. ceg^xdl them as not 
actually , to take 4)lace ; for, you will feel 
**,jthat miue are very reasonable. You 
«haU sead a courier . to carry iutelli* 
geAce. oi\ iuy refusal : he will return 
'1 witl^au Qrdi^r to assent to nothing that 
*\ I propose to you : your next will bring 
'tyQUtthe information that they begin to 
*\ hear neason at Versailles, and we shall 
sign." All that I had predicted partly 
happened ; and, while w aitingfor the rest, 
I said ta him, ^'Permit me, my dear 
^' Marshal, .to go, .meanwhile, .and keep 
thecarifiyal.at Stutgard, along with .the 
*VDuke of Wurteinberg. My body has 
need .of ..repose : ,biit, for these two 
-'t yeors" past,.. thanks, to you, my mind 
^'.joeeds it .still . more." — " Very well,'' 
'Vsaid he ; " and Lsh^all go to divert my- 
self at Strasbourg,. till Contpides, whom 
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I have sent to the King, brings me back 
some new instractkms. And permit 
me, Bl&Of to give a ball this eveoing, 
that it may look as if we were not likely 
" to fight these fifteen days. They w ill 
think our sovereigiis the best friends 
in the world, while it will be only their 
ambassadors who are so, if you will 
" consent, niy lord, that I take this titl^ 
" which is very dear to my heart." 

During the time that we remained to- 
gether, I returned his balls and suppers ; 
but he gave better cheer than I did. Mine 
was too much in the German fashion: 
I knew no other. To see us in the even* 
ings together, no one would think we were 
disputing all the mornings. During the 
entertamments which he prepared for me, 
his conversation appeared unusually bril- 
liant and interesting. It was impossible to 
be more so than his was. We spoke one day 
upon tlie difference between our two na- 
tions. Yours," said Villars to me, ap- 

pears to me to be incapable of much - 
" excitation, acting only more or less per- 
" fiectly right, never very bad." — " And 
^ yours," said I, is never the same. 
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You have two characters : one capable 
of discipline, fatigue, and enthusiasm, 
when commanded by a Villars, a Ven- 
^* dome, and a Catinat ; and another, 
such as displayed itself at Blenheim, and 
RamilHes, when there was something of 
Versailles mingled with your affairs. 
The vivacity, and the spirit of your 
^ Frenchmen, may sometimes be hurtful 
to them, because they judge of every 
" thing, and always too rapidly. For exr 
" ample : if 1 were again engaged with 
" you, I would dress some of my dra- 
goons in the French uniform, who should 
cry out in your rear. We are cut off I 
But after all, with so much valour, and 
a man like you, my dear Marshal, you 
are very dangerous gentlemen." 
" We talk together without any sus- 
picion," said he ; " like Hannibal and 
" Scipio, I think. 

What do you think of the Turks ? 
Are they always such fools as they wer^ 
in ray time, when 1 first began, sir, tQ 
admire you?'' 

V 
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\ They will never change/' said I to 
him ; " but some advantage may be 
^ drawn from them notwithstanding. If 
^* a Pacha, a renegado, or a general of the 
ailiefi of the Porte, were to form platoons 

V in their manner, in the second line in 
the intervals of the first, and others in the 

^ third line in the intervals of the second, 
and then, also, reserves and their spahis 
on the wings, with their cursed yells of 

V Att^h / Allah / and their mannejc of 
advancing with fifty men, and a small 

" flag, they would be invincible/' 

You will be angry,'' said Yillars one 
day, at what I am now going to tell 
^* you. Do you know the foolish story 
which has been circulated at your ex* 
pense, concerning the loss of the bat* 
" tie of Denain " It will amuse me,'^ 
said I. " Very well ; it is said that you 
had a mistress at Marchiennes ; an Ital^ 
ian dancer, beautiful as the day, and 
she had her quarters there ; and you 
had troops at this post only foe her safety 
. and your own, when you went to pass the 
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night with her." I laughed heartily 
with him, at this anecdote. "Truly,^ 
said I, " I must have taken it very late 
" into my head to cktch this fever of fools, 
called love/ I had better have had it at 
*^ Venice; and at Vienna, in our tilne. 
" Tou had ladies there, if I recollect righf- 
ly : but it was without loving them, or 
being loved, for they attach themselves 
" to Frenchmen from fashion.'^ That 
often happens to us in France," replied 
he. " It is a fashion there also ; it is even 
** a trade, when we have nothing- else t6 
do : it is ahuosl iudispensible to save out 
reputation. Consider what they have said 
of M. de Veudome and of Catinat.'" 
I uttered some pleasantries respecting 
his friend, Madame deMaintenon, and up- 
on the steeple which Chamillard ascended 
to reconnoitre me ; and 1 made great sport 
of the Duke of Burgundy, Villeroy, Tal- 
lard, Marsin, and La Feuillade. I was 
jglad," said 1, to hear that you .were 
slaughtering the Huguenots and convert- 
ing them in the Cevennes, rather th'aa 
fiicing me at Jrlochstet.'? 1 had no dil&* 
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culty in making him confess that, but for 
hiB wound, he would have beaten me at 
Malplaquet ; but he had more difficulty 
in wishing to prove to me that I had com- 
mitted no error at Dcnain. 

Perhaps these little flatteries and cour- 
tesies served the Emperor to make a fa- 
vourable postscript in his dispatch to Louis 
XIV. I insinuated to him, in conversa- 
tion, that I was not very well acquainted 
with this Emperor, and that he appeared 
to me to be extremely headstrong. It 
was with pleasure that I saw Villars dis- 
coursing witli some members of the Es- 
tates of the Empire. I strongly suspect- 
ed that he would hear that I had obtained 
five millions to commence the war, should 
it be absolutely necessary ; and thus we 
parted. 

(1714.) 

Contades went like the wind, and re* 
turned the same on the 26th of February; 
new instructions to demand, the council to 
assemble; change of conditions, discus* 
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sicms, and perhaps some few private coo^ 
riers which arrived uokDowa tooie ; all 
this vgas the busiaess of six weeks, 

Villars sent Contades to me, to beg 
tbat 1 would beliere all that be should tell 
me oa the part of the Ki»g, and we both 
returned quickly to Rastadt. Seeing that 
there were but few articles different from 
my propositions, 1 signed thomoii tbe^h 
of March. 

I Gould not help laughing at the titles 
the Emperor took ; as for example, King 
of Corsica, Algiers, Jaen, and the Cana-? 
lies ; Duke ei Athens, and of Neopatri ; 
Liord of Tripoli, &c. &c.; on the other 
hand, his most serene Prince and Lord^ 
Louis XIV ; then ray titles in abundance, 
and then, the general of the French areny 
called Villars ; and I admired the imper- 
tinence of our chanceries. ''I shall go to 

Vienna/^ said I to him, " to haveour trea- 

ty ratified, for I am afraid they will 
^' change some parts, and I shall soon see 
" you again." 

I was enthusiastically received by the 
court, and by the city, fully tired of th6 

p 2 
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war. I had princes plraipoteoLtianes nft- 
medj to give to the whole every necessary 
formality, similar to tbatof his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty. They met at Baden for 
that purpose ; and Villars and myself went 
tfa^ tosign, once more, the same contract 
We both of us feared, for a moment 
that the death of Queen Ann^ which 
happened just at this time, would occasion 
some alteration ; but our subaltern min* 
kters were reasonable enough not to make 
any rejfuresentations to us upon that sub* 
ject. 

The only thing that troubled me now 
was to part with Villars, never more to see 
him again. We shall never light and sign 
f ^ together again perhaps/' said I to him^ 
**but we shall always love and esteem eacli 
".other.** This brave man was equally 
afflicted at quitting me, and I set off for 
Yienna. 
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(1715.) 

The few years of peace that I passed 
there were more fatiguing to me than 
^those of war. There were many confer- 
ences with the English and Dutch minis- 
ters respecting the barrier treaty in the 
Low Countries ; and many with those of 
tl^e Emperor^ Uarrach and Zinzendori^ 
touching the re-establishment of the fi- 
nances. They were in an unbeard-cf 
state of disorder. I had payed the ar- 
my when and how I could. A gen- 
eral commandant ought to be also a 
C/ievalierd' Industrie* Sometimes my bills 
of exchange were protested ; and as they 
pawn diamonds in Lombardy^ so I some- 
times pledged whole provinces. At length 
by degrees, and notwithstanding the mis- 
understanding between the different heads 
of the departments, I ameliorated a little 
the revenues of the state. 

When I heard of the death of Louis 
XIV. I confess that it bad the same 

• A manirlioli?c$ by cxpedienU ; a sharper.— Tran^. 
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^ect upoa me as seeing a fine old oak 
uptorn by the roots, and scattered oq the 
earth by a tempest, — ^he had stood so 
loiig ! Deaths beftnre obUt^^atui^ stroDg 
recollectioas^ recalls them all at the iirst 
moment. To hktory are permitted in« 
dulgencies at its outset. » That of the 
Teign of this great Kmg wil) not need 
them : at present age bad clipped the 
nails of the lioi^. A r^ency would give 
ns time to breathe. But something oc* 
enrred to put us all in motion again. 

At the oommencement of May I gave 
an audience to a Turkish ambassador 
\irho came to be^ tliat the Emperor would 
not meddle with the affairs of the Sul>- 
fime Porte with Venice. 

When 1 look into my4^1f» I dare not de- 
cide whether there was not a little self-^ 
interestin what 1 said. Glory is sometimes 
a hypocrite, whidh hides itself beneath 
the cloak of national honoi»r. We imagine 
insults, we devise injuries, insolence, and 
evil intentions, and theu we. cause iive 
hundred thousand men to perish. But, 
en this occasion, several ministers, and 
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Guide Stahreiiberg himself* who did not 
love me, was of my opinion. Charley 
VI . appointed me to the command of a 
hundred and twenty-five thousand men, 
of wbicli lifty thousand were separated 
into two corps, 

Charles VI. conferred upon me the gen- 
eral command of the Low Countries. I 
gave the situation of vice-governor to an 
Italian called Pri6. I think I might have 
made a better choice. 

Now there were iresh wants of money, 
Kaunitz went through the Empire to 
raise it ; and the Pope granted us a papal 
letter to levy tithes and extraordinary im- 
posts upon the clergy of all the pr6vinces 
in otur monarchy. 

The Turks put Temeswar in a good 
state of defence, when an incendiary, who 
set fire to forty houses there, and an- 
other at Belgrade, who burned thirty 
vessels laden with ammunition, made 
them think that Mahomet disapproved 
of their war. This moment of supersti- 
* tion was perhaps that of my good fortune, 
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for LofFelholtz possessed himself of Mi- 1 
trovitz without any resistance. 

The Pacha complained of this act of 
hostility. LofFelholtz replied that it had 
been begun on his part by the fire which 
his saics had made upon the Imperial 
troops as they were descending the Saave. 
The poor Pacha, who knew nothing of it, , 
perhaps, caused all those who had lired 
to be impaled, and I chose to consider that 
as a momentary exacerbation of anger 
rather than as "a reparation. 

We are never too well convinced 
which, of two parties, is wrong at the 
commencement of a war. They quarrel, 
they complain, they recriminate, and they 
£[0 to battle before all can be satisfactori- 
ly explained. The Grand Signior wish- 
ed, but did not dare to arrest the accred- 
ited agent of the Emperor, but he sent the 
grand Vizier with a hundred and twenty 
thousand men, who, thinking to be very 
cunning, pretended to march into Dal- 
matia, and fell back towards Bel2:radei 
with orders not to pass the limits of tiie 
two Empires. 
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After having seen a young Archduke 
liorn. and die, I set off from Vienna, 
on the 1st of July^ upon a true or &ls6 
report that the Turks intended to pajus 
the Saave, Langlet possessed himself of 
Ratheza. The Sublime Porte sent us a 
grand manifesto^ skil&Uy enough drawn 
up to have been done hy a jChristian, and 
which was very rational, and apparently 
sincere : but it was easy for us to prove 
that they had already ioipaled a Turkish 
spy, and that an Hungarian renegado 
was collecting deserters from all na- 
^ns to form a corps for the service of the 
Porte. 

On the 27tli of July I went to Pet^- 
waradin, and the Grand Vizier to the 
old entrenchmCTts of S^lin. 1 had not 
much trouble in driviji^ him. from th^; 
for. having as great a desire to fight as 
I had, he approached half the way. He 
was called Hali, and was so inveterately 
hostile to the €hristians,that9ajGter fireuner, 
who was made prisoner^ had redeemed 
his head at a hundred thousand florins, 
he still had it cut off, as will be read 
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hereafter The favourite of his father-in- 
law Achmet III. a great mtriguer in the 
Seraglio, ignorant and presumptuous, he 
was the Villeroy of the Turks. This 
" Grand Vizier of the infidels/' said he, 
speaking of me, " is not what he is 
thought to be. We shaU see; for I 
will march to him.'" In feet, he did 
pass the Saave. I had him reconnoitred 
by John Palfy, who had two horses killed 
under him, and retired in good order, 
though seventy thousand spahis endea* 
voured to surround him : but he reached 
a defile. " This," said I, " is, for once, a 
" well-planned attack on their part : pre- 
ctsely such a one as at Carlo witz, where 
" they made peace seventeen years before/* 
On the 2d of August I passed the Danube* 
That cloud of spahis, who thought they 
had obtained some advantage in the great 
skirmish of which I have spoken, arrived 
too late to hinder me. They found me 
encamped behind the old entrenchments; 
and, as soon as Hali arrived with his jani- 
zaries, they wished to besiege me there 
as usual. Approaches, batteries^ paral- 
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They . imitated the Bomaas, as I have 
already said, without suspecting it^ by 
entrenching themselves the moment they 
ariived* On the 5th of August, at 
o clpck in the morning, they saluf- 
me with all their artillery. I had 
no doubt that this Grand Vizier would 
eoiBinit some Uunder or other, and 



:would be emharrassed with his supe- 
riority. Not being able to extend his 
line beyond mine, because of my flanks 
\mng well supported, even whira * mardi* 
ingj he divided his men into small bodies 
of troops which did not charge. They 
were perhaps reserves, which his genius 
syggested, (for he tvanted ndther that nor 
cdurage,) but which were aftwwards £or- 
gotteo. The Prince of Wurtemberg, whom 
I caused to make the first attack on my 
left, pierced and penetrated every where. 
But my right went on badly. The eight 
columns being forced to separate, in oi^- 
der to pass through the apertiure of my 
entrenchments, and not being able .to 

Q 
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doptoy iMcauM of tbe proyimily a^ tboM 
of tbe Turks* were badly led. LaalMftafid 
Wallensiein, were killed. It was on tbis 

ftM i gajt i o m to BomievaL JS^ery one was 
killed about biro, and he himself wjyg 
wounded in the belly by a spear. He bad 
twenty^e meor; but he gMre »• 
tiow to Mttd Palfy, wMi two thouMad 
hoise, oa the flaak of the Jaotzariesi wha 
were hitherto the conquerors in this attack. 
li£e iio«r became M : tot it was afler ftf« 
haai»fi|gbtii^. I^otereti tbe siip^ tent 
of the Gi^Mi Vizier Haii ; fwd the aJmo- 
ners^ of the first regiment of the environs 
put up afamd^ as a thaaksginng tqitheGod 
of aaPHiies^ prayers, which were repeated 
by the soldiers to music, at oace miiitery 
aud religious* 

I'^Bt ftom tlience Ca^Hteiii 2^1, «f my 
i^wn regimen^ to the £mj|Mror, with an 
acoouat of the battle, which^consisted only 
of five or six lines. It is easy to be mo^ 
tkst) whm we ave happy. 

'I took care not to pursue the'TuiiE% 
for they were still stronger thai^. Thejr 
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w ere csinnomded, m re(realiiig,> by tbe ar^ 
tillery of Peterwaradin. The unfortunate , 
Ms&Ai w €ttt to die, 4iie mxi day, at CirW* 
wMz, <d twa wcRUids vfhick be received in 
trying to rally the runaways, at the beaid . 
of his guards ; and it was a few minutes 
bciMfe be expired, that be bad the ye«mg 
Breams massacred, <^ which I have &po-^ 
ken. "At least," said he, " 1^ not this^ 
**dog survive me. Why can I not do the 
*^imoe t» aU tbe CfaristiaQ dogs !" 

Oo4he 2&tb of Ai^ust, I pitehed 
camp belbre Temeswar^ which I invested, 
and I amused myself in causing the pret- « 
tykacmk and gavdeo i^tbe Pacha ta bete-^ 
ken^ and a mosque^ which tbe Turks pre* 
iierred to abandon, rather than profane it, ' 
aaid they, by defending it. 

Ou tbe 1st of Septendber, tbe trench 
was opened. I scolded wdl Prince £ma^ 
nuel of Portugal, who, not content with 
being there, pursued a raotall groupe of 
Tiiffks, vi4iicb be happened to sea. Ha 
bad bis horse killed^ and received a vio* 
lent contusion in the knee. Happily he 
was not cQjrrected, but exposed himself ve^ 



uyui^cd by Google 



THE LIFE OF 



rj nrocb in tiiese twd camfiaigns. On the 
Othy the Turks madea paltry soitie; ami 
on the 24th, a reinforcement, which they 
wished to throw into the place, was well 
beiabonred. 

• On the 31st, we took by assault, the 
palanka, on which depended almost the 
> entire fate of the city ; but it cost us dear. 
Host a great number of officCTs'distia- 
guished in war, and good companiiMiSL 
On the 13th of October, Temeswar capitu- 
lated. A few days more of rain, would, 
perhaps, hare made me raise si^e. 
What fortune 1 The - Turks d^siauMted 
i^race for some counrouzzers. I remem- 
ber that I replied to this article of capita-: 
lation, '^- that those raai^k might go where 
"they chose." This name is any thing but 
indifferent; it signifies a rebel : and though 
it is peculiarly applied to those of Hungary, 
ifi is well that the soldier should bestow it 
upon all the enemies of the houseof Austma, 
as if they were its subjects ; and conse- 
quently, regard them with that contempt, 
which is felt towards trai torsr A- inere no- 
thing givefi^ sometimes, a bene£H|ial»toBeia , 
an army. 
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naderweat, at Raab, all tbe tedioiiSiiei^cC 
ceremony of Messing the colours, witli 
^M^iiefa it fieawd iSke -Fef^ to decmttle bml 
lOie veiMfaUe old maoy Heister, wiuM 
I had made goverQor after the battle and 
^e siege, where he had also distinguished 
khDsdf, (being thcte iiotM^tbstaadyiii^iiMi 
^peeaA age,) came to F€Gei¥emeat iiaad 
of his garrison. The Bishop of Gindor, 
^aced the bonnet on my head. I wrote 
lA^fine lettttr^in LttlBn, to the . aojyijggthtr, 
tuid I continued my joun^ with tkeQttiH 
Talier Roi^li, who had brought me all 
this, and whom I bad reeahred about Me 
aa a -voluateer* He waa k^led in a dbel, 

a sliart time a£t;erward«9 about a givl.^ 

• • • 

(1717.) 

» 

No one complained oi flu eiiosnMWB 
tax^ but very equitably levied, an imposi- 
tion, andaeiMfribtttioii widkiik 
. tiMPOughoiilthe4KlMleMan(aichy,ia^ 
mgit with a means of comm^ce wbiab HO 
one could have thought of. Chaiiea YJL 

Q 2 
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ordered all those who might have interfered 
tp let me do it ; and it succeeded wdi. Xlie 





1 




•1 



in a. very short time, with fresh horses and 
stores. That cost a little dearly: but I 
yfBB pressed for/time. 

Individuals flocked from all sides to 
t^rve under me. . There were enofjgh to 
form Bf squadron of prince^ and volunteers. 
Among the former^ a Prince Hesse, two 
of Bavaria, a Bevern, a Culmliiacb, one q£ 
Wurtemberg, two of Ligne, .one of Lich- 
tenstein, of Anhalt-De»sau, the Count pf 
Chaiolai, the Princes of Dombes, of Marr 
aiUaCt of Pons, ^ &;c. 

Th^ JBmperor made me a presort 
of a m|tgnificent dianiond crucifix, /and 
strongly assured me, that all my victories, 
came, and would come, from God: this 
was getting rid of gratitude towards rn^t 
and I set off for Futack, where I assem- 
Ued my army towards the end of. May. 

It wias necessary to possess myself of 
Belgrade,. which for. thr^e centuries h^ 
beenisK) many times taken. and retakelQ. 
Lnduly. I did not fipd thjece the corddier, 
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John de Capistran, who, with the cruci* 
^.in his hand, and in the hottest part of 
iSkej6t» r4uring the < whole . day, defended 
i^tugj^c^sQ Y^ell : aDdHunniade,whocom-- 
I^a^ded there, against Mahomet II. in 
1456. Hunniade died of his wounds. The 
/^StB^Mror; lost Belgrade ; Mahomet ^ lost 
^^ftiffiy^. ^d ,the cordelier ^was canonized. 
v^^IJii/ortunately the Grand Signior had 
•but too well, replaced the wrong-headed 
GrmA «¥izier^ who had . been killed. It 
:waik;tbe Pacha; of Belgrade, who supplied 
•thLe.Jv^acancy, calledUastchi Ali,who made 
liip most judicious arrangements for the 
pressnration of the place, and vcaused ^me 
^i^^gc^t deal of embarrassjQ^ient. On the 
4l^i>^f June, I passed the Danube: my 
.volunteer Princes threw themselves into 
boats^f to arrive among the first, and to 
clMirge the spahis with some sq-uadrons^ of 
l^ccy, which had aheady passed below 
Panczoya, to protect the disembarkation 
of some,and the bridge constructed for the 
ththfanPT, Ti'T^f' eighty-four boats. On the 
48iJh,.X w^ent, with a large escort, to recon- 
UQ^tre the^lace where I wished to pitch my 
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caEHip. Twelve kmdred 'spa^, ruished 
upon us wi^ Huequalled (iiry, and sbo»t^ 
ing Allah! Allah I I know not why ooe^ 
Hieir -cAeera foraliLe ttvevgli a sqmdMii 
which was in front, to find me at &e bead 
of the second, wiiere I placed myself from 
prudential motives, having many ord^s 
lie give. Uewissed me, and I was goiog 
to obtain satisfaction with my pistol, when 
a dragon, at my side, knocked him under 
his horse. On the same day we had a 
naval combat, vrhieh lasted two bowrs ; 
and our saics having the advantage, I re- 
tnained master of the operations on the 
Danube. On (he 20th I conftnued work- 
ing at the lines of contravallatioii^ md«r 
a dreadful fire from the place. Towaapdis 
^the end of June, I advanced my camp so 
bear Belgrade, that the buttets* were con* 
stantly ifying over my head. A storm 4e^ 
stroyed all my bridges : and, but &>r the 
courage of a Hessian officer, in a redoubt, 
I do not know how I should have been 
able to re-establish the one upon the Siaave. 

Wishing to take the place on the side 
bext the water, 1 causeda fort at the mouth 
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of the Donawitz to be attacked by Mercy, 
who from his horse, in. an apoplectic 
fit. They carried him awa>% thinking 
him'dead. He was afterwards successfully 
cured; but, being informed of his acci- 
dent, I went to replace him, and the fort 
was takeo« The Prince of Dombes nar- 
rowly escaped being killed at my side, by 
a bullet, which made my horse rear. 
MarciUy was killed, in bravely deS&a^iuQ 
a post which IJbad charged him to entrench* 
He demanded succour fromRodolphHeis- 
ter, who reused him, and who was deser^ 
¥edly killed,, as a punishment for his cow^ 
ardice, by a cannon ball, which reached 
him behind his clievaux de frise. I arrived 
accidently, at first, with a lai^e escort; I 
«ent for a large detachment : I halted^ 
and completely beat the Janizaries, iea*^ 
ring, indeed, five hundred men killed upon 
thefidd, Taxis, Yisconti, Suger, &c.. The 
Pacha of Bomelia,. the best. officer of the 
Mussnlmen, lost his life also. 

On the 22nd of July, my batteries were 
finished. I bombarded, burned, and de» 
«tn>yed the place so n3w:h,that they would 
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bare capitiikted, if they bad not heard 
diat the Graad Vizier had arrived at Nis- 
sa on the 30th, with two fafimdredaiidftfiltf 
thousand n€ai« 

On the 1st of August»)8(re saw tbem on 
the heights whkti overlooked my camp, 
extending in a eemi-cifcle, fi^m Krotaska^- 
a0 fiiras Dediiia. The Mufisafaaen fiarm^ 
the most beautiful amphitheatre imagina- 
ble, very agreeable to look at, exceHeot 
for apamter,1rot hateful to ageneral« £ih 
dosed b^w^n tiiis army, and a tartxesB 
whiob had tbirty thousand men in garri- 
son, the Dau ube on the right, aad 1km 
8aa376i»tAieleft, mtfimmkaAaamiimm^ 
ed. I intended to <|iiit my Imes and attadk 
them, notwithstanding their advaala^e 
of ground : but the fewiy wliieh Imd vi^ 
ready ra^ed in my araiy, did not spave me. 
Behold me seriously ill, and in my bed, 
instead of being at the head of my troops^" 
whom I wished to lead the road to hoMir. 
, I can easily ccmceive that tiiis caused 
a little uneasiness at the court, in the city, 
and even in my army. It required bold- 
ness waA ffood fovtmK to extncaUie ooemif 
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fyom it. The geneml ^ho might hme 
momtdeA nue^ ivDold^ aad indeeA almost 
must, lia¥e tboughl; tbathe should be last 
if he retreated^ and be beaten if he did 
lot retreat Every day made our situation 
morse* The mniicvoiui aitillery ef the 
Turks hadanirediui the heights of winch 
I have spoken. We were so bombarded 
with it, as well as with that from the gar^ 
fisen, tibat I knew not where to |mt my 
teat, for, in going in and out» man j of my 
domestics had been killed. In the small 
skirmishes, wbkh we. often had, with the 
spafais, my young Tolunteem did not &uiil , 
to be among them, diiKiharging their pistols, 
thoii^h cannon balls intermingled also* 
And one day, d'Esrade, the govenior of 
ittieFrineeef Domlie% bed his leg shot off, 
J^y his side, and ^eof his pages* was kiU- 
^ edr All Qur princes, whom I ha^e nu- 
merated above, distinguished themselves, 
and loved ne like thmr ftitber. 

I had caused the- couo4i^y in the rear 
of the €rnmd Vizier's anny to be ravaged : 
Imt these people, as wdil as their horses 
iHsdespfKnaliy their caoMls, will lirsalmost 
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Upon nothing. Scarcely an hour, paased 
in which I did not lose a score of men by 
tiie dysentry/ or by the.curami fixMn tibe 
lines^.which tke inadels advanced more 
a^d more evei:y night towards my entreack* 
meuts. I was less the besieger than^the 
besieged* My affiors towards .iher city 
went on^ better. . A bomb .wfakh fdUl into 
a^magazine «of powder completed its de- 
'structjon^ and occasioned the loss of three 
thousand men. r 
. At l^igth, I recover^ irom.my ilioess; 



ing the ill advice of persona who were not 
fond of battles, the- matter was iared... I 
Circulated that listlejs&Hiess and dcfipair 
* would produce success. 

I did not sleep, as Alexander did before 
the battle of Arbela ; b»t the Turks did, 



who were 



Alexandeps 



predestination will make philosophers^ M 
us. I gave hxiei and explicit instructions 
touching whatever might happen. J quit- 



myentreiM^i 



houraftom 
night: the darkness £rst» and thena^qg; 
rendered my first undertakings ^mere 
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cliaiice. Some of my battalioiis, on the 

tight wing, fell^ uniatentionally, while 

marching, into a part of the Turkish en- 

te^tichmeBts. A terrible confusion among 

^em^ who never have either advanced 

posts or spies ; .and, among us, a similar 

confusion, which it would be impossible 

to describe: they fired from the left to 

ike centre, on both sides, without knowing 

where. .The janizaries fled from their 

entrenchments ; I had time to throw into 

them fascines and gabions, to make a 

passage for my cavalry who pursued them, 

I know not how : the fog dispersed and 

the Turks perceived a dreadful breach. 

But for my second line, which I ordered 

to jnarch there immediately, to stop 

this breach, I should have been lost. 

• 

I then wished to march in order : impos- 
sible! I was better served than I ex- 
pected. I«a Colonic, at tlie head of his 
Bavarians, rushed forwards and took a 
battery of eighteen pieces of cannon. I 
was obliged to do better than I wished. 
I sustained the Bavarians ; and the Turks» 
after haying fled to the heights, lost all 
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the advantages of their groimd. A large ! 
troop of their cavalry wished to charge 
mine, which were too mach advimced*; a 
whole regiment was cut in pieces ; but two 
others, who arrived opportunely to l^ur 
aid, decided the victory. It was theA 
that I received a cut from a sabre: ittra% 
I believe, my thirteenth wound, and j^a^ 
bably my last Every thing was over at 
eleven o^clock in the morning: Viard, 
during the battle, retained the garrison of 
Belgrade, which capitulated thessmneday. 
.1 forgot that there was no Bouffl^ there: 
I played the generous man : I granted the 
honours of war to the garrison, wh% not 
knowing what they meant, did not avail 
themselves of them. Men, women, and 
children, chariots and camels, issued forth 
all at once, pell-mell, by land and by 
water. 

At Vienna, the devotees cried out a 
miracle ! those who envied me cried out, 
good fortune! Charles Vi. was, I b^Keve, 
among the former: and Guido 8tahr^ 
. berg among the latter. I was well receiv- 
ed, as miglit have been expected. 



Digitized by Google 

I 



PRINCE EUGENE. 



195 



I have already, on different occasions^ 
instituted an examination into myself. 
Here is my opinion respeeting this victory, 
in which I have more cause for justificatioA 
than for glory ; my partisans have spokeii 
too favourably of it, and niy enemies too 
eeverely. They would have had much mor6 
reascm to pr&posecuttingoffmy head on thife 
occasion than on that of Zenta, for there 
I risked nothing. I was certain of con- 
^iH^g : but here, not only I might have 
been beaten, but totally ruined and lost 
if a btorm, or the enemy's artillery to the 
left on the shores of the Danube, had 
destroyed my bridges. I was, indeed^ 
superior in saics^ and in workmen sind 
al*tillery-men to protect or repair them : I 
had a corps also at Semlin. 

CSodld I anticipate the tardiness^ ot 
disinclination of the authorities who en- 
gaged in this war, where there were so 
maoy vices of the interior in administra- 
tbn. And so itiijtch ignotance in the chiefe 
of the civil and commissariat departments? 
Hence it ^as that I was in want of every 
thing necessary to commence the siege^ 
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and to take Belgrade before the arrival 
of the Grand Vizier, and M hich hindered 
me, afterwards, from checking him oti the 
heights: this, however, I should hav« 
done (but for my cursed fever) before 
his artillery arrived. And then, that un- 
lucky dyseritery, which put my array iikto 
the hospital, or rather into the burying^ 
ground, for each regiment had one be* 
hind its camp : — could I anticipate that 
also ? These were the two motives vrhick 
induced me to attack, and to risk all or 
nothing, for I was as certainly lost one 
way as the other. I threw up entrench- 
ments against entrenchments : I knew a 
litde more upon that subject than my 
comrade the Grand Vizier : andl had plenty 
of troops in health to guard them. I obliged 
him for want of provisions, (for, as I have 
already said, I caused all the country in 
his rear to be ravaged) to decamp, and 
consequentlyBelgrade to surrender. Thus, 
if this manuscript should be read, give 
me neither praise, my dear reader, nor 
blame. After all, I extricated myself, 
perhaps, as Charles VL said, his confej*- 
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s6r, ai^d the pious souls who frust in 
GcAy and who wished me at the JDevil^ 
by the pcotectioii of the Virgin Mary, 
fbr the battle was fought ou Assamptiou 
I>ay. 

JBurbpe was getting eraftiroiledf ebe* 
where. Some charitable soul advised the 
Emperor to senid ^e to negotiate at 
liOndon, reckoning that they might pro- 
cute, for another, the easy glory of t^uiir 
ttatiDg the war. 

(17*8.) 

I was not such a fool as to Mi into 
this snare, and I set off for Hungary al 
the commencement of June, with a fine 
'0wwd wortt eighty thousaiMl fibrins whkh 
the Emperor had presented to roe* 

By the bye, talking of friends and 
enemies, I must say, with r^rd to my 
»wn success^ that I waaofiten indebted for it 
to strangers, who served in my armies. 
Of Frenchmen, I have had Commerci, 
Vaudemont, Stainville, Rabutin, Erbe- 
liUe, St» AiAonr, Dnpigny, Montjgny, 

R 2 
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Corbeille, Boaaeval, Laogallerie, Caistel^ 
Yiard, Aubonne, flie two Mercjrs; the 
Princes of Lorraine, of Croy, la Marches 
Hautois, Godrecour, La Colonie, Batt^^ 
Faber, Maisiny, Martigny, Langlet, and 
the Duke <^ ^remhergj mhom I may 
reckon as strangers being of the Low . 
Countries. All of them had many Frenck 
officers in their regiments. There were 
a great number, also, in the two regimento 
of Francis and Leopold of Lorraine, in 
mine, in that of my nephew Emanuel, and 
of the Prince of Portugal. Hamilton, 
Brown, and the two Wallises, were Irish- 
men. Of Italians, I had Marcelii, M^m-- 
tecuculli, Veterani, Locatelli, Ariagoni, 
Bagni, Orsel ta, Maflfei, Magni, Videlli, 
iVegrelli, Rosa Grana, Porica, Perselli^ 
Cavriani, Strasoldo, &c. and of Spauiai^ds, 
Vasques Galbes, Cordua, Ahumada, and 
Alcandirt. 

X wight also reckon as strangers (for 
they pass as such at Vienna) the Hunga- 
rians, among whom I had the two Palfys, 
JVadasti, Esterbazy, Spleni, Ebergeni, mid 
JBaboezai, which proves that tiiere were 

■ » 
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many Austrians at the court and few in the 
army : and hence, almost all ray Germans 
were from the Empire. The heads and 
eldest sons of families never serve in this 
country. It was in vain that I endeavour- 
ed to introduce the fashion. 

The Turks were desirous of making 
peace, and so was the Emperor. I could . 
have done very well without it, for I 
• confess, that I loved war. AH the different 
courts sent negotiators to Passarowitz: 
To obtain better conditions, 1 marched 
to the Grand Vizier, w ho had arrived with 
. bts army near Nissa. I should have been 
very successful, for he had only eighty 
thousand men ; and I was well disposed 
to give him battle, when, a cursed courier 
eiime, and brought me the unwelcome ti- 
dings that the treaty, of peace had been 
signed on the 21st of July. Among us 
it was called only a truce, which might be 
prolonged as long as they pleased, or, 
which might be broken according to cir- 
cumstances. It lasted only twenty-five 
years. It was a cardinal^ who ought to 
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have been the enemy of Mahomet, that 
saved bis empive. Hms politieer spori 
iMtfi raiigiaR^ Albaroni diade Spaiki dto*' 
elai e agamsft 

If I had not beeo detained iik Hun*- 
gary* hy the regidsrting of ^piavl^,} 
npMnog the fortiticatk>M Belgnde^ 
all Oraowaiy &€. &c. &c. I sho^d have 
leeii; present to make the Emperor re- 
ipeeted m my ^^o^rernimmt of lAie Low. 
Countriea^ Pf i4 had appeased Ihe iirat 
iDusurrectioD^ by calHu^ frcmi Luxembourg' 
iJie regiment of Dr^oons, belonginj^ ta 
Pmce Fef dhwud de Ligne. Thc^ bad 
heeu a second ; they hred on the Place 4e 
Mruxelles, and, instead of continuing to 
employ the military, Pr\€ was afraid, be- 
cause he had been toid, that Idie eoimtry 
people were coming to revenge the deatbol 
the townsmen. He ought to have been 
recalled; but the subtle Italian, suspect^ 
ing thatsudi wottld be my adrace^aqpav^ 
ed his ^ror. 

% 
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Strengthened with twenty-five thou- 
mnd men, whom I engaged the Emperor 
todeud ioto the Low Couotries, on account 
of a third rebellion, (for the citizens of 
Brussels were endeavouring, daily, to sap 
the authority of the fiovereign,) hehad five 
of the most guilty hung on the 18th of 
December, and cut off the head of Annies* 
sens, the eldest of the Deans. When his 
head bounced upon the scaffold, the fool- 
ish rebels dipped their handkerchiefs in 
his blood, as they did formerly in that of 
Egmont, and of Homes: and all was over. 
Tired of these broils, to which the name 
of revolt was given, and of the cammerages 
of Prie andBonneval, who, three hundied 
leagues off, wished to put the sword into 
my liands, I entrejated the Emperor to 
bestow upon his sister a government, 
where I had not time to go and enforce au- 
thority. Here is what I wrote to Pri6 
during the troubles, which proves that 
they knew not what they said^ when they 
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supposed that I supported him: Repre- 
seat to the Flemiugs, that it is their 

" interest to excite the belief that they 
may revolt, in order to be a little atten- 
ded to by the court; but never to do itf 
because they would prove their iosigoifi- 
caot character, aod the iusuflSciency of 
their meaas. Represent, that with fottf 
matches iu one comer of ^ town, they 
would tremble. Represent to the more 
lUQderate and sensible that notliing cai^ 

< < be gained by a revoliition^ for they know 

"DOtwtattopuUBtbepl«=e«fwl»tU«* 
have destroyed ; and, that the worst of 

•* sovereigns is preferable to the ^blest per- 
sons, who may succeed him. Besides, 
ours is too good, with regard to diem ; 
the dominion of the house of Austria^ 

" is, by far, the mi]idest of any. Kepre- 
sent to the tnost respectable, that a re>* 
volution, to improve their condition, re^ 
quires the commission of crimes which 

" are horrible, but, without which, revolts 
are ridiculous atidcontemptiUfe: andthdt 
they fi^uld distinguigAi between cont«- 

"^'manding and obedience; andyou^ M. 
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^'d^ Pri6, eater your recall, and le Spiel* 
berg : vigour io preventing troubles^ and 
rigour in punishing tbemJ'* 

The Emperor made me his Vicar Ge- 
neral in Italy J with a salary of a hundred 
and fifty thousand florina* 

Alberoni, our enraged enemy, having 
been dismissed, and his Philip lY. hav- 
acceded to the quadruple alliaiice^ 
l could now think oi my own pleasures. 
One of them was to build ray palace in the 
suburbs, a little in the Turkish or Arabian 
£BM»biofi, with my four towws, which I very 
i^ell knew were not consistent with cor- 
rect architecture ; but they recalled a long 
oourse of events. It was the place wh^e 
ike Grand Vizier had pitched his tent in 
1529, and I constructed my menagerie at 
Beugeby, in the same form as the camp 
of the Mufti, with towers where he had 
tents for prayers. 

My maps, my plans, my fine editions 
of books which I had bought at London, 
some excellent French works, and Latin 
and Italian ones well bound, occupied me 
in arranging ; also my cascades, my large 
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vatefHSpOQts, and my superb basins. To 
return to my towers, with which I have 
been reproached, I rephed to their de- 
tractors, " I know, as well as you do, 

the five orders of the Grecians, as well 

as the seven orders of battle of V^etius^ 
" I prefer an order of my own, in these 

two. I am very well contented/' 
. A sufficiently agreeaUe.period, also, to 
me, was a Turkish embassy, in which the 
Grand Signior, sending me two of the 
most beautiful Arabian horses that I had 
ever seen, a cymetar, and a turban, con- 
veyed the following message* " The one 
" is the symbol of thy courage ; the other, 

of thy genius and of thy wisdom." I love 
this Oriental compliment, and distrust 
those of Christians. 

fl . 

y 

(1720.) 

This was one of the most tranquil years 
<A my life. It was all devoted to the arts 
and to society : 1 did not do much. There 
were, as there are every where, love in- 
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trigues and court intrigues; but among th^ 
latter none of cbamb^ women^ as^ we 
bad witnessed in France. Onr sovard^ns, 
luckily, from a prond quality in their nar 
tuTQ, did not vilify themselves by keeping 
mean company ; while, every where else, 
servants, grooms of the stable, huntsmen, 
(^where they love the chase,) &c. have in-- 
^fluence, protect, injure, and are dangerous. 
Charles VJ. to keep them at a distance, 
used to be dressed by his chamberlains, 
who, when his shoes were on, made a pro- 
found genuflexion, and retired without 
speaking a word. 

They followed my advice in protecting 
the Protestants against the too rigid Ca- 
tholics, and the Elector Palatine, to whom, 
but for that, the King of Prussia, with 
his hundred thousand men, would have 
proved that he was the protector of his 
religion. They punished in spite of me, 
Nimsch, for having written against me, as 
they said, and having had a correspon- 
dence with Alberoni : but I obtained, at 
least, a mitigation of his punishment. As 

* 

I was not even afl^ted .with the songs of 



THSUF»OF- 

I'he wiib «^ few bad^smteooes^ ot ttbe^dte 
ckmoursk of bad ^aato*" 

« « 

I had pot much to say, and very little 
to.do^ Charles VI. displayed his magnifi-. 
cencct at the marriage of his niece. I ga^e 
miany , entertsdnments 9lso : and I confess 
that themilitary court of my old comrades 
in, arms gave me great pleasure. That of 
the Emperor was, as it ought to be,, more 
illustrious in rank» but not in merit. EFery 
thing, |h.at was brilliant in the Empire was 
present. But the.situation of La Favorite^ 
a city-palace in^a suburban street, was fa* 
Toui^abie neither to spectacles nor to ^ig«e 
nil0\. ThA expe^ise? of clothes, which 
were always su{^erb, not pleasing me, I 
often wore mj uniform, and some generals 
imitated 4»e« 

I received a^eat deal of^ company at 
boine, between, dinner and the theatre, be^ 
c^^se I am of opinion that more business 
is transacted in a parlour than, in a do- 
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set. I walked about with some foreigu 
minister, or I sat down, in a corner, with 
one of our own ; and a communicative air 
made them «peak« In^rewnge, ^1 #ften be- 
held the stateliness of fathers repoise^evefy 
one; and, hiding their mediocrity under 
a'^^jdk- 0f gf^Mritf-aad 'discmlioii, ^ftcne 
^B&Aemm ^kaew no one; neither /public 
opiBion nor private; and, less secret tban 
discreet, they i?fere ^norant of all that 
pcMsed. It ig thrus' tibat imveieeig^ me 
often deceived, not being diffused toogh 
SQciaty! /£here has inot been one'iaf ithe 
House x)f Austria who has been^depraTed, 
^fzsepb ^Hadlip II. all im «ad «cttiee<er 
t¥me feniuiand II. Charles NL wm 
Oflly- uxrfdriunate in his choice. Jiis^Mi* 
iflBter of finance was a simpleton. I had 
kiratit«mmed,'ia»da|^^ indiisfDiiKte, 
£teBfdad&e»-Stahrenberg9 a man •of.ixierit. 
Strattman iiad a great deal, and much^ge- ' 
uius. Jorger had judgment, and spoke 
md^fimvte very wielh 
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(1723.) 

Charles VI. went to be crowned King 
of Bohemia. Fresh pleasures and fresh 
ceremoiiies. Charles VI. had a SpaaiA 
air with him ; incommunicatiye^ aad sel* 
dom gave himself the trouble to laugh, 
though he was sufficiently fosdofbuflfoe&s. 
This alwftys happens to persons who • are 
not constitutionally gay. He was good 
and just. 

( Leopold had I think, a great .deal oC 
mind: but Joseph/ who bad niore^tbaa 

both of them, was^uiiable,audshould4iav9 
governed alone. I said to him, a short 
time before bis death, Jfimploy, Sire^ 
only men of worth; but, if you sooie* 
^ ' times find a willing knave, who will uut 
" dertake the odious part of an intrigue, 
and not be ashamed if he be- dicwmw** 
edy use him without esteeming him. The 
houour of kingdoms is not quite so dot 
" licate as that of individuals. Bad faith 
and baseness, independently of the hor- 
" ror which they inspire, are bad policy. 



I 
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Sat cmimng and dissiniula^tion arevaU 
^^^wabie. Ge Bot'too>faFagaki8trR0me 
*^aIld tthe cleiigy.. You do x&Gt love 

'Fraace : I can easily conceive tbajt ff»u 
^^de wt^ for, tho^gh vanquished by w 

at j^tmeo^tj dia^bas more MsoavoM tbaa 

your Msyesty. 'Sibimild we &mk ^mtob- 
'^peFouslj[, notwithstandiog the chftiiges 

lib«t«irepFeparing inEngland, after having 
Vwade pieaee, not begin again^ 
'^fiever ilhreatea aoy pcw^r without^boDg 

ready to strike. A young and ^m^hi- 
H4i0iKi Kkig, at the head of tbat.natiQi)^ 
"m€»jM iymquev tbe earth. Ha^ppily^ 
^^whm Louki XIY. wm^aQ^ heaoou:!^ 
^* turned to dance the amo^ vaiT^tteun^it . 
" VeMullesj and to hear an opera of ^ 
''tpanegyi^bt Quinaelt: aad m^ffhe j^ 

oot l«ig to. live/' 

Though Josepli wasnojt a;bigot,. 
his successor, he would never hav€ dcr 
edited the ageats of the company at 
Ostcoul; and, with his ,gceat cbac«»eter, 
he would not have bent, as he did, >be- 
jfore the maritime powers* /He said to 

«ie, oaejday, ''Had iiieeitia my Utb/&^^ 

8 2 
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place^ I should not have ran to Liotz, 
^* when you had entered into our service. 
" I would not have suffered myself to be 

shut up in Vienna, but I should have 
^' been the aid-de-camp of the Duke of 
^ Lorraine at the battle of Vienna. I 
" know what gentlemen courtiers are. I 

have seen them in their true cokrurs 
^' at the siege of Landau. They pretrad 

to tremble for us, when, in fact, they 

tremble for themselves." The harsh 
and frigid Leopold did not love him. He 
preferred Charles, his youngest brother^ 
less petulant, and more a Spaniard in every 
tespect: he could not, however, forgive him 
his taste for pleasure and his irregukorities. 
To be sure he was wrong once, when he 
belaboured, at a public feast, and before 
the Emperor and a great deal of company, 
one of his attendants, who did not tserve 
him properly. 

When I did not directly interfere with 
petty affairs, I. was reproached with indo- 
lence, sanctioned, as they malidoudy said, 
by so many military labours. If I had 
entered into^ every frivolous detail, they 

■ 
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would have accused me with being 
too nunntely attentive. I left them to 
Koch, Etlet, and Brockhausen/ my . re* 
ferendaires. They exclaimed against them : 
that was indifferent to me. I had, on 
my side, good company, the people, and 
. the soldiers, whom I loved better tiban a 
quantity of great lords, with whom I had 
cause to be discontented, for their in- 
sufficiency in war. I upheld these three, 
sttidthey. — I was not a weathercock, to 
tarn with every wind. They understood 
me with half a word : and I should have 
done more injury to affairs by changing 
tiiera, than I could do good by redressing; 
perhaps, some trifling abuses, which, it is 
difficult to discover or to hinder. 

I read a great deal, and was read to : I 
had never had much time for it before. 
I was astonished to find among the Greeks, 
the Romans, and the French of the hrst 
years of Louis XIV. many things which 
I had done, without suspecting it,' and 
apparently by instinct. ' .1 formed the re- 
solution of giving my library to the Em- 
peror after my death ; liis had great 



Digitized 



212 -imBlsiFEQF 

need ofitymid ray Bekre liad rnot. .iSfae 
pre£anred playing, and Jfieepmg ilitde 
Qourt. 

('1724.) 

« 

' I spited onyself .graady to itlie can* 
cerus of tbe interior. I said to the minis- 
ters, Cian you nat^&mixke^ to gd; «tf 
ids aomty of ^hirelings, ^ndio ipvenent ithe 
money ^firomsDeaching the fKiuckets iof . ike 
sovereign ? Imagine an equitably-levied 
cmpilailioii, according to the dnomne or the 
gains of' each individual ? l^myMe 4at 
the poor and make^them work ? Consult 
the English, the Dutch, the bankers, 
about a good system ^ finance atid 4»f 
maau£sictures? I^uce Fi^nings to set- 
tle among us for agriculture ? To grub 
up our heaths by the monks or by tlie 
soldiws, hv whom idUages sliauld rb^ 
built ? Borrow itom the clergy at two per 
cent? Dig a b^d to the river at Vieiiiia, 
to carry away the filth and dirt from the 
€^lanade, wbich poiscms the city, and 
make a fine quay . tb^e^ planted with four 
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rows of plantains or acaccias ? Join rivers 
by canals? Mend the roads by the neigh- 
bouring landed proprietors, without ruin* 
ing ourselves with making highways ? 
Double our population by the Huguenots^ 
driven forth by the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz, and the emigrants of the 
^{Hre ill-treated by their petty tyrants 
of sovereigns ? 

I said to our generals, Could we not 
spare the subjects of the Emperor, raise 
regiments of Turks, Poles, Prussians^ 
Saxons, and Italians, by inducing them 
to desert, and engaging them when de- 
serted ? And msike jm Hungarian, Bohe- 
mian, Austrian, and Walloon army, io 
which there should be none but officers 
of the respective nations to excite emu^ 
lation ? Have lai^e ganriscms at Vienna, 
Presbourg, Olmutz, Gratz, Lintz, Brus- 
sels, Luxembourg, and Milan? Make 
an entrenched camp upon each frontier, 
since fortresses cost too much ? Esta- 
blish and keep up «tuds, that money may 
not go out of the kingdom ? &c. 
. They had given a mistress to Charles VI,. 
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tiie^same • as to. another, tJwtfipanisfa. kHly 
Altheim. Tome she was no more than the 
Italian of former times and ^Itte^Bsthnny^ 
of ' tbe/praeent: biit^ as ber ffriewl, I said 
' tO) ber, Can you not ind uce Idie Eaa^ror 
to make himself beloved by the Electors 
and chief princes of the empire, to attract 
tliem to Yieona by magniieeBt spectaideSy 
to give them Golden Fleeces^ or^ some other 
order, (which he can institute,) to their 
ministers, ensigncies to their bastards, 
and pmsions^r pretty igaruiting ^ jofeci a s 
to ikeir ^migtresses ? 

I said to his confessor, £rav6nt accu- 
sttlii»s, «ttlMd8yj^^ mtit^kpinm 
BDt'oirteriag auto details.: ilet tiie moaks 
enrich themselves by iei^winents ^aiid 
by ^ votos. Permit each convent: to^sup- 
port a c€)i4an WENiriser ^^id^^ 

Mr 

' I. said to Aha Emperor, take £»are, iSire, 
. that the Prussiaiis do not rise, that the 
Russians do not consolidate themselves 
aaid become aeq^ain^ted vintth Our ^afisvirs, 
ajid^thatF«aBce4oesBotatteiQ tiie fM^ef^on* 
derance. Your monarchy is a little strag- 
^kig: but it connects itself, hence, vfith 
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the«OFtl)</ ihe isoiitlH aad the east.* It is 
alsa ilk the centre of- £uFope;»< Your Ma^ 
jesty mu&t give them law. 

P rehnm-to tfae 8paoish- lady^ AUheiffi. 
As Charles YL la¥ed to speak Spanisby 
he 4i^i^gui^6d her; he would have 
made love with the same gravity that 
he killed the Master of the Horse, as I 
have related above. He was sorry, but 
nothing ever appeared^ upon his Imperial 
face. 

• It -might ' have- been wished, that this 
woman had broi]^bt 'into Austria^tltfe gat 
lantry of her country^^ like the moUier< of 
Louis XIV. to whom^ the court of France 
was indebted for its politeness^ its taste, 
and its amemty of manners ; still, how- 
ever,«a little ferocious^ in consequence of 
those tumults which that nation, as cruel 
and as inconstant as children^ prolonged 
with so much barbarity. The Germans 
are incapable of them ; but, without gal- 
lantry, happily not without love,and though 
restricted by the devotion of their sove- 
reigns, which renders it more stimulating, 
Ihey do not amuse thrnnselves the less with 
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it at Vienna. There are so many handr 
some women, that it was in vain to seek 
ugly ones for ladies of the court ; they 
hardly found any; and the intention of 
their Imperial Majesties, to keep their 
anti^K^hambers, and galleries from being 
dangerousi was never fulMledw 

(1726.) 

The congress at Csijnbrai went on bad^ 
ly : they sent Riperda to Vienna. They 
referred him to Zinzendorf and me to ask, 
refuse, an4 at length to agree ; and we 
signed, on the 1st of May, the treaty b^ 
tween Austria and Spain. I found myself 
very comfortable in Xhe society of the 
Duke de Richelieu, the French ambassa- 
dor, whom Cardinal Fleury had ridiculous- 
ly recalled for some pretended incantations 
of the devil in a garden of Leopoldstadt. 
He was amiable, well made, seducing, 
and an interesting egotist. By a double 
stroke of cunning on his part, in politics, 
and in love, he wished it to be believed, 
that he had Madame de Bathiany : and, 
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thinking to be very dexterous, he soine- 
times played with us at piquet. Tbat 
amused us greatly. The desire of some 
striking adventure rendered him, to both 
of us, every day more agreeable. He had 
neither the lady, nor the secret. . But we 
Mrere enchanted with his redoubled endea* 
vours to please us.j 

* • 

(1726.) 

From a warrior, a minister, a Grand 
Vizier, a financier, a postilion, and a ne- 
gotiator, which I had been, they made me 
into a merchant I established the com- 
pany of Ostend, which the gold and jea* 
lousy of the maritime powers afterwards 
suppressed : and another at Vienna, to 
traffic, export, and navigate on the Dan- 
ube, and the Adriatic sea, where I made, 
of Trieste, a port, capable of containing two 
squadrons of vessels of war, to escort and 
protect the merchant ships. I caused, also, 
some small ports, or, at least, sheltering 
places to be made on the gulf of Vemce. 

T • 



218 THE^LIFfiOF. 

I waa greedy pisak^v&tr'thisy thcp 
the whale J^ingdooh 

I passed the whole of this^ yea^im cob- 
sulting merchants, bankers,, and traders; 
id obtaiDing <hein from foreign countries ; 
in writing to England and Holland ; in 
establishing good cpnunercial houses at 
Ostend, at Anvers, in Spain, Italy, and 
ewm, Turkey : «teo at Tcies^ ^nd ^ .Vi- 
eoiia. . I frustnated tb^ ill^sdkulatMtQAof 
our ministers of finance, yfha, had mwr 
studied , nor travelled. I Qbtaini^d. coit 
auls, a sort of people^ pot 4^en kiMmai 
among us« I estabtisbed atuds io Bxmt 
g^ry, and in Bobeniiai that the xsums^ 
might not be sent out of the country, and, 
I may say, that, during ten years, the: af- 
fairs of the Emperor nenrer h»d been,, and 
perhaps, nevjer:will be:again^iaso.flounu|hr 
ing a condition. 
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t 

(1728,) 

. Charles VI. wished to go and examine 
those of Trieste. I was of the party, and 
shOHid have been weary enough, lint for 
tiie Prince Francis of Lorraine, wbci was 
extremely amiable, handsome, onlptwen* 
ty years of age, and as gay as the small 
court of Lorraine. Some pretty ladies of 
the oonrt, also, who attended the Eofeprass^ 
who was with us, served to shed a chsmu 
over the journey, notwithstanding the bi- 
goted severity of that princess. 

Oimvles Y I. though &e tnost splendid 
imm of any n&w Hving, was ii^snitdLy less 
so than Leopold. He knew how to confer 
upon his court that lustre which belonged 
to it : and, with us and our attendants, 
he l>ad more than fifteen h«mdred parsons 
in . his train. We danced at Gratz. We 
killed wild goats as we went along ; and 
we were contented with the port and town 
0f Trieste. 
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(1729.) 

To bring my work to perfectioD^ I 
had many battles yet to fight, with the 
pioud Catliolics and the big wigs of Hhe 
country. The Jesuits are indulgent where 
they can derive any benefit. They were of 
great use to me, in obtaining the repeal 
of the persecutions which were exmrised 
against the Protestants of my fleet, to 
whom they forbade the exercise of their 
religion. I had no sailors left, but such as 
had none, or, who were hypocrites* It 
was stUl worse, for, how could I confide 
in those two classes of people, who feared 
not God, but feared only the Emperor ? 
The honest merchants and sailors, Swe- 
dish, Danish, from Hamburgh, and from 
Lubeck, returned or remained, thanks to 
a couple of evangelical ministers, whom 
I kept on board our vessels. 

(1730.) 

I had the pleasure, at length, ctf be- 
holding the tirst fair at Trieste ; and af« 
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terw«trds, 6»iue labour yriik the ^mmces, 
to find money enough for raising tihirty- 
8ixtlioiisa»i Aien, Kith iwMieh Mnnlker the 
£mpen)r Willed to ^ai^ his army* He 
was right ist keeping - himsdf ppepared &>r 
all events ; that was the only way tx> mMa^. 
tain peace. But I thought I could perceive 
that the private interests of some intri- 
guing individuals, or some zealous though 
narrow-minded persons, would fain have 
broken it on the first oCcadkm that offered. 



wlra^ever is passings and heooe they ^yre 
always in a better state of prepsu»ti€da (than 
others. 



♦ 

The Duke of Uria' wa» ^he^ Spanbh, 
and Rd»inson the Eogilkh Mrori^ter. Hhey 
did not long prevaricate in my )tedioufioon- 
ferences witli them ; and, on the 32d of 
July, a treaty of defensive alliance was 
dgoed' between our three^ cottvt8« 'Cam 
iMt fond of long iparapa&Miiiiis^'aiac ofii^ 
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measures. We do not know what is 
^pank^ in crar own conrts, while it mYery 
well knawn in all foreign ones. It is on 
the first day of opening a campaign that 
the public should be informed of alli- 
ances. : 

« 

(1732.) 

For example : the court of Versailles 

was not the dupe of flie journey to Carls- 
bad, whither I accompanied the Emperor, 
who pretended to go there for the benefit 
of the waters. 

It was yery evident that an interview 
was intended. The King of Prussia wait- 
ed for us at Prague ; and, at the very mo* 
ment when I was dressing to go and 
pay my respects to him,- he entered my 
room. . " No ceremonies," said he : " I 
" am come to talk with my master/' 
He was a pacific Charles XII. He 
thought of nothing but military matters ; 
hut they consisted only of parades, exer- 
cises^ short jackets, small hats, and tall 
men. I waei obliged to hear him talk of 
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all these, of the fine appearance of his 
tioops,- and of his eeoooniy. I took hold 
of this^ and advised him to amass plenty 
of money and plenty of men, to defend 
us, if we should be attacked ; for my 
system was, as has been evident, not so 
much to make war, as to form a barrier 
against France, which might deter her 
from attacking us. Being fonder of friaids 
than allies, who are often very inconve- 
nienty and become a sort of tutors, I sim* 
ply engaged him not to declare against 
us :. knowing his avarice, I was fearful 
lest he should be bribed away. I induced 
Charles VI. to relax a little of his Spar* 
nish haughtiness, and . to give him, at 
least, a friendly reception. He prepared 
for him a splendid entertainment, w'hich 
cost a great deal. I prevailed upon all the 
nobility of Bohemia to shew great honours 
to the King. He would have preferred a 
fie}d*day to a ball ; bujt that was not our 
province. I had succeeded . toi> well in 
< grand manoeuvres, to care about wheeling 
to the right and left and the manual ex- 
ercise. The contrast in dignity and mag- 
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Biftcence betwero tmr Eaipwor, ia hm 
tnatttLe of gold, and^^tbis corporal kin^ 
was very aimisiDg. He returned to Potz* 
dam, and ve to Vienna. 



(1733.) 

It was then tiiat I clearly hegsM to 
perceive the declensioD of my credit The 
Kiog of Poland died in the month of Fe- 
broary. Russia proposed to us to assist her 
in eleeting his son Augustus IIL in oppo* 
sition to France, wiio wished to restore 
Stanislaus to the throne. A great con- 
ference at court : very little diversity of 
opiniGn ; that for war was chie6y among 
those wlKiiiever carry it on ; such as^ the 
ministers, the priests, the women, and the 
idle of a large city. I said to them one 
day, in a cKnnpany where they were majc- 
ing a deal of clamour apon this sub- 
ject, I wish that your Excellencies, 

and you, ladies, were obliged, each of 
*^ yon, by the Emperor, to |iayfenr dwn- 

sand ducats : and yon, gentlemaa, so 

elegant and fine, to march immediately 
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" with a musquet on your shoulders.^' — 
This, recalled to' me two lines which I 
read, I know not where, some time ago : 

* 

£t tel^ p<Nir aonfflet, qui ne se battcait pM| 
A la mart fait courir poor llioiinettr des ^taU. 

But the natioaal honour, said they, 
would be compromised if we did not go 
to war. I acknowledge this," said I to 
the ministers, only when it is maintained 
" by powerful means: those of France 

were never so potent : her finances are in 
" the best possible state, after twenty years 
" of peace. We have hardly had ten, since 
** that of Westphalia, namely during the 

space of eighty years. Her minister is 
" prudent." I did not wish to say, point- 
edly, that ours was not, but I insinuated as 
much. " What have we to do with a war 
" so foreign to the Germanic body ? 
« They will make that reflection, and 

will send us no aid. The Russians are 
" too remote to do it; and before they 
" could arrive, the Empire and Italy wiH 

be invaded. Remember the instability 

of England in my best days : she i« 
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» 

always ready to be ^e ^same. l%e 

voice of fiftwcaotile politics is ever to be 
heard at the doors of her parliameiit 
" The English, just, noble, upright, and . 
graerousa6iiidiWdf}ads;at^jttst^hecoii- 
trary with regard to their country. 
It is a country of contradiction, ^ 
" whose constitution is upheld solely by 
the ocean, the same as bad faith in 
speaking and the desire of shining up- 
hold the opposition. 
" The pride and the paucity of know- 
" ledge which are to be found in the accre- 
dited agents of the Emperor to foreign 
courts, occasion it often to happen that 
" we can rely upon nothing they communi- 
" cate, and notwithstanding my conversa- 
tions with Liria and Robinson, I will 
wager that Spain declares for France, 
" and that England will be neuter.'* 

Notwithstanding such good reasons as 
I could allege to prove that France would 
be glad to find a pretext for going to 
^ar with us, and though such bad ones 
were employed against thetn, the latter 
{xr«Failed. They thought, perhaps, that 



L-iyiii^ixi by Google 



PRINCE SVOBNE. 2^7 

i should refuse the cominand of the army, 
ullieb tUmy offered roe firon poMteoess ; 
but they were caught^ for I accepted it 
With regard to myself, personally speak- 
ing, 1 love war : and I covet in this res- 
pect the death o{ Tarenne. 

Before. 1 had time to BaseakAe my 
army, (of which, while waiting for my 
arrival, the conimand. was given to the 
£Nike de Bevera,) and while I was mak- 
ii^ all my arraogemente in *the comi* 
oU of war, what 1 bad predicted, took 
place. On the 28th of October the 
French seized the fort of Kehl, levied 
eontributioBS tbioughoi^ the«whele £m- 
pile, and. invaded the Milafteae. Sieht- 
dinia and Spain declaxed against us. It 
was in vain that I almost killed myself in 
i^qMreBenting to the !l&npire^ thaltbe ag- 
gvession of France ought/ to make it. de- 
clare in our favour : three Electors pro- 
tested against this declaration, saying, 
fliai: the invasimi did not concern the 
head of the £mpire : that it was only % 
passage whereby tp attack Austria : and 
^ Aat France had promised to render back 
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all she had taken^ as soon as the Emperor 
should relioqiiifi^ his predilectiwi fw the 
.Elector of 5axony« 

* 

(1734.) 

Stanislaus being fled, the divan of 
Constantinople began to take the alarm 
at the preponderance of Russia. The 
'Grand Vizier, Hali-Bacha, wrote to me^ 

Nalkiran is dead/' (He was so deno- 
minated in that country, because of his 
great strength ; the word signifying ftr^oA^r 
qf iron on horse-back.) Poland has elect- 

ed one of her powerful nobles. Why does 
^' the Czarina do two things in violation of 
"the treaties with her neighbours, and 
" the liberty of a country, in which she 
" wi^ies to render the crown hereditary, 

and to annul an election ? The Sub- 

lime Porte is the guarantee, and will not 
"suffer it" 

The influence of Russia^ and acnh 
jnony against France being predominant 
at our court, I could not reply to him 
that I was of the' same opinion* as the 

r 
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Sublime Porte. I justified, agaiust my 
^onvictioii, the Czarina, aod among tfa^ 
bad argumeoits whidi I used, I said : 
*^ That she had entered into Poland only 
to put a stop to the murders and trou- 
bles of the various parties which agitat- 
ed theeountry. Thatshe, who had elected 
Augustus III. in the same camp where 
^* Henry of V^^lois had been formerly 
elects, was more potent than the abet- 
tor of Stanislaus, who was too insigni* 
ficanta nobleman to be a king, and who 
" was supported only because he was the 
^ £Bilh!er-jn4aw of the King of France : . 
that the son of Augustus II. had been 
elected the same a^ Piaste : that the pri- . 
mate himself had demanded it : and 
^ that my Emperor hoped that he and his 
would concur together to re-establish 
. peace in the North." 

I wrote all that to the Turks, that the 
Russians might have no opportunity to 
fight tii^ ; fi>r they always pretend to be 
insulted^ and, that their proteges are op- 
pressed, in order to take a few fortresses 
from them. 

u 
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lamved, ontbe 25tliof April, atlfeii- 
'brbD. I revmrneA tbe army oa the 27tii, 
a few 4eagiMi fkom PhaifHiboiii^. I stfl 
weep with joy, with tendemeas, and with 
gratitude, wh^a I recollect kow 1 was 
received th^re, with repeated cties oIIjm^ 
Mm mr WkO^ ! foA ihcmsmAB of wp» 
htiried up in the air. My old soidieK cmT 
][^ttiigary, Itsdy, Flanders, and &yaria, 
ran to embrace my knees : they surround* 

ttie; Ifliey embmced nrf totse ; 
completety dismounted me by the eager- 
'iMss <{f their caresses. This momeiM; was 
•certainly the happiest of mylife^ but it was 
etififkitteted by the i!idfleetkMi AiM i liad 
oniy &irty-fiTe ^hbmatid mm^ that thte 
enemy had eighty thouswd, and that they 
declared their interrtion of marching tb 
Vienna. I ent^rod ittt^ the liaes of '£t- 
lingen ; and, as tbey wc^e masi^Hksr la 
hundred thousand me»^, I «kid nut wish 
^to repeat my afiair at Deuain. I aham- 
floned them : bM<l4i^ei^^a|iy«i^tc^^ 
and eomifeep^sartto, imnA ^ampltoyiod m 
many strati^efns, thaf I ^p^^MbtiddJBidirwiek 
from penetrating into the inteiadr iO^^be 
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lay siege to Pfailipshowrg. That was what I 
^isrhed, togakt ttme. He had bis head t^kan 
oil by a caoQim hnklj ek^trdayeaAw 4# 

it was the first time ia ley life^ that I h^d 
SO. I was deceived in A» pr^t^eet^ 
80 well as m that of attacking the Wumdk 
their lines. I thought X had fouod a 
place which was badly fortified,w ithhutlit- 
tfeajptiltery ; ti^y bad neglected it howevei^ 
only because it was eovef ed by a mamk 
which they had told was passable, but4 
which I found impossible to p^si: for I* 
went lo recminoifere it myself as ooie cam 
sever be enl^ly ceriiain from a repcNrt; 
Ihia id what 1 have ajways doo^^ thitoug;b 
my whole life« I derived much advants^^ 
f^om it, as wettas from always carrying % 
pencU in my pocki*. to write, iu^m^ 
morwadam-hook of Wk o^er, tb« 
•whkih I gaive him W amj. I had f ec^ived 
9eme Yi^iifbreencAts of U^ssiaQs, H^AOr 
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D' Asfeld surpassed himself. I never saw 
any thing so strong: for example, his 
ditches, or trous de loups were conical, 
and jsaperior to those of Gonde, at Arras. 
When I wished to fight, I never assembled 
a council of war ; but, on this occasion, 
I was sureof finding every cue of the same 
opinion as myself. I- wished to pass the 
Rhine; and afterwards to repass it a httle 
higher up, to attack D' Asfeld. I appoint- 
ed, for the purpose, three thousand cavalry, 
and ten thousand Swiss. 

This devil of a man thought of every 
thing, and, at length, took Philipsbourg, 
notwithstanding my cannonading in his 
camp, (where I imitated a little the Grand 
Vizier of Belgrade,) for my batteries and 
my parapets were raised so as to bear 
directly upon it ; and the water, moreover, 
was more dreadful than the fire. I reck- 
oned more upon the one, than upon the 
other; but what a nation, capable of every 
thing ! Richelieu, whom I had known so 
delicate, stf voluptuous, so tender, and the 
young men of the court, the Duras, the 
La Vallieres^ were metamorphosed. They 
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^^MPifM only* a lender. IVAs^!^ wts a 

pie: and, bc^re biiOf £^rwick ba4 don^ 
it. They cQostructed the trenches iaboftts, 
They$uiiered >yith unheard-of patienc^^ 
¥«ffinyself, I badi«»t, in my mif»kmi^ 
nug^l but, whoever attack^ Iir9t» wouM 
b(p beaten; and if I hftd^ the French waiiUl 
march to Vienna; for there was not a sin- 
gle iotemediate (]^e; and ito £lfel«* 
oi Bavaria, who had 8€Mn« ctffsm ccmut 
plaint, waited only for, that to declare 
against Austria, whose arrogance or haal^ 
aiAfbmia ne^rar peoeused firiaads anijr 
ivbere. We^houid havelostthefew that 
had. TheKing of Prussia would soon have 
setoff forPfiitzdain. There was no longer a 
Sobiefiki, to saw our capital: I «^Quld be 
eoBtiiied in the lines which I had conatr act- 
ed in 1705; but, meanwhile, they would 
bavesungatVersailles, and, secretly, in the 
chapel of .fliwie of my envies at Vieiiaa, 
tJU^ TeDmrn. They felt, at length, the 
truth of my reasons against the war : ibr 
they saw our inferiority of means, which the 
hatiouB cavillers coitkl not comprehmd. 

u 2 
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Philipsbourg beiug taken, I retired 
to my fbrmer camp of Bruobsal. D'Aisk 
feld wished to besiege Mayeace ; but I 
turned him from his design, for I has-* 
' tened to cover the place. Enough has 
been said in praise, I thmk, of my marches 
to hinder the French from penetauting 
into Suabia, by the Black Forest. I co- 
T^d Wurtemberg : and they found me 
every wherfe, except in a fidd of batde; 
where, in truth, I could not be. More £ar 
tigued than we were, but able to renovate 
themselves asoften as they pleased,t^y en-* 
t»ed into wint^-quart^; and I, innoo^t 
in my own estimation, meriting neither 
the praises nor the blame with which they 
Ihonoured me, and contoit with a sort of 
inferior passive glory, set off for Vienna.* 

I had left my nephew, (the only re* 
maining part of my branch of the .house 
of Savoy,) ill at Manh^m: he died ^ a 
fever, as it was said ; but I think it waa of 
something else. His loss was something, 
for he had talents and bravery. He was 
twenty years of age, already a major-gene- 
ral, but too much the libertine.. I hiave 
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no objection to this, when carried to a 
certaiQ ext&at I love a rakd, bat detest 
a Cato : the latter is almost always bad at 
musquet shots: but my little Eugene 
loved bad company and bad friends, and 
then we are lost 

What have you gained^ Sire,'' said 
I to the Emperor, at my first audience, 
in this war, which I still advise your 
Majesty to terminate as soon as yoo 
^ can ? After those two battles lost in 
^ Italy, your troops are about, to be driven 
from thence, as they are fh>m Naples 
*^ and Sicily. We look fer ocmtio^^Krai 
*^ from five or six petty allies, who, not 
^ having a penny, sell their petty succours 
to your Majesty, and thdr hearts to 
^ France, The aids which Rusfi»a sends 
^ you do not amount to more than four- 
teen thousand men, which they will 
" soon recall ; for, (God preserve us from 
it!) after having dragged us into this 
war, it will plunge your Majesty, per- 
haps, into another with the Turks, which 
they are even about to commence, as I 
^ think." Charles VL tecitom, wnply 
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told me to say ti^salae to t]»»<(M»eiI«£ 

i hroiigi&t aU tbe warlike ones to my 
e>fi^\nn. I said to them, while the marir* 
time powen, wiM iimia» pefuci ftr tkm 
equilibrium of £urope, w<tfk at thftt ob* 
ject, 1 will go md collect sdl 1 csa ; that 
beittg the only means to effect its concluv 
mm. 

i set cff towarda the md of Apnk Sot 
HeUbrc)B» and 1 took up my excdkmt 
camp of Brachsal, the same as the year 
befofe : but> the enamjr was wuch 
etimgar tiMD myself I had .iiathing else 
to do but to cover every place^ and the 
country on this side the Rhine. 

To retiider the possemioa of PfaiHps- 
bourg useless to him> I turned thex^oufse 
of three small rivers, vrhicfa, instead of 
emptying themselves into the Rhine, made 
me a most uoMci muodatiott, from .t^t 
fortress as far as £tl}ngen, the lines of 
which, being thus covered, became totally 
incapable of any attack. 

If 1 could bave issued out, (having 
QjOljliiDg wore to do v^kh D'A»fehA, V9hf> 



Digitized by Google 



IPRINCE EUGENE. 337 

was succeeded by Coigny,) I should have 
fioisbed my military career bettor tfaaii by 
that passive glory, as v^as the case the 
preceding year. I rendered it a little'active, 
indeed, by taking Trarbach, and delivering 
tibe electorate of Treves ; and by having, 
also, by Sickendorff, a successful and to- 
lerably brilliant action at Clausen, v^here 
the dragoons of Ligne and Styrum distin- 
guished themselves. Seeing nothing bett^ 
to do, — nothing to gain, but a great deal 
to lose, (as I had already told Charles VI. 
a hundred times,) — I was very glad, at the 
first moment, to be recalled to Vienna, 
strongly suspecting, however, that this was 
my last campaign. It would be difficult 
for me to express what I felt when taking 
leave of my army. It was a very melan« 
choly business I assure you : one must be 
an old soldier to know what it is to bid 
an eternal farewell to such brave fellows, 
whom I had so often led to the path oi 
death, and which I would fain have found 
for myself, in a happy, brief, and glorious 
manner ! but this was the only felicity that 
God reftised me* With tews in my eyes» 



I redgned the command to Hhe Duke of 
WurtMBilHiK: ; and, ansmg at VicmMi, I 
1988 bi^^py to fifid tbtre La- Baume, aa - 
ageotw^m Cai:diiial Floury bad sent to 
make some very reasonable proposata*-^ 
Franoe had hma a little bumUed in Por 
laod. Her ganisoQ of iii&eea tliousaad 
men had retired to Dantizick : the father- 
in-law hid himself, fled, and had retired 
nobody kiiew wfaiidier. The Risssians aiid 
Attgustus 111^ triumphed, as might ba?^ 
been expected. The pacitic minister)^ 
axrailing themselves of this circumstance^ 
and 1^ avaiKng myself of the desbre whiek 
Chwken Yl. had to revive the extinguu^bedr 
bouse of Austria, by marrying bis daugh^ 
ter, Mwia Theresa, to Prtnee Frweiei^ 
of Loiraine, of whom 1 bave alreadyr 
spoken, we were soon uiianimouis m opia^ 
ion, and the preliminaries were signed. 

The day after the signatiwe, I wait^il 
upon the Emperor, to felickate him m 
having extricated himself thus from sa 
injudicious a step, as tki^ wai*; exhorting 
Juak; at the saaw time, to take care dMil 
iUnnd dkl nefepradipitate immiaio ana- 
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iher war with the Turks. I said to him, 
Sne^ as ive grmr we ¥eiltttre to tdl 
he<inrtfawitbffle><CTandgreater freedom 
-Before cooMneDciiig, you ^boukl ask 
'** Totmeli^ Wbat do 1 want? what can I 
^ do? Yfm imither 'viTatit^ near hMtymi it hi 
your pawer^ to take ami loaep Vide& 
aiid JSiMa; iwt you oaay lose Belgrade. 
*^The Bosnians and Servians, and the 
of the Amatics, will be against 
^'joift. Tiiere will be Booe ' agaiiiBt 4he 
Russians but the Tartars and the Ar* 
nauts, Greek Christians, on the right 
^ hmA c^f^tkeiiiastfir^ who, sepwated by 
^^'derartfi^ 9inill not^do them nauck harm. 

But they may 4q you a great dead^, if 
" *h^y be victorious. One part of your 
^-rabfectfi isof Hie mme r^'^iWL-M lkey. 
Tlwoe will .be ataammy ibejkween yeur 
Im'o Qouftet and .djbti'Ust a^d cajpdriee 
^ iaf»(mfig the commanders of 'your- two Im- 
^'^Moalaraiies. 

There w4U be iid:poaiting9 m I did 
wheal was yiQtuafgf. to dXl the didfea^ent 
courts, to prevent, the coalitiMi from 
iiMng br«k€$ii. The GeiHOBie lbwIy is 
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' gained over, either by the gold or hy 
the sednc^e arguments of France. 
Make aa enumeration of your heredi- 
tary countries, that each department 
may be obliged to have each regiment 
coDAtaatly complete. For the wd&ure 

*^ of the Hungarians and of yourself, pre- 
vent them from revolting, by making 
them pay annual taxes and provide re- 
cruits. You have no money, Imt too 
many persons employed: have soldiers 
instead of counsellors. 
" Buy, Sire, the king of Sardinia^ 

>^ that he may preserve Lombardy foryou: 
and the maritime powers, that they may 
preserve the Low Countri^ for you: 

^ that is, give them, if it be necessary, one 
half of the revenues, that yon may re- 
ceive the other half without any ex- 
pense, and hinder France from ma- 
king such great acquisitions. As your 
Majesty has lost Philipsbourg, make a ' 
fortress of Lintz, and secure, by force 
or otherwise, the Elector of Bavaria, if 

" France wishes to attack you ; and 
the £lector of Saxony, in the same 
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^ maimer, if the King of Prussia^ Mrho 
'^18 hourly aggrandizing himself, should 
^ be gainMl oyer by Cardinal Fieury, 
^ and fthreateo Bcrfiemia. Laugh at the 
^ Turks : and I promise your Majes- 
ty a reign which will be glorious from 
Ike tfanqnillity Hiat it will secnre to 
yodr states.'' This is what I wished 
fcr this £mperor« 

It will be for history to judge whether 
I hme concluded well or ilL I know 
that since the year 1717, and conse- 
quently during eighteen years^ I have 
fought.no battles; but that was because 
I wanted men, money, allies, and credit 
attibe courty (tihis word I pronounce re- 
luctantly); andy at length, I procured 
peace to Europe after two tolerable cam- 
paigns, in which, if 1 did not acquire 
honour, I at least had nothing to reproach 
myself with. 

They say, that during these two cam- 
paigns, Guido Stahrenberg, wfao was 
naturally of the same party as his cousin 
Gundacker, exclaimed greatly against me. 
That recalled to my memory what ViUars 

X 
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told tome at Rafttadt: ^' Our enemies are 
not in ihe field* Yours are at Vienoa, 
^mine at Versaillee." Wliat i» most 
amufiifig the^r pretend tlMt the etigm 
<^ tbis hatred aroae ftom a foolish trick, 
which did not become me, and which was 
either iosolent, or a proof of bad taste. It 
was long sinoe that I had lost ike habit of 
laughing ; and I had even areliDquished my 
French fopperies, ttiat I might better suc- 
ceed at a more serious court. This is the 
silly anecdote which I have beard Mlated. 
During my first campeUga iu Italy, when 
I was one day giving a grand dinner to ^1 
my generals, I had crackers placed under 
thechairofStahrenberg,and,atthemo«eiit 
when he was rai^og the glass to his mouth 
to drinktheEmperor shealtb,the trumpets, 
horns, &c. which accompanied the act^ 
was a signal for the explosion. Tbey 
thought it was a mine : every one saved 
himse]f, except him, under whom was this 
little volcano. He finished his glass, anc} 
^aeed it tranquUiy on the 4able. Gvldo, 
furious, they said, that I should endeavour 
thus to prove his courage, has never for* 
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giv€ii iBe* Vih^i likeLihoMl was there 
that I should doubt it ? We had kuown 
eadt olbarMBcethesief^af Vienna, where 
he was captain and adjutant to his consiii 
Kudiger. He is six years older than I, 
and has always shewn the greatest talents 
and the most imdQobted courage, to which 
I willingly do justice. I seidomsee him ; 
and, as I believe he has not much more 
credit than myself at present, perhaps we 
may love each other, dd generals^ hos- 
tile to each other, ai*e like women who 
are no longer so at a certain age, because 
they have no longer an^ sex. 

Of all the miBisterfi, Zinzendorff was 
the one with whom 1 pr^erred to dis- 
course. I will wager," said I to him? 
that your Excellency will be of my 
opkMOQ. There is no need of political 
sentences : the face of Europe chaogeb 
like that of a mountain or a plain, by the 
*^ accidental influence of light and shade. 
They say, such a kingdom is the natu- 
ral enemy of another : no such thing : 
" if they touch, it should be endeavoured 
^'to «ccite friettdship, if not alliance^ 
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that they may defend themselves against 
the ambition of some more distant 
powers. Why, after £he peace of Ras* 
^^tadt, did we not unite sincerely with 
France ? The party which had op- 
posed France in England had been 
^ overthrown ; we should have saved 
many millions of money, and thousands 
of men. When we cannot give the law, 
" we should only think how to avoid re^ 
" ceiving it. But what is it that we call 
' ' the politics of a court, and reasons of 
^ state ? The personal interests of am- 
" bition, or the vengeance of a man ia 
power. This last motive; Ck>unt, for 
^* instance, in looking into myself, 1 be- 
'*lievehas operated a little too much upon 
" me as well as the first : and the desire 
<^ of power and wealth gave a little bias to 
" Marlborough.'* 

" What do you think of the best go- 
vernments ?" said Zinzendorff to me.~ 
" You will take me for a tyrant," I replied, 
^^when I say the military government. 
Monsters are rare : a monster king 

would be unjust and crud only towards 
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his friendB, and flatterers, but not to- 
M^ards a provincial gentlenoan, a ciftixen^ 
oracountrymaiiy viioiiibe wmild suffer 
to be governed by military laws^ which 
^ are the most perspicuous and the most 
prompt 

Yoor £xcdle»ey makes an excep- 
tion, but reflect a little on what I am 
now going to say. The soldier is so 
tired of being cruel during war, that he 
ceases to be m in peace. The prime* 
minister, who decides upon both the 

*^ one and the other, should have seen 

" service, that he might know what it is. 
He would then hear different arguments, 
as if in a trial, mediations, moderatmg 
measures, &c . before determining to shed 
so much blood." — I confess,'* replied 

Zinzendorff, that the Cardinal ministers 
have caused a good deal to be shed, our 
good Fleury excepted, who does not 
care for it. I believe that it is igno- 

^ ranee, and levity, which is always crael, 
like iniancy, which incline our councils 
to war, more than you brave people, who 

^ dread it for others, wish it for your- 

X 2 
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selves^ and yet preveat or . retard it as 

much as you can/' 

The othw day, the Emperor took me 
with him to hunt, an unexampled circum- 
stance in Austrian-Spanish etiquette^ of 
which I do not disapprove, however; for 
it is necessary to conciliate the great, that 
they may conciliate the small,, and .esta« 
blisli^ thus, a regular gradation of impor- 
tance. These are nearly the words which 
I said^ to him in the carriage. If your 
Majesty wished to recommence the war^ 
1 do not see any great generals to com- 
^ mand your armies. You must wait till, 
they spring up. Conigs^ is a courtier, 
and Nieperga man of wit^ instead of 
being two warriors. Khe venhuUer is the 
best. The first is loved and esteemed, 
the second is more amiable, because 
he is more witty ; he is feared for his 
sarcasms, which are very pleasant, and 
^ his sneering : but he possesses an admi- 
rable coolness in battle. The third 
understands, better, marching, camp^ 
^ the organization and the movement of 
^ troops: Hildbourghausen has intrepidity 
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but little judgment. As he has mar- 
ried my neice, they think that I am 
concerned in his instruction. They do 
us both too much honour. They call 
him Eugene the white^ because he is ai^ 
fair as I am darid. I wish that the 
Duke of Lorraine, son-in-law to your 
Majesty, and Prince Charles his brother, 
the one twenty-six and the other twenty-^ 
two years of age, were more assiduous* 
They have genius and courage, as t 
think, and will make themselves beloved. 
The second will have most talent*—^ 
Princes of the blood, even with less 
merit than others, have more advanta- 
" ges : called, at an early age^ to the coni- 
mandof armies, they have more vigour, 
and hazard a great deal more. Try 
" these. Sire; perhaps they will answer; 

besides, the others do not know more.'^ 
^ I had nevfer before spoken to him so 
long upon affairs. He loved them as little 
as his father. It was always a very short 
audience with him, or councils of confe- 
rence. I like them well enough, because 
BO one ventures to give an opinion a|r 
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Mrbich he would blush, that he may not 
lose the esteem of his ndghbawr, who is 
obliged to give io there an accouat o£ bm 
department. A sovereign who is not very 
accessible, is equally secure, by this means^ ' 
fimn petty intrigues, caliuDme8» accn* 
sations, and prejudices. 

Bebcdd me^ now, retired almost from 
every thing. I play, every evening, at 
piquet, at Madame de Bathiany's; with 
Taroca, Windischgratz, and Tessin, the 
Swedish ambassador. It is rather for the 
sake of talking, however. We are sure 
to talk better when we do not say, JLet 
us talk; androunda card-table wearemore 
at our ease for it Besides, the game of 
commerce is destructive of society. In 

* 

war, I pre£dr rather games of chance. At 
my head quartero, those who gained were 
gay; those who lost fought the bitter: 
that is soon done, and time is more pre- 
cious than monev. I ioTe the society of 
young people: they are more pure, ool 
being yet spoiled by intrigue. 1 oftea 
see the commander Zinzendorff, a man of 

• 

great wit and pleasing conversation ; f re-^* 
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derich Harrach, aUo, who added to these 
a great talent for business. I foresee that 
he will have important employments; 
as also, io war, Dhaon and Brown, which 
they pronounce jBraii$i and Da&n. The 
former has most merit, the second most 

* courage, and the last most talents for dis- 
cipline and essential details, without being 
too minute. Joseph Wenzl-Lichtenstein 
is also a brave general, a good citizen, and 
trul y a great nobleman. SeckendorfF and 
Schmettau, possessing military qualities, 
depend a little too much upon circum- 
stances. 

The young Cobentzl, who had much 
wit, often visited Madame Bathiany. One 
day he said to her, " It is thought, Ma- 
** dam, that you have married Prince 
" Eugene.' — I love him too well for 
" thfct, ' replied she: " I would rather 
" have a bad reputation than deprive him 
« of his, and thus abuse his sevOTty- 

second year.'* 

Kaunitz, of the same e^e as Cobentzl, 
ivithout having his decided character and 
promptitude in conT^rsatioir, will bave % 
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quick ioBigbt into thinga. He has just^ 
noble, and profound ideas. I almost love 
Mftdame de SttaltinaB as mvich ad my 
pretended mistress, her i»ster. If y(m 
" were not religious, and if I were only in 
my twenty -fifth year what, might not 
happen r said I erne day to Madraie 
Bathiany. rHothing,'' she replied. II 
^ w ould be just the same as now, I am 
religious, first, because I love God, and 
belieye and hope in him ; (it is almost 
my only pray er) ; secondly^ because it 
is the safi^uard of my tranquillity, which 
comes to the assistance of my extended 
self-love, if I am deserted; and lastly, 
^* that I may laugh at women who have 
" lovers. I am religious, because I have 
ndtttier fear, nor hope, n^r denrein this 
- life; and that the good which 1 do to 
** the poor from humanity, may turn to 
• the benefit of my soul. I am religious, 
' because they who are wicked fear me, 
and are tedious to me. I am religious, 
that I may not always have to watch 
" over my reputation ; women, who a^'e 
nats<vdareii6tsaynor doany thing: 
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** they are Mke diieves, who thiok they 
^ are always beset by the officers of jus- 
tiee.^But I detest those who Hmke 
a preteace of religion, or who are only 
so because of the immortality of the 
^ soul. Were mine to perish witl» me, I 
^ ehoHld still endeavour, aotwitbstanding, 
to be good, as I do at present. It is 
not so much from the fear of God, as 
^ from gratitude for his bene^, and love 
^ for him, that I am religious, without 
^ making a parade of it, like those ladies 
who convert it into a trade, to please 
&e court ratlin thao to i^tease hea* 
ven*" 

I have been happy in this life : I wish 
to be so in the next. There are some 
old dragoons who will pray to lieaven for 
me ; and 1 rely more upon their prayers 
than upon those of all the old women of 
the court, or the clergy of the city. The 
fine eimple or loud music of divine s^vice 
is pleasing to me. The one has some- 
thing religious in it which affects the soul ; 
the other recalls to me, by the nmse-of 
tniiiHpets awi kettte-^rums, whidbi has so 
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oftm led my soldi^s to vidmry, the God 
of armiesy who has prospered our bat- 
tles; without believing, however, (as I 
have already said was sometimes asserted 
at court,) that it was what they called the 
miracle of the House of Austria. I have 
hardly had any time to sin ; but I have 
set bad examples, perhaps of scandal, 
without knowiDg it, hj neglecting the 
practices of religion, in which, however. 
J have always believed, and which I know * 
very well. . I have sometimes spoken ill 
of my neighbour, but then I was otiliged 
to do it in saying such a one is a cow* 
ard — such a one is a rogue. I have, some- 
times been in a passion but who could 
help swearing to see a general or a rai- 
ment which did not do its duty, or an 
adjutant who did not understand an order! 
I have been too thoughtless as a soldier, 
and lived as a philosopher. I wish to die 
a Christian. I have never been fond of 
boasters, either in war or religion ; and 
perhaps it was from having seen, on the 
one hand, frivolous impieties, like those 
of the French which I have mentioned, 
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and, on the other, Spanish bigotry, ttiat 
I have always kept myself distant from 
both. 1 have often seen death near ^KMigh 
to tie ^miliar wUh it But now it is no 
longer the same thing. I once sought it ; 
now I wait for it ; and in waiting I live 
tranquilly. I look upon tfafe past as upon a 
ddightftil dream. I nev w go to court birt 
on days of ceremony, nor to the. theatre 
but when there is an Italian opera, serious 
or comic, or a fine ballet. If tt^re were 
a French a>mpany, I should go to see 
AtAaUi^ JEsther, and Polieucte. I love the 
eloquence of the pulpit When Bourda- 
krae fills me with fear, Massillmi fills me 
with hope. We were bom in the same 
year^ and I knew him at his entrance into 
life, perfectly amiable. Bossuet astonishes^ 
Fraelon' touches, me. I have seen them 
also in my youth ; and Marlborough and 
I showed every possible honour to the 
latter, whea we took Cambrai. I have for- 
gotten the epigrams of Ronsseau, and evien 
lais ode to me ; but I often read bis psalms 
and his canticles. My memory is still 
good, you sep;. and I believe J have for* 

Y 
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gotten nothing but my enemies in tbiis 
country, whom I pardon with all my heart 
A stranger and raceemifiil {«^^at was too 
ittoeh ibr them. I 4im tolerably in 
healthy though my seventy-second year^ 
the fatigues of I know not how many cam* 
paigns, and the eieoli of I know not how 
many wounds^ weigh upon me : the Che- 
valier Carelli, my physician and friend, 
gives me a certain remedy to cure, as he 
says, the radkal moisture which he finds a 
little dried up. I have a great many 
things yet to do, for the embellishment of 
my gardens and palace : for example, in 
the &(mt of tkiDt whii^ I inhabit, and where 
Ihaveemployed fifteen hundred workmen, 
{because it was a time of scarcity, and it 
did good to the city of Vienna,) I wish to 
purchase all the grounds to make a fine 
square, and in the middle, a superb foun-* 
tain. If I live a little longei*, I shall com- 
mit to writing all that I can remember, 
m that comes hito my b«id, wbicb I still 
find sound enough, though they take care 
to tell cue, that it is a good deal bowed 
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dowa. It has been strong ^ough nott^ 
die with vexatioa when I have been thwsHT*^ 
ted, as my friend,. Prince Louis of S^eoi 
did about thirty years ago. I have shrug*- 
ged up my shoulders, and gone on. For 
example, if I were still to int^fere with 
affairs, I should say to the Emperor, 
" Take every precaution for your succes- 

sion : it will be deTilishly embroiled. 

Two or three different powers will sup- 

port their pretensions. Prevent it ^1 
" while you are alive. This is an occa- 
- sion for travelling post, as I did in my 

time, running to Munich^ B^lin, Lon* 
" don, the Hague, &c." The army and 
the artillery are falling into decay. They 
will not be in a state to resist if they do 
not arrange together to prevent all that 
will happen ; and if, before that, on the 
death of Charles VI. they do not refuse 
to go to war with the Turks. I wish 
great good fortune to the house of Aus- 
tria, which will soon be Austria-Lor- 
raiije, and I hope that she will exti*icate 
herself. I have written enough for to* 
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day, and I shall now mount my horse 
to go and see a lion which has arri- 
ved at my menagerie on the read to 
jSchweikelt- 
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Books pubUsiied by E, &ARGEANT, 

NJo 86 BrcMdwaj, opponte Trinftjr ehardf • 

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW, in five vols. 8vo. 

price fifteen dollars full bound| or one dollar and 

twenty-five cents in numbers. 
THE EDINBURGH REVIEW, or Critical joui^ 

nal from No. 29 to 35 inclusive, at one dollar and 

twenty-five cents a number, payable on delivery. 

The Edinbargh and Quarterly Ueviews are eondaeted upon a 
principle of selection; they take no notice of insignificant works,, 
hut enter very fully into the discussion of those that seem entitled 
to attention. Combining, in some measure^ the representative 
functions of a Review witti the independence of original discus- 
sion ; comptvehehding every foreign publication which an extensive 
continental eoiretpondence can procare. They lay claim to the 
support of tboie who are not satisfied wHb the indoleitt aad ia- 
dlvsnsninating profiiiioo of other Joomali; To every number is 
anneied a complete Kst of all the New PaUioations in thejpfeee- 
dine ^aarter in Great Britain. 

Tnis catalogue will contain by far the earliest and most wm* 
prehensive account of modern literature in Europe that bat yet 
been presented to the public. 

UNIVERSAL BIOGRAPHY; Containing A Co- 
pious Account,Critical and HistoricaljOf the Life 
and Character, Labours and Actions of Eminent 
Persons, Of all Ages and Countries, Conditions 
and ProfesMonsy arranged in alphabetical order. 
By J. Letnpriere, D.D. Author of the Classical 
jDictionary . 2 vols. 8vo. price eight dollars, bound. 

Exfract from the Mritith Critic^ 1810. 

^ Ai ve have long wished to see a eompendiam of Universal 
Bioeraphy upon this plan^ we were pleased to find it undertaken 
by Dr. Lempriere* whose Ciessieid Dictionary afibrds a snffimnt 
pledge of ills fitness for the task. Nor have we been disappoint 

ted, after sQch an examination of tliis bulky (juarto as our time 

would permit Ttisthe largest collection of Biographical Notices 
pcrhapsin any language, and drawn up not only ujK>n a judicious 
plan, Ottt upon those principles which we coaid wish, to reoom- 
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Mni. Dip. Lemprim tiM^ Iim formed lui Mild widi Jmt ^fS^ 
portioMyind hai in sencnil assi^ed the memoraUUa of eaoh per- 
aim's character, witn proper diaerimiDation and taate." 

qCj* The London Edition was pnblithed in quarto, and cannot 
be imported and sold under twenty-eight dollars, from which the 
American edition has been correctly pnnteilf withoot aay addi* 
tions, omissions or alteratidns. 

THE RAMBLER, a new edition, corrected from 
the original, with a Preface^ Historical, and Bio* 
graphical— by Alexander Chalmers^ F.S.A.ia4 
vols. 13ino. 

THE SPECTATOR, anew edition corrected from 
the original with a Preface, Historical and Bio- 

* graphical— by Alexander Chalmers, F.S.A. in 10 
vols. 13mo. 

THE GUARDIAN, a new edition corrected (torn 

the original with a Preface, Historical and Bio- 
graphical — by Alexander Chalmers,^ F.S.A» in 3 
vols. 12mo. 

THE TATLER, by Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq, with a 
Pre&ce, Historical and Biographical— by Alexan* 
der Chalmers, F.S.A. in 5 vols. 12mb. 

MINSTRELSEY OF EDMUND THE WAN- 
DERER — by Lieut. Spence, of U.S. Navy, 1 vol. 
8vo. with two engravings by Leney, price S3 in * 
extra boards* 

THE LETTERS OF JUNIUS, complete in one 
elegant miniature volume, price gl in boards. 

JOHN DE LANCASTER, a novel by Richard 
Cumberland, Esq. 2 vols. 12mo. price two dollars 
in boards* 

BISHOP WARBURTON'S LETTERS, to Bisk- 
op Hurd* 8vo. two dollars in boards. 

BEAUTIES OF DR. ROBERTSON, containing 
the most prominent and interesting Passages iu 
the Works of that illustrious Historian, being 
the Lives and Characters of the Principal Perso- 
nages, together with the most memorable Events 
delineated by him in his Histories of Scotland, 
jof Charles V. and of America, to which is pre- 
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; ^xed an Account of the Life and Writings of the 
author, I vol. 12mo. price 1 dollar and 25 cents* 

ITHE VISION. OF DON, RODERICK, a poem 
Walter Scott, esq. elegantly printed in one mi-r 
' mature volume. * 

BALLADS AND OTHER POEMS, by Walter 
Scott, esq. price 75 cents. ' 

THE LAY of the LAST MINSTREL,price8rict8» 

MARMION, price f^l.lH cents. 

LADY of the LAKE, price oa© doUar. 

The above works of Scott are all beautifully printed 
in five miniature volumes, with plates, so as to bind 
in sets or separate, 

A LETTER TO THE VESTRY OF TRINITY 

church ^by Bishop Hobart, in answer to a pamph« 

let entitled " a Solemn Appeal to the church— -bf 
the Rev. Cave Jones." To which is added an ap- 
pendix — by the Rev.T. Y. Howe. 

A WORD IN SEASON, touching the present mis- 
understanding in the Episcopal church — by a 
Layman. 

THE POEMS OF OSSI AN, translated by James 
. Macpberson,Esq.To which are prefixed,Disserta- 
tions on the -fira and Poems of Ossian, and a Pre- 
liminary Discourse, or Review of the recent con- 
troversy relative to the authenticity of the poems. 
With engravings on wood, by Anderson. In two 
volumes. Price three dollars in extra boards. 
LETTERS, written by the late Earl of Chatham to 
his Nephew, Thomas Pitt, Esq. (afterwards Lord 
Camelford,) then at Cambridge. 13mo. price 75 
cents* 

SHAKSPE ARE'S WORKS, (ornamented with a 
likeness of the author) to be completed in nine 
volumes, 12mo — one dollar a volume in extra 
boards ; five vols, are published, and the sixth is 
. in the press. The text of this cheap and elegant 
edition is copied vcrbaum from the last London 
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edition, revised and corrected by Dr. Isaac Reed, 
and all such notes and illustrations are inserted as 
trad to remove obscurity from the language^ or 
explain its obsplete words. 

REPORTS OF CASES, argued and detentafied in 
the high court of admiralty; commencing with 
the judgments of the Right Hon. Sir William 

. Scott, Easter term, 1S08. By Thomas Edwards, 
L-L't). advocate. Volume 1— part U Price one 
dollar and twenty -five cents. 

THE COTTAGERS OF GLENBURNIE,aTale, 
for the Farmers Fireside. By Elizabeth Hamil- 
ton, author of the Elementary Principles of Edu* 
cation, Memoirs ef Modem Philosophers) &c. 
1 Tol. 18mo» price 75 cents. 

THIRD SATIRE OF JUVENAL ; a New Tran- 
slation with Notes — to whicf!i are added Miscel- 
laneous Poems^ original and translated. One dol- 
lar in boards. 

A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS in England, Hol- 
land and Scotland, and of two Passages orer the 
Atlantic, in the years 1805 and 1806, by Benjamin 
Silliman of Yale College, Connecticut. 2vols.8vo. 
price five dollars neatly bound. 

THE SECRET HISTORY of the CABINET OF 
BONAPARTE; Including his Private Life, 
Character, Domestic Admimstra^n, and his 
Conduct to Foreign Powers; together with 
Secret Anecdotes of the different Courts of Eu- 
rope, and of the French Revolution. With two 
Appendices, consisting; of State Papers, and of 
Biographical Sketches of the Persons composing 

. the Court of St. Cloud. By Lewis Ch>ldsmiti^ 
Notary Public, author of « The Crimes of Cabi- 
nets," " An Expostion of the Conduct of France 
towards America,"' &c. Edited and illustrated with 
Notesy by aGentleman of New York ; who^ during 
a long reMdence inFrance and in other parts of Eu- 
rope,the^theatres of revoluiioa and intrigue, has 
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had all the opportunities necessary to be acquain- 
ted with the facts. 2 vols. 12ino« 2 dolls. ' 

' This edition of Mr. Goldsmith't worl^ js dlttinguished from fltl 
others by the annexation of several remarlud^le papers, by the 
translatioiiof the interspersed series of documental proofs which 
hare appeared only in rench in the edition published under the 
eyes of the author, and by the addition of many notes and of 
many authentic anecdotes which have not yet appeared in print, 
because where some of them are universally known, nobotly dares 
oonsign them to writing, and because some of them occurred 
peonfiarly under the observation of a limited number of persons^ 
and of the Editor. 

AN EXPOSITION of the conduct of France to- 
wards America illustrated by cases decided in the 
Council of Prizes in Paris. By LeMris Goldsmith. 
Price 62 J cents. 

THE WEST INDIES, and other Poems. By James 
Montgomery, author of the Wanderer of Swit- 
zerland, &c. elegantly printed in one beautiful mi- 
niature volume, in extra boards, price 62 J cents. 

THE RESOURCES OF THE BRITISH EM- 
pire, Together with a View of the Probable re- 
sult of the present Contest between Britain and 
France. By John Bristed. Price two dollars fifty 
cents. Mr. Bristed has exhibited the state of Bri- 
tain in a point of view almost entirely new to most 
readers ; shewing, from unquestionable docu- 
inents, that the rapidly increasing powers of the 
sinking fund are fully adequate to the r.omplete 
redempUun uf the public debt at no very distant 
period. When it is understood that from May I9 
1809, to May 1, 1 8 IO9 between sixteen and seven- 
teen millions of the public debt have been redeem- 
ed, while the loan for 1810 was only twelve mil- 
lions, for both Britain and Ireland, and no new 
taxes needful to pay the interest, the question 
about JSTational Bankrufitcy^ would appear to be 
settled. The view of the ^ Resources of Britain/' 
and especially the comparison with the <^ Resour- 
ces of France,'* and the " probable result of tho. 
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Contest/' will be read by intelligent gcntlemeB^in 
the present state of public affairs^ with particular 
interest. 

N. B. In this work the whole question concerning 
the present depreciation of Bank of England 
Notesi tife £||dance of Trade, the Courses of Ex- 
change, and the opinions of the Bullion Commit- 
tee is stated and discussed. ' 

HINTS ON THE NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY 
OF BRITAIN, and on her resources to maintain 
the present contest with France. By John Bristed^ * 
1 vol. 8vo. price three dollars and fifty-cents. 

MY POCKET BOOK ; or Hints, for « jI Ryghte 
Merrie and Conceited'* tour,in quarto, to be called 
the Stranger in Ireland, in 1805. By a Knight 
errant, 12mo. price 75 cents. 

THE NURSE, a Poem. Translated from the Itali- 
im of i^uigi Tansillo. By William Roscoe, price 
75 cents. 

SERMONS, By the Rev. George Buist, D.D. ihl- 
nister of the Presbyterian church and President of 
the College of Charlestoui South Carolina. 
2vols. 8vo. price five dollars. 

THE HISTORY OP JACOBINISM, its crimes, 
cruelties and perfidies,comprising an inquiry into 
the manner of disseminating, under the appea- 
rance of philosophy and virtue, principles which 
are equally subvershro-of ordop, virtne, religion^ 
liberty, and happiness. By William Plajrfiiir. 
With an appendix, By Peter Porcupine, contdn- 
inga history of the American jacobins,commonly 
denominated democrats. " History, who keeps a 
durable record of all our acts, and exercises her 
" awful censure over all sorts qf sovereigns j 'will 
not forget these events.*' Burke. 2 vols. 8vo. 
price four dollars. 

HISTORY OF THE CAMPAIGNS of Prince 

Alexander Suworow Rymnikski, Field-Marshal- 
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General in the service of his Imperial Majesty, 

the Emperor of all the Russias. With a prelim- 
inary sketch of his private Life and Character, 
To which is added a concise and comprebeqsive 
Histoid of bis Italian Campidgn. 8vo. price tvo 
. dollars* 

Jn the press 

THE HOLY BIBLE, containing the Old and 
New Testaments : The Texts carefully printed 
from the most correct Copies of the present au- 
thorized Translations, including the Marginal 
Readings and Parallel Tekts. With a Commen- 
tary and Critical Notes^ designed as a help to the 
better understanding of the Sacred WritingSi 
By ADAM CLARKE, LL. D. 

In tto Edition of the Holy Bible» the whole of the Text has 
^^em ooUated iriththe roost sorrect Copies of the present autho- 
rized Version :-»Tbe most difficult Words in the Hebrew 
0lld Greek ORIGINALS, analyzed and explained: — The most 
Important Readings in the CoUectionsof Kennicott and De 
Ro s s 1 9 on theOld Testam ent, and in those of M i l l, W e t s t e i n, 
and Griesbach, ou the New, noticed The Date of every 
Transaction, as far as It has been ascertained by the best Chrono- 
iogersy marked :-«The peculiar oastoms of the Jews and neigh* 
boariDjg nationSt so freqaeotly alluded ta by die Prophets, Evan* 

Seliitiaiid Apostles^ explained from the best Asiatic Authori* 
es The Great Doctrines of the Law and Gospel of Go d 
defined, illustrated, and defended ; and the whole applied to the 
^ important Purposes of Practical Christianity. 
I, This work will be printed with a new type and on good pa- 
per; and will be illustrated with the most correct Maps ; and 
with all requisite Plans and Tables. 
II* It will be published in Parts, price one dollar and fifty cents 
each, so as to Mud up into five or six qnsrtu Tolnmei. Eaeh 
^rt to eomte of sboat twenty sheets ii medinm paper. The 
first Part to be pabliahed in the month of January, tSU ; and 
every succeeding Part to be published stregolarly as po^ble* 
dll the whole be completed. 

B. Three Numbers are now pnUiahed. 
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Also intlte press 

THE LIFE of the Right- Rev. BEILBY POR- 
TEUS, D.D. Late Bishop of London. By the 
Rev. Robert UodgsoD} A.M. F.S. Rector of St. 
George% Hanoyer-Square^ and one of the chap- 
lains in ordinary to his Majesty. 

Mr. Hodgson the author of this publication^ is a nephew of 
Mr. Porteus. He was for some yean chaplain to the Bishop, and 
was presented by bit ^noniDle patron to the living of. 8t 
George's, Hanover Square. Nobody eoqld be better qoaliied to 
•write the Bishop's life. No other person l^new so well the diflSst^ 
eat oeeinreneesdf it, or could so properly form an estimate of his 
lordship's character. Mr.Hodgson's task, however, has been 
considerably lightened, and the value of his book much increa- 
sed, by having in his possession several manuscript volumes, in Bi. 
shop Porteus s own hand writing, containing a great variety of- 
facts and observations on the principal incidents of his life. From 
these volumes we are favoured with many extracts. 

The Bishop was certainly avenr sincere, worthy Prelate. He 
bad a great desire to do good, and spared no pains in the prose* 
cation of his olnect He was a man of superior abllitiea and 
attainments, and will ever be revered as an ornament of the 
Bench. He seems to have done his duty without fear or £ivoar» 
and always to have remembered that he had a laboar to perform 
for the advantages which he enjoyed. He was never inattentive 
to the offices of his sacred function. On some occasions^ Idi 
zeal was manifested with apostolical intrepidity. 

The Bishop was born at York, in the year 173!, and was the 
youngest but one of nineteen children. His parents were na« 
tives of Virginia, who removed to England, with a small fortone, 
.in 1720. 
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